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FEBRUARY 2005 NEWS SUMMARIES
New and improved e-mail service

The Hamilton Fish Institute is pleased to resume its monthly news summaries.  As some of you have graciously let us know, our e-mail service was affected by a virus, causing many of you to receive repetitive e-mails announcing last year’s Persistently Safe Schools conference and a gang conference HFI co-sponsored in 2004. 

We have diligently tried to resolve the problem.  To ensure it doesn’t reoccur with future communications, and as a way of improving our service to you, we’ve contracted with an outside service that is secured against viruses and offers many new mail features we think you’ll find useful.  One of the most exciting elements is the ability to forward or recommend articles to your colleagues.  Another great feature is that new readers can automatically sign up to receive HFI news and summaries and, just as easily, you can automatically remove yourself from our list.

We hope you’ll enjoy the new service and, again, we thank you for your patience.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & CALL FOR PAPERS

Promising Practices for School-Based Gang Prevention & Intervention
March 21-23, 2005

Cincinnati, Ohio

A unique opportunity for educators, administrators, school resource officers, counselors and others to showcase their successful gang prevention/intervention programs or to learn more about gangs and the impact they have on schools and youth from other professionals. For registration or more information, visit http://www.commonwealthtraining.com/ or e-mail kypti@aol.com.

Persistently Safe Schools, the national conference of the Hamilton Fish Institute

September 11-14, 2005

Philadelphia, PA

Join teachers, researchers, and administrators from around the country this September for a comprehensive conference covering the latest in research and its practical application in schools. HFI”s Persistently Safe Schools will be held at the Wyndham Philadelphia at Franklin Plaza September 11-14, 2005.  HFI is currently circulating a Call for Papers for conference presentations. For the more information, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/ and click on Persistently Safe Schools 2005. While you’re there, you may want to review the conference proceedings from 2004.

NEWS SUMMARIES FOR FEBRUARY 2005
Understanding that experience is the best teacher, HFI staff catalogs news stories that appear in the major media each month as a way of keeping up with what’s happening around the country and how schools and researchers are responding to these trends. The following articles are some of those that appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of February 2005. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several articles that deal with various policy issues which may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they would like more information.  Wherever possible, we’ve enriched the articles with links to resources that will help educators and parents reach a greater understanding of the topics presented.

KUDOS

DC Youth start magazine to address issues of violence in communities
Source: GW Hatchet (Washington, DC)
Written by: David Barnes
Published: February 3, 2004

With the help of students at American University, teenagers in the organization Facilitating Leadership in Youth, or FLY, spent four months interviewing community activists, frustrated police, parents of crossfire victims, and peers who had entire groups of friends struck down with the pull of a trigger in the Washington, DC-area. The result is a magazine called "Why?: Guns Killin' Youngins," that captures their emotions, fears, and questions about the violence that surrounds them everyday. About 2,000 copies of the magazine were printed and distributed through a $2500 grant from the National Center for Neighborhood Enterprise. It can also be viewed for free on FLY's Web site.

Anti-bullying game devised

Source: Ayrshire.co.uk (United Kingdom)

Written by: No author credited
Published: February 15, 2005

Senior students at a Stirlingshire school have devised an anti-bullying board game in a Young Enterprise project. Fifteen young entrepreneurs at Larbert High School have formed a company called Zeal to market the unique game called "Sort it Out." They are now looking for a manufacturer who can help develop the concept and take it from the classroom. (Article has been archived by newspaper. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
High School Students Call for Radio Stations, Schools to Play Anti-Gun Violence Song

Source: Web Wire

Written by: Aldric Marshall

Published: February 22, 2005

According to the latest figures from the United States Centers for Disease Control, 2,867 children -- an average of eight each day -- were killed by gunfire in 2002. Now teens are standing up and saying enough is enough. Students from Suncoast Community High School in Riviera Beach, FL, have formed a group called Alter8tion and have recorded an album called "Stop the Violence," an album speaking out against gun violence. They’re challenging radio stations and schools across the country to unite against gun violence by playing the album’s first track, "Touch Your Mind," at noon on March 15, 2005.

