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APRIL 2005 NEWS SUMMARIES
HAMILTON FISH INSTITUTE NEWS & EVENTS

Persistently Safe Schools, the National Conference of the Hamilton Fish Institute

September 11-14, 2005

Philadelphia, PA

Join teachers, researchers, and administrators from around the country this September for a comprehensive conference covering the latest in research and its practical application in schools. HFI’s Persistently Safe Schools will be held at the Wyndham Philadelphia at Franklin Plaza September 11-14, 2005. For more information, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/2005/. 

Publications available from HFI

· The Hamilton Fish Institute quarterly newsletter, The Bulletin. In addition to its regular features, the Winter 2004 issue provides a review of the 2004 Persistently Safe Schools conference as well as tips for classroom management.  The Spring 2005 issue provides a preview of HFI’s Persistently Safe Schools 2005 conference and a feature on character education. You can read these and other issues of The Bulletin at the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site. 

· The 411 on Bullying. This 40-page primer is available as a PDF download from the HFI Web site and provides an overview of the problem of bullying, as well as current research updates and many resources for parents, teachers and students. 
RESEARCH NEWS

Early Intervention Shows Promise in Reducing and Prevention Future Crime
Written by: Darien Bates

Source: Falls Church News Press (Falls Church, VA)
Published: April 7-13, 2005

In 1962 the High/Scope Educational Foundation started what has become the well-known educational research project, the High/Scope Perry Preschool Project. The project involved studying 123 African Americans aged three and four, in Ypsilanti, Michigan, born into poverty and at risk of failing in school. By random selection, half of the students were provided with a quality pre-school program and the other half were not. The program then tracked the lives of both groups of students for the next 35 years, documenting how their time in preschool changed the direction of their lives. The conclusions, as documented in a report released in November 2004, were staggering. The results showed that the preschool experience had a profound effect on the direction of the kids’ lives. Those enrolled in the program showed a much higher percentage of high school graduation compared to students not enrolled (65% to 45%). Mental impairment was significantly reduced (8% vs. 36%) as well as the percentage of those who had to repeat a grade (21% vs. 41%). But the study also showed that the effects went beyond performance in school. 

· For more information on the High/Scope Perry Preschool Project and to read the results of the full study, visit http://www.highscope.org/Research/PerryProject/perrymain.htm
Researchers find link between 4-year-olds' TV time, bullying
Written by: Julie Davidow
Source: Seattle Post-Intelligencer (Seattle, WA)
Published: April 5, 2005

The more television children watch when they're 4 years old, the more likely they are to become bullies in elementary school, according to a new study from University of Washington researchers. Every hour parked in front of the television each day increases the odds of bullying by 9 percent. That result was true regardless of how much time parents spent nurturing their child's cognitive and emotional development, including reading, museum visits and asking them to help decide what's for dinner. The study, published in this month's issue of the Archives of Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine, did not examine the content of the television shows and videos watched. But exposure to violence -- even in movies and cartoons intended for children -- is most likely to blame for the connection between television and bullying, the authors suggest. About 60 percent of television shows contain violence -- a statistic cited by the study's authors from the Center for Communication and Social Policy at the University of California-Santa Barbara.
· Click here to read more about this study published in the Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine in July 2005.
Why the silence?
Written by: Ruben Rosario

Source: St. Paul Pioneer Press (St. Paul, MN)
Published: April 23, 2005

Researchers behind the most comprehensive study done yet on school shooters want to turn snitches into whistle-blowers to help prevent tragedies like that which occurred last month at Red Lake Senior High School in Minnesota. The project is barely weeks old and could last a year. The goal of the federally funded study is to find ways to change cultural mind-sets about informing to stop school violence before it happens.