· Click here to learn more about Alter8tion and to listen to “Stop the Violence.” 

SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Student arrested accused of carrying gun to school
Source: Channel Oklahoma.com (Oklahoma City, OK)

Written by: No author credited
Broadcast: February 2, 2005

A student at Santa Fe South Charter School was arrested for allegedly carrying a gun to school. A student told teachers that the male student had the gun in his possession. A call was placed to Oklahoma County Sheriff's Department deputies, who arrested the student after they arrived at the school. Principal Chris Brewster said the incident marked the second time a student has been caught with a gun at school since he started working there. He said the student brought the gun because of gang violence.

Pregnant teen accidentally shot
Source: WXIA-TV (Atlanta, GA)
Written by: Blair Meeks

Broadcast: February 4, 2005

A pregnant 15-year-old student at McNair High School was accidentally shot while waiting to be picked up by her brother after school. Angela Howard was shot in the neck and was taken to Grady Memorial Hospital where she is listed in serious, but stable condition. The injuries are not considered to be life threatening. Her 19-year-old brother, Angelo Howard, who is not a student at the school, was taken into custody as a suspect in the shooting. According to reports, he dropped the gun by accident and it discharged upon impact. He faces charges of discharging a firearm on school property. 

Girl flees after pair threaten with knife
Source: OregonLive.com (Portland, OR)
Written by: Anitra Reddy
Published: February 4, 2005
A 15-year-old girl escaped with a slight cut after two males forced her into a bathroom at Beaverton High School and threatened her with a knife, police and school district officials said. It was not known whether the assailants were students at the school or whether they knew the girl, said Paul Wandell, a spokesman for the Beaverton Police Department. The attack took place between 9:30 and 10 a.m., when students are scheduled to be in class. Wandell said police did not know why the girl was not in her classroom. (Ariticle no longer available online. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.) 

9-year-old boy faces gun charges
Source: Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, IN)

Written by: Jon Murray and Tom Spalding

Published: February 8, 2005

A 9-year-old boy today faces criminal charges and possible expulsion after he brought an unloaded pistol to school on Indianapolis' Southeastside. The Adams Elementary School third-grader brought the gun in his coat pocket, said Scott Miley, spokesman for Franklin Township Schools. The trigger was locked, he said, and the school's principal discovered the gun soon after the boy arrived. The student, whose name was not released, was taken to the Marion County juvenile detention center under preliminary charges of possession of a firearm and intimidation, Miley said. The school suspended the boy for 10 days, and under zero-tolerance policies he will have an expulsion hearing. The handgun belonged to a relative, Miley said, and was brought from home without any ammunition.

School safety a concern in revenge scare

Source: Pekin Daily Times (Pekin,IL)
Written by: Jared L. Olar
Published: February 12, 2005

A 14-year-old Pekin Community High School freshman was arrested for disorderly conduct allegedly wanted to get even with several students who he thought were bullying him, according to Tazewell County State's Attorney Stewart Umholtz. "On Feb. 9, information was received that (the boy) allegedly had attempted to solicit several other students to assist him in implementing a plan to retaliate against several students. This student perceived that he had been the victim of bullying," Umholtz said in a press release. "The plan, if it would have been implemented, would have involved firearms," Umholtz explained. (Article has been archived by newspaper. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.) 

Student stabbed on school bus
Source: Anchorage Daily News  (Anchorage, AK)
Written by: Megan Holland
Published: February 16, 2005

A name-calling spat between two middle school boys in the back of a school bus turned violent when one pulled out a pocketknife and stabbed the other. A 13-year-old was taken into custody and could face charges of felony assault, Anchorage police said. The 14-year-old victim was taken to a local hospital with superficial wounds to his head, neck and shoulder.  The boy’s injuries were inflicted with the 3-inch pocketknife blade, police said. The two were on their way home from Romig Middle School when the fight broke out near 36th Avenue and Arctic Boulevard. The bus, operated by First Student Inc., was more than half-way through its route, and about a half-dozen children were still aboard.