SPECIAL FOCUS ISSUE: TRUANCY

Truancy is a problem that has plagued schools for decades and is usually a symptom of larger issues.  When students skip school, it can be a sign that they feel disconnected, disengaged or even frightened.  In fact, as demonstrated in some of the links below, during the past school year, pockets of schools across the country have had to deal with staggering truancy rates as a direct result of students fearing campus violence.  Truant students disrupt learning and are at a greater risk of being involved in crime as either a victim or perpetrator outside of school. But what has become an even larger problem for school districts is the funding lost by absent students. A California school district last year reported that even a one percent absentee rate translated to as much as a $50,000 loss over a 180-day school year. 
To try to combat truancy, many school districts are creating incentives to try to ensure that students are in class when the morning bell rings. A school in Boston offered students with excellent attendance a laptop upon graduation and either acceptance to college or the military. At Trimble Tech High School in Fort Worth, TX, attendance jumped nearly three percentage points after officials announced eligible students could win a new Ford Mustang. And in Kansas City, officials say incentives roughly doubled enrollment in summer school. Students who didn't miss a day received a prepaid Visa card worth $125. Some school districts, facing large budgetary losses as a result of truancy, have taken a more aggressive stance by penalizing parents who fail to ensure their children are in class. This latter approach, however, often underestimates the root problem of truant students’—the need to feel safe and engaged in their learning.
Hundreds of students stay home amid rumors of school violence
Written by: Zaz Hollander
Source: Anchorage Daily News (Anchorage, AK)

Published: April 21, 2005

Nearly 300 students at Palmer High School stayed home Wednesday after a student's threat to shoot other students swelled into rumors of wider plots that raced across Internet chat rooms and phone lines. 
Rumors empty Bangor area classrooms

Written by: Joe McDonald
Source: Allentown Morning Call (Allentown, PA)

Published: April 23, 2005

Sixty-four percent of the 1,200 students who attend Bangor Area High School stayed home on April 22 because of rumors that there would be violence at the school. The absentee rate was the highest in the district's history, said William Horvath, director of secondary education. Horvath said the more than 700 students who stayed home will be given an ''excused absence'' if they have a note explaining they stayed home because they feared for their safety. On Wednesday, April 20, schools Superintendent John F. Reinhart sent a letter to parents regarding ''disturbing rumors'' circulating in the high school about guns, fire drills, lockdowns and gangs. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Students wary after school fights 

Written by: Nicholas Shields
Source: Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, CA)
Published: April 27, 2005

Nearly two weeks after two racially charged brawls left several people injured, many students say they still don't feel safe. And some have simply stayed away. Jefferson High School, with an enrollment of about 2,400 students, has seen attendance drop by more than half on some days. The day after the first brawl on April 14, 1,346 students were absent. Attendance began to creep up, until the second melee on April 18. The day after that, nearly 1,100 stayed home. By last Friday, the absentee number had dropped to 585. It was at 385 as of Tuesday — still higher than normal, but the best number since before the melees. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
The following Web sites and documents provide more information on truancy and strategies to prevent truancy:

· Manual to Combat Truancy (archived document from the Department of Education)

· Truancy Prevention: Empowering Communities and Schools to Help Students Succeed (resource from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention)

· 10 Things Schools Can Do to Reduce Truancy (PDF)

· Best Practices in Developing Truancy Reduction Programs (PDF)

· Truancy Reduction: Keeping Kids in School (PDF)

· Joint Efforts to Improve School Attendance (PDF)

· New Approaches to Truancy Prevention in Urban Schools (ERIC Digest)
· Effective truancy prevention and intervention: A review of relevant research for the Hennepin County School Success Program (PDF)
· National Center for School Engagement (Web site)
· National Truancy Prevention Association (Web site)

· National Dropout Prevention Center/Network (Web site)
NEWS SUMMARIES FOR APRIL 2005
Experience is often the best teacher. The following articles appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of April 2005. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several news stories that deal with various policy issues that may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those articles chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they are most interested in learning more about.

KUDOS
Three local teens offer program to help kids deal with school toughs
Written by: Patti Brandt
Source: MLive.com (MI)
Published: April 13, 2005

Danielle Kramer, a junior at Bay City Western High School created  the "Do Unto Others" program through her law-enforcement class at the Bay-Arenac ISD Career Center, and she presents it with two fellow ISD students, Willie Reed and Jose Lopez. Using fact-cards, stickers, a game and a "bully box" that children can use to secretly identify a bully to their teacher, the program teaches fourth- to eighth-graders what to do - and what not to do - when dealing with bullies.

BMS students author resolution
Written by: Bill Hafer
Source: Beatrice Daily Sun (Beatrice, NE)

Published: April 13, 2005 

For 18 Beatrice Middle School students, learning about being active citizens has resulted in them authoring a legislative resolution to create State Bullying Awareness Week. The students spent a day in Lincoln, NE, where they had the chance to meet the State Supreme Court, a lobbyist, the chief engineer of the State Capitol and the governor. The idea behind the bullying awareness week was to establish a week that schools would use to discuss bullying and ways to prevent it, Steele said.

Local teen helps pass anti bullying bill
Written by: Amanda Dill

Source: WBIR-TV (Knoxville, TN)

Broadcast: April 24, 2005

Caitlin Nolan keeps a death threat saved in her voice mail as motivation in her efforts to ban bullying in schools. The 15 year-old was bullied by another girl for almost three years at her high school in Oak Ridge. Nolan's bully was eventually expelled for another matter, but the experience and similar stories from other students prompted her to do research that led to the crafting of anti-bullying legislation. The bill requires each of Tennessee's 136 school districts to adopt a policy prohibiting bullying or harassment, as well as explore preventive measures. The legislation has passed both the House and Senate.

POLICY ISSUES

Florida considers student-athlete tests for juice
Written by: Kimberly C. Moore
Source: Florida Today (Melbourne, FL)
Published: April 25, 2005

The Brevard County School District -- with 7,500 student-athletes -- doesn't test for steroids, or any other drug for that matter. And with three of five School Board members against any testing, the policies are unlikely to change. A bill in the Florida Legislature this session, however, calls for a pilot program to randomly test students in one yet-to-be-determined sport and for educating students on the dangers of the illegal drug. Rumors and admissions of steroid use have rocked the sports world in recent months.
No Child Left Behind not working to combat school violence
Written by: Gil Klein

Source: Potomac News (Woodbridge, Virginia)
Published: April 14, 2005

Two boys wounded in the shooting rampage at Red Lake High School in Minnesota last month were the first to reenter the school when it reopened. Under the federal No Child Left Behind law, they didn't have to go back. Any child who is a victim of a violent crime in school can choose another school, the law says. Two provisions in the 2002 law were designed to protect students from school violence. One gave students who are victims of assaults the opportunity to transfer to another school. The other required states to set standards for "persistently dangerous" schools, publish the names of those schools, and allow students attending them to transfer. Neither provision is working, education analysts say.

Programs

Teens teach about nonviolence

Written by: Sarah Evan
Source: Salem Statesman Journal (Salem, OR)
Published: April 21, 2005

Every Wednesday, 18 Walker Middle School students return to early childhood. Using a curriculum designed by several local teachers, the Walker students visit six preschools to talk with young children about self-esteem and nonviolence. The young children are learning to value themselves and to be nice to others, their teachers say. But the teens also are learning from the experience. "That ability to be a role model has made a huge difference," said Pete Teller, a counselor at Walker who makes the visits with the students. "They practice what they preach." (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Gang program called a model
Written by: Karen Robes

Source: Long Beach Press-Telegram (Long Beach, CA)

Published: April 25, 2005
Gang Resistance is Paramount, or GRIP, was featured as a model for effective gang intervention at the National Summit on Gangs in Washington, D.C. GRIP is a three-pronged community approach to target youths as young as second grade and discourage them from gang life. The program consists of bilingual neighborhood meetings for parents, school courses on how to deal with graffiti, peer pressure, tattoos and how gangs affect family members, as well as a high school follow-up program. GRIP has been proven to reduce gang presence, city officials said.