TOPICS


Bullying

What exactly is bullying
Source: Mount Vernon News (Mount Vernon, OH)
Written by: Pamela Schehl
Published: February 9, 2005

Bullying means repeatedly, deliberately and maliciously picking on or hurting another person. It can include both physical and verbal harassment as well as social isolation. Some authorities refer to bullying as peer abuse. Physical bullying may consist of damaging someone’s belongings; hitting, tripping or kicking someone; and other forms of unwanted physical contact. In older children and adults, physical bullying may include sexual harassment up to and including date rape. Verbal bullying is teasing, taunting, threatening and name-calling which is intended to cause discomfort to the victim. Social bullying occurs when an individual is intentionally excluded from a particular group or activity, when friendships are manipulated and when spiteful rumors and gossip are started and spread.

When it comes to bullying, there are no boundaries
Source: Education Week
Written by: Marinane D. Hurst
Published: February 9, 2005

American policymakers have been urgently seeking solutions to school bullying and violence in recent years, but the issue had been receiving attention in many other countries long before it hit the U.S. spotlight. “Bullying is a problem in every school in the world, which may seem like a simplistic answer, but it’s true,” said Andrew Mellor, the manager of the Anti-Bullying Network at the University of Edinburgh, an organization funded by the Scottish government to provide schools and students with information and support. (Note: This article goes on to describe the history of bullying research and prevention efforts worldwide.)

Bullying: How do you stop it?
Source: Mount Vernon News (Mount Vernon, OH)
Written by: Pamela Schehl
Published: February 10, 2005

Research shows that bullying is increasing in frequency and severity and traumatizes millions of students each year. Some educators, parents, mental health officials and law enforcement officials are concerned about that escalation because intimidation and bullying doesn’t stop on its own at any age. Schoolyard bullying often grows into hazing at colleges, adult domestic violence, harassment in the workplace and general anti-social behavior. The first step to stopping bullying behavior in schools is to recognize the problem exists. It may be tempting for some education officials to ignore reports of such behavior or excuse it. Ted Feinberg, writing for the National Mental Health and Education Center, said, “Bullying is often a common thread linking a school’s most troubling issues, including suicide, substance abuse, increased absenteeism and academic failure.” A refusal to acknowledge and to stop bullying implies tacit approval of the behavior. According to the Ohio School Boards Association, schools have a legal obligation to make sure students are safe at school during the school day.

A killer’s past and present collide
Source: Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)
Written by: Matthew P. Blanchard
Published: February 13, 2005

In the fall semester of 1954, Robert B. Bechtel was a 22-year-old psychology student assigned as a proctor in Wharton Dormitory at Swarthmore College where he contends that fraternity boys tormented him. He took his revenge on the night of January 11, 1955, when he shot and killed a sleeping student, Holmes Strozier, with a single shot to the temple from his .22-caliber rifle. Bechtel was sent to Farview Hospital for the Criminally Insane in the Poconos and, after five years, judged sane enough to be tried for murder. A jury found him not guilty by reason of insanity and let him go. Today, at 72, Bechtel is not only a free man, but also a respected professor of environmental psychology at the University of Arizona in Tucson. He says that being bullied since age 4 created the rage that exploded at Swarthmore. Bechtel makes a case that has been a mantra among educators since the Columbine massacre: Everyday bullying can leave children with post-traumatic stress disorder, triggering paranoia and violence.
Conte bullying complaint going to court
Source: North Adams Transcript (North Adams, MA)
Written by: Ben Rubin

Published: February 18, 2005

Two local parents will go to Northern Berkshire Juvenile Court today to show that their daughter was harassed, assaulted and threatened for two months by three girls at Silvio O. Conte Middle School. Timothy and Joanna Sunn of Kemp Avenue decided to take more stringent action against the three students allegedly bullying their 12-year-old daughter, Kelsey Lemaire, after they said the school administration knew about the problem for weeks, but did little to stop it. Timothy Sunn said he knew the problem for his daughter was more than just an isolated incident at Conte.

Teachers can help stop some bullying
Source: Times Record News (Wichita Falls, TX)

Written by: Ann Work
Published: February 21, 2005
You may take the bully out of the classroom, but you can't wipe out bullying in schools forever, according to one local expert. There are just too many children, at all economic levels, caught in the dynamics of competition and one-upsmanship who don't get the help they need, said Susan Rogers, a licensed professional counselor from C.H.P.M., Inc. Counseling Center. Teachers think they intervene in bullying instances much more often than children think they do. Rogers cited statistics showing that fewer than 25 percent of teachers intervene in bullying situations. But when teachers were asked how willing they are to help, 75 percent said they do it. "That's because you, teachers, see only the tip of the iceberg!" Rogers said.

Gangs

Hardwick T-Shirt Incident Gains Attention from Local ACLU
Source: KCBD-TV (Lubbock, TX)

Written by: Hector Flores
Published: February 2, 2005

A Lubbock ISD principal at Hardwick Elementary called about half the sixth grade students into the cafeteria for wearing red and where a police officer discussed the dangers of gang activity with students. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is now investigating the incident. A concerned parent continues to demand an apology, which she says she hasn't received. The parent of a sixth grade student, Laurie Long, said the police officer told the children he could hurt them, handcuff them and as he spoke to them, he held his handcuffs in his hand; that's how he pointed to them." 45 sixth graders, all wearing red, all warned about gang activity. Long says her daughter was accused of being in a gang. She feels the school took the wrong actions to approach any existing problem.

Preventing gang activity before it starts
Source: WALB-TV (Albany, GA)

Written by: No author credited
Broadcast: February 4, 2005

The GREAT program, Gang Resistance Education and Training, teaches middle school students conflict resolution, how to say no to gangs and drugs, and how to deter crime and violence. Police say it's important to catch the students at a young age. "We target middle school because middle school is where kids are easily influenced and are are easily approachable. So, we figure this is the age where you can get to the kids, get them to make their own decision on the choices they want to make," says Thomasville Police Officer Sherrie Gilbert. The officers who participate in the program had to take a two-week training course before being certified to teach the students.

· Click here to learn more about GREAT. 

Bush puts antigang plan in budget
Source: Reuters.uk (United Kingdom)

Written by: Alan Elsner
Published: February 9, 2005

A project to spend $150 million over the next three years to combat youth gangs was a rare new initiative in President George W. Bush's budget but some experts are skeptical it can have much impact. In his State of the Union address, Bush put his wife Laura in charge of the effort he said would "help organizations keep young people out of gangs, and show young men an ideal of manhood that respects women and rejects violence." The money would go to community and religious groups that mentor children, provide youth activities and work with former prisoners and drug addicts. At the same time, Bush's proposed 2006 budget, submitted to the U.S. Congress, slashed spending for several existing anti-poverty programs among more than 150 that would be eliminated or sharply curtailed.

Lure of gangs
Source: MLive.com (Michigan)

Written by: Joe Snapper
Published: February 16, 2005

Longtime gang law enforcement officers say the middle- and upper-class teens sucked into gang life are not a negligible presence. Although he declined to quantify them, Mike Van Horn, a member of the city's Gang Task Force from 1994 to 2003, called it a "significant percentage." The lure of gangs is a complex appeal, police and anti-gang mentors say. While many urban children are effectively forced into gang membership for protection, Van Horn says, others have to work to get in. Much of the problem is popular exposure, which is blind to socio-economics, he says. Just as for the inner-city poor from single-parent homes, the "rich kids" from stable suburban families also give in. Stoked by media portraits of modern outlaw living as glamorous and easy, the gangster image glistens.

Gangs use Internet to bang out messages of pride, hate
Source: Kansas City Star (Kansas City, MO)

Written by: Crystal Carreon
Published: February 27, 2005

Law enforcement officials across the country have noticed the surge in suspected gang members using the Internet to glorify the lifestyle and, in some instances, recruit. Just as some gangsters tag buildings with spray paint, these online taggers leave their mark in cyberspace. But, given the anonymous nature of the Web, authorities admit it is nearly impossible to gauge whether a posting, blog or Instant Message comes from actual gang members or wannabes.