· For more information on GRIP, click here.

· To read a report the program evaluation of GRIP, download the PDF by clicking here.

Zero Tolerance

Zero tolerance: From the schoolhouse to the jailhouse
Written by: Nisa Islam Muhammad
Source: FinalCall.com (Chicago, IL)

Published: April 12, 2005
Zero tolerance school discipline policies have become the Pied Piper of the public school system, leading more of our children into the river of juvenile and criminal justice systems. Schools are increasingly relying on police and juvenile courts to be disciplinarians in cases that were once appropriately and sufficiently resolved by teachers, principals and school officials. These facts were released March 24 in a new report by the Advancement Project, a national racial justice organization, entitled, “Education on Lockdown: The Schoolhouse to Jailhouse Track.”

· Read the full report, “Education on Lockdown: The Schoolhouse to the Jailhouse Track. 

· Visit the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site for more information and resources on zero tolerance policies.

Mom labels zero-tolerance policy 'ridiculous'
Written by: Megan Walde

Source: Patriot News (Harrisburg, PA)

Published: April 27, 2005
A 13-year-old has no business taking No-Doz. That is what Deborah Mallek thought when her daughter, a Hershey Middle School seventh-grader, told her she'd been caught giving a friend one of the caffeine tablets on the ride to school. "I figured she'd have a few days' suspension, and it would have been well-deserved," Mallek said. Instead, Mallek's daughter, Hannah Gable, is serving a 10-day out-of-school suspension, and she may not attend school-related activities for 60 days. That, Mallek says, is unreasonable. Mallek wants the Derry Twp. School Board to re-evaluate its "zero-tolerance" policy.

School Security

State's schools scrutinize security and safety plans
Written by: Curt Brown and Bill McAuliffe
Source: Minneapolis Star Tribune (MN) 
Published: April 5, 2005

Bob Schmidt and other school officials around the state say that despite the bloodshed at Red Lake, no widespread changes in security are expected any time soon. In large urban schools, that's because metal detectors, cameras and police guards, some armed, are already in the halls. Osseo Assistant Superintendent John Fredericksen wears a 256-megabyte USB port replicator the size of a half-stick of chewing gum around his neck that, when placed in a police laptop computer, can display floor plans for all the district's 30 buildings. But in small schools, such security technology and staffing is simply unaffordable, and small-town familiarity is regarded as good protection.

Prosecutors use terrorism laws to go after school violence
Written by: No author credited
Source: Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI)

Published: April 6, 2005

Michigan's use of an anti-terrorism law to curb school violence has sparked debate over the law's intent and raised an important question among prosecutors, school officials and others: When is a troubled teen a terrorist? Law enforcement officials say the law against threatening terrorism, enacted in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks, gives them a vital tool to avert shootings like the one last month in Minnesota, where a student shot and killed nine people before turning the gun on himself. With no specific state law against threatening to kill someone, they say, the terrorism law is the only one that works. But many school-violence experts say labeling a disturbed or angry teen a terrorist is going overboard. In some cases, they say, what the student needs is psychological help, not jail time.

Video cameras: The New Watchdog

Written by: Jill Fellow
Source: New Utah (American Fork, UT)
Published: April 6, 2005

Utah County schools and districts started installing video cameras in hallways and other school common areas about 10 years ago, and they have not stopped. Now with the installation of cameras at Centennial Middle School in Provo earlier this year, nearly every Utah County middle, junior and high school is equipped with digital cameras that monitor students and school property 24 hours a day and seven days a week. Centennial Vice Principal Jarod Sites said he and other school faculty members didn't have to announce the installation of the digital guard dogs to the students for them to start watching their steps in the hallways. "The cameras have already made a difference in their behavior," he said. "They noticed our school officer on a ladder as he installed them ... And they noticed the small domes on the ceiling, and that was about all it took."