For tips on how to help children stay safe in cyberspace, visit the following links:


· Wired Safety: Online safety resource including information about cyberbullying and information about how to report cybercrime.

· Cyber  Safety: Teacher and Parent resources for safe student use of the Internet
· Text messaging shorthand translator for parents and youth

· Parents Teachers Associations present Internet and Instant Messaging safety tips
Nine year olds forced into gangs
Source: New York Daily News (New York, NY)
Written by: Elizabeth Hays
Published: February 27, 2005

The gangs of New York are getting younger and younger. Concerned prosecutors across the city are warning that the city's violent street toughs are recruiting a new generation of baby-faced followers. The rise of teen gangs was highlighted in February by the shooting death of Bronx football star Fernando Correa, who had refused to join a local gang. But across the city, children younger than 10 are being forced to choose sides, prosecutors and law enforcement sources told the Daily News.

Girls and Violence

Mean Girls: A Look At Bullying
Source: WBNS-TV (Colombus, OH)

Written by: No author credited

Broadcast: February 12, 2005

Bitter battles are brewing in high schools across the country, and for the first time, people are talking about the problem. Girls comprise a growing number of bullies, and they work in a way that can leave deep wounds. When it comes to bullying, boys tend to be much more physical. They get into fights, hitting and kicking each other. Girls can be aggressive as well, but usually they're much more subtle. They engage in activities such as spreading rumors, gossiping even ostracizing someone to the point where they have no friends. That's why it's hard to pinpoint. Fighting you can see, but with words, girls can do more damage and you'd never know it was going on.

Bullying doesn’t only happen to guys
Source: Bismarck Tribune (Bismarck, ND)

Written by: Jocelyn Woodward

Published: February 21, 2005

According to area students and counselors, bullying is common among middle and high school girls. It comes in many forms, including rumors, intimidation and name-calling. Some area students admitted to instigating incidents, despite having it done to them. Most said they regret it later. School counselors said they see a lot of girls every year who struggle with the effects of bullying by friends. Girls do it for a variety of reasons, they said. They want to be popular or they struggle to fit in. Sometimes they just want to get even with someone who has hurt them.

· Download Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence (PDF)

· “Click here to learn more about the Girl Scouts Research Institute study “Feeling Safe: What Girls Say.”

School Bus Safety

Bus seat belts criticized
Source: MetroWest Daily News (Framingham, MA)
Written by: Crystal D. Vogt
Published: February 13, 2005
With the Legislature again likely to consider laws requiring seat belts in state school buses, school officials and safety experts say there would be little gained from the $12 million to $14 million cost for such a program. "National research for years has said that seat belts would be counterproductive," said Herbert Levine, Salem's school superintendent. "It sounds counterintuitive, but research shows that seat belts on buses would not save lives."

School-bus seat belts' safety open for debate

Source: Sun-Sentinel.com (Fort Lauderdale, FL)

Written by: Kelly Griffith
Published: February 15, 2005

It sounds hard to believe, but children wearing seat belts in school buses may face greater danger than if they weren't buckled in at all. That's the opinion of federal experts and many area school-transportation officials. Some state lawmakers are pushing legislation to have the lap belts made optional. On the other side of the debate are pediatricians and parent-teacher groups who say seat belts are simple common sense and prevent untold injuries. That's why they were required in Florida's buses more than four years ago. Some studies, though, show lap belts may cause greater injury than they prevent. In 2002, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration sent a report to Congress warning of that danger. Two Polk County lawmakers have filed bills that would revamp the law to allow counties to choose whether to have them. Florida is one of five states with a law that requires seat belts in buses. Under Florida law, all buses purchased after 2000 must have lap belts. (Article is no longer available online. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Mother tapes wild bus ride
Source: WVLT Volunteer TV (Knoxville, TN)

Written by: No author credited
Broadcast: February 24, 2005

Lisa Lewis says both of her children were assaulted on their school bus on two separate occasions within a month's time. 8-year-old Tyler and 11-year-old Taylor Lewis no longer ride the bus to school. Tyler and Taylor's mom says she went to Pleasant Ridge Elementary's principal multiple times after the incidents and when no action was taken; she sought proof, videotaping her children’s bus route. Here's what she found: students jumping from seat to seat; their heads hanging out the window; many roamed the aisle freely, blocking the driver’s view of the back of the bus.