School shooting brings push for more in-school clinics in Orleans

Written by: Associated Press

Source: Times Picayune (New Orleans, LA)

Published: April 11, 2005

Moments after he was shot outside a New Orleans high school on Wednesday, Jerome Brown had a nurse practitioner by his side. Now, there's now a push for more school-based clinics. The clinics provide all types of care for students, including emergency care, but only five schools in Orleans Parish have them. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information on this story.)
Authorities conduct simulated school shooting
Written by: No author credited
Source: WHIOtv.com (Dayton, OH)
Broadcast: April 27, 2005

Police around the country are preparing for scenarios like the Columbine massacre. Authorities in Riverside, OH, held a simulation that will help local authorities be prepared for such scenarios. Law enforcement officers and students participated in the mock school shooting. The actors are playing the role of killers and used paintball guns as their weapons. The simulation happened inside the old Mad River Middle School and took numerous individuals to make the mock school shooting look real. 
· To learn more about approaches to school security, download the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Comprehensive Approach to School Violence Prevention primer (PDF).

TOPICS

Gangs

North American Youth Gangs: Patterns and Remedies (testimony before U.S. House of Representatives)
Written by: Stephen Johnson

Source: Heritage.org

Published: April 20, 2005

Throughout history, youth gangs have flourished wherever there have been population shifts and unstable neighborhoods. However, recent growth in numbers and global affiliation of gangs pose a public security threat. Gangs that flourished in Los Angeles during the 1960s now have fraternal links to some 130,000 to 300,000 members in Mexico and Central America and have expanded across the United States to both major cities and rural communities in the eastern seaboard.  Activities range from defending neighborhood turf to armed robbery, extortion, alien smuggling, arms and drug trafficking. 

Gang violence fears keep students home in Clayton
Written by: Bridget Gutierrez
Source: The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Atlanta, GA)
Published: April 26, 2005

Not even the PTA president would send her son to Mundy's Mill High School after a weekend gang-related shooting prompted threats of more bloodshed. Her son was among 1,044 students who stayed home or left school early after hearing rumors that some gang members would try to retaliate for the slaying of senior Larry Bishop Jr. — a situation that left the campus' parking lots, classrooms and hallways half-empty.

Gangs in Greeley: Is it gang or pop culture?
Written by: Dan England

Source: Greeley Tribune (Greeley, CO)

Published: April 23, 2005

As parents, schools and many others continue to fear gangs and their influence on teens, Lynn Schofield Clark, a professor at the University of Colorado who teaches youth and media culture and did an extensive study on pop culture, says the response to the gang culture and its obvious link to hip-hop may be fear of the unknown. Yet others who battle gangs are concerned that gang images portrayed by hip-hop artists might push some teens into thinking the gang life might be the glamorous life. 

· Click here to visit the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site and to learn more about gangs, how to spot possible gang involvement, and links to numerous resources for gang prevention.

· See “Programs” for information on a model program for gang resistance.

Bullying

Work with children to prevent bullying
Written by: No author credited

Source: WMUR Channel.com (Manchester, NH)
Broadcast: April 14, 2005
Childhood bullying has long been considered a part of growing up, but it's often a traumatic experience for those involved. Charlotte Cross, of the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension, offered some tips to help your child stand up to bullying. One of the most important steps for the child to take is to not stay silent when being bullied. Tell a parent, teacher or friends. 

For more tips on how to stop bullying, visit these sites:

· http://www.stopbullyingnow.com
· http://www.cyberbullying.org/
School violence starts with verbal abuse
Written by: Johanna Maranto
Source: Exeter News-Letter (Exeter, NH)
Published: April 15, 2005

Sticks and stones may hurt your bones, but contrary to the old adage, we now know that words can also cause great harm. Stephen Wessler, director of the Center for the Study and Prevention of Hate Violence at the University of Southern Maine said that in his years as a prosecutor, every time he was called to a school on a case of violence, he arrived at the end of an escalating cycle. "The violence had actually begun days or months before with verbal harassment," he said. Bias, harassment, bullying, teasing and exclusion all fell under the heading.

· Be the first to get The 411 on Bullying, the Hamilton Fish Institute’s newly released primer providing you with a summary of research, program information and resources on this critical topic for parents, teachers and students (PDF).

School Bus Safety

When the school bus becomes a scary place
Written by: Cathryn J. Prince
Source: Christian Science Monitor
Published: April 19, 2005
In the United States, about 160,000 children miss school every day for fear of being bullied, according to the National Association of School Psychologists. Some of these children endure rides on buses where bullies have the run. Victims complain that these tormentors verbally abuse other students, tackle and pin kids down, and steal hats and books and throw them around the bus. … School buses, though, present a particular opportunity for bullies because they offer a captive audience and little adult supervision, experts say. In the US, about 24 million students ride the school bus every day, according to School Transportation News. Some schools have installed video monitors on buses - a step Dr. Joel Haber, [a psychologist based in Westchester, N.Y., and an expert in violence prevention,] says doesn't go far enough.

Cleaner school bus fuel is a breath of fresh air for Chicago children

Written by: No author credited

Source: Yahoo! News

Published: April 22, 2005

Many Chicago area school children will be breathing easier as they get on and off their school buses, thanks to a blended fuel that contains soybean oil. Chicago School Transit is the first school bus service in the Chicago Metropolitan Area to use the soy-based biodiesel fuel, which reduces the hazardous exhaust emissions by 15-20 percent. … Studies have shown that children riding school buses are exposed to higher level of emissions than other children. Exhaust emissions inhaled on a consistent basis, from petroleum diesel fuel exhaust, have been linked to the causes of asthma and other respiratory conditions. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information on this story.)
· For resources on school bus safety issues, please visit School Bus Safety within the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site.

INCIDENTS OF SCHOOL VIOLENCE
Student is beaten on Cape school bus

Written by: Kathleen Burge and Megan Tench
Source: Boston Globe (Boston, MA)
Published: April 1, 2005
On a ride that started with some tossed jelly beans, a 17-year-old Sandwich student was severely beaten on a school bus that picked up students at five more stops.  The driver passed a fire and police station while students shouted at him to stop, student and school officials said. The student suffered facial fractures and was punched repeatedly in the face and chest by an 18-year-old schoolmate. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information on this story.)
Students knew
Written by: No author credited
Source: Winston-Salem Journal (Winston-Salem, NC)
Published: April 4, 2005
As the federal investigation into the deadly attack at a high school on the Red Lake Chippewa reservation continues, residents are struggling with a growing fear that as many as 20 children might have known about the plot or been involved. Dozens of students, here and in the nearby town of Bemidji, have been questioned about the crime. Federal agents this weekend seized scores of computers from students' homes as well as from computer labs at Red Lake High School.
East Texas Man Charged In High School Shooting
Written by: No author credited
Source: KWTX (Waco, TX)
Broadcast: April 12, 2005
Bail was set at $1 million for Jeffrey Robertson, 45, the East Texas man charged with aggravated assault in connection with the shooting of former Baylor football standout Gary Joe Kinne. Kinne, a former Baylor University All Southwest Conference linebacker was in critical, but stable condition in the Tyler Hospital to which he was taken after he was shot in the chest the morning of April 7 at the Canton High School field house. Kinne serves as both athletic director and head high school football coach in Canton. Authorities haven’t confirmed a motive for the shooting, but said Robertson’s son was kicked out of the school’s athletic program earlier in the week. They also said Robertson was banned from the campus and school functions after several confrontations with coaches.

Teen charged with threatening school shooting
Written by: No author credited
Source: WKYT (Lexington, KY)
Broadcast: April 15, 2005
A Paducah middle school student who allegedly threatened to take guns to school and shoot people was taken into custody, school officials said. Students at Heath Middle School overheard the 14-year-old boy make the alleged threats the morning of April 14 and reported it to the principal, who investigated and removed the student from class, according to Lewis Carr, resource office manager for McCracken County schools.
Computer user helps foil possible school shooting in NC
Written by: No author credited
Source: WHNS (Greenville, SC)
Broadcast: April 18, 2005
Police said a suburban Cleveland man stopped a possible school shooting in North Carolina when he reported a threat he found in an Internet chat room. Jason Scherer of Broadview Heights spotted the message by a poster who said he was "planning a Columbine" on a school in Asheville, N.C. Investigators said the person writing the message talked about using his father's guns.
Nevada teens arrested for spreading rumor about school shooting
Written by: Associated Press

Source: Las Vegas Sun (Las Vegas, NV)

Published: April 20, 2005
Three southern Nevada teens have been arrested after authorities said they spread a rumor that there would be a shooting Wednesday at their middle school. The boys, ages 14 and 15, were booked into Clark County Juvenile Center on suspicion of conveying false information concerning acts of terrorism, said Keith Paul, spokesman for the Henderson Police Department. 
Warren School Shooting Plot
Written by: John Olore
Source: WMTW-TV (Warren, ME)
Broadcast: April 26, 2005
Parents upset over a planned Columbine-style attack on the Warren Community School earlier this month demanded answers at a public forum. Police said the plot involved four male students from the school – all between 9 and 11 years old. They allegedly planned to leave the school grounds, break into a nearby home, steal guns, then shoot students. The four may have been upset over an incident that took place on the school’s playground. The students were all suspended for their roles in the plot, which was discovered on April 7.

Teen had a hit list

Written by: Kathianne Boniello
Source: Poughkeepsie Journal (Poughkeepsie, NY)
Published: April 30, 2005
Feeding people rat poison and running over fellow students with a car were apparently some ideas a New Paltz teen recently wrote about, officials said. The 13-year-old was arrested after a New Paltz Middle School assistant principal discovered a two-page list in the teen's backpack with about 40 names and 20 ways to harm or kill people, New Paltz police said. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information on this story.)
INTERNATIONAL SCENE

Less bullying in Norwegian schools
Written by: No author credited
Source: The Norway Post (Norway)
Published: April 14, 2005
The behaviour of children in Norwegian primary schools is better than a few years ago, and bullying is less frequent than before. This is shown by a new nation-wide survey. There is 30 per cent less bullying in the primarys shools now, compared with a study made four years ago. Teachers have regained control in the classrooms of the primary schools, the survey states. The survey has been made by the Center for Behaviour Research at the University of Stavanger.

Schoolgirls Held for Brutal Bullying
Written by: No author credited
Source: Chosun Ilbo (South Korea) 

Published: April 21, 2005

Two freshmen girls at an Incheon high school have been arrested for a brutal campaign of bullying against a classmate that included burning her abdomen with a heated spoon. Police said the nightmare of the 16-year-old began in March last year, when she was a third-year middle school student in Incheon. Two classmates started harassing her because, they said, she was short, not particularly pretty and apt to cry over nothing. At first, they teased her and made her run errands for them, but as the abuse grew more serious, they beat her and stole her money. 

School children discuss violence in schools
Written by: No author credited
Source: Reuters News Service
Published: April 27, 2005
A group of children in the Syrian capital, Damascus, recently took part in a website discussion on violence in schools. Their contributions were presented during the closing session of an international forum entitled: "Towards a School of Dialogue and Respect", held in Tunisia April14-16.

Largest network of student gangs busted in Seoul

Written by: Lee Sun-young

Source: The Korea Herald (South Korea)
Published: April 28, 2005

Police uncovered the largest juvenile gangsters' network of more than 300 students from a total of 94 junior high and high schools. According to the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency, the self-acclaimed "Seoul League" had 29 local units under its wing. Members establish their rank through man-to-man fights and senior members ordered others to extort money from their classmates to raise funds for their entertainment. They also committed violence occasionally to prevent members from quitting and keep them submissive, police officials explained. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information on this story.)
=================================================

The Hamilton Fish Institute on School and Community Violence provides information, research, and support to make schools safer for high achievement.
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