Attention called to bad mix of cell phones, school buses
Source: Royal Oak Daily Tribune (Royal Oak, MI)

Written by: Tom Willard
Published: February 25, 2005

With children's lives literally in their hands each day, school bus drivers can't afford to be distracted, says Richard Clark. A city councilman, Clark said he's bothered by a sight he's witnessed more than once outside his Howard Street home in Madison Heights: Drivers operating school buses while talking on cellular phones. According to Clark, bus drivers transporting students to and from Lamphere Center at John Page Middle School can occasionally be seen using cell phones. The practice puts youngsters as well as other motorists in harm's way because drivers are notoriously distracted when using a cell phone, he said.

POLICY ISSUES

Zero Tolerance

Zero tolerance running amok
Source: Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: John Grogan

Published: February 1, 2005

How can we adults expect our children to respect us and our decisions when so often we act like total blockheads? How can we ask them to accept our edicts without question when too often those edicts, however well intentioned, are so wildly misguided? Take zero-tolerance policies in our schools. They are in place for a reason. Weapons and drugs have no place in schools. But the words “zero” and “tolerance,” when combined, add up to one scary concept: blind enforcement with no room for common sense. And when that happens, what are we left with? Injustice. And kids who lose faith and grow jaded. No wonder they look at us like we were just beamed down from Planet Clueless.

Student arrests test rules of a post Columbine world
Source: Christian Science Monitor 

Written by: Richard Luscombe

Published: February 3, 2005

Almost six years have passed since the Columbine massacre prompted American schools to adopt a zero-tolerance approach to students' misbehavior. Where the threat of a detention might once have been used to control an unruly student, a teacher today is as likely to call for a police cruiser. Now, three recent episodes in Florida elementary schools in which police handcuffed and removed children as young as six years old are crystallizing a national debate on finding a proper and practical balance between safety and tolerance. To school officials and safety advocates, such stepped-up vigilance -- and discipline -- is the only way to protect students from another Columbine. But to critics, incidents such as those in Florida are disturbing examples of how administrators have grown overzealous in their responses to classroom doodles and rumors of violent schemes.

'Gorilla' climber at school causes hairy situation
Source: Penn Live (Harrisburg, PA)

Written by: Tom Bowman

Published: February 16, 2005

Some might call it terrorism. Some might call it a senior prank. Others called state police. And the state police helicopter. And the Reading police bomb squad. And the FBI. And the Berks County SWAT team. Someone was climbing a wall of the school building dressed like a gorilla. Oley Twp. Police Chief David White said he "was running across one of the levels of the roof, then jumping down onto a lower level of the roof. We identified ourselves as police officers and he was taken into custody at gunpoint." State and local police locked down the school and sealed off roads around it. A SWAT team entered the building, "securing the hallways for safety," White said. When the man took off his gorilla mask at gunpoint, he identified himself as Matthew W. Pattison, 18, of Oley, a senior at the school, a National Merit semifinalist with no school disciplinary record, told state police and FBI agents he was playing a senior prank. Pattison will be charged with recklessly endangering another person, disorderly conduct, resisting arrest and criminal trespass, White said.

Mind Reading
Source: Houston Press.com

Written by: Margaret Downing

Published: February 17, 2005

Increasingly, people are saying that zero tolerance is heavy-handed, shortsighted and destroying too many young lives. And it's not just the black and Hispanic students and parents who've been bearing the brunt of an overzealous application of tough love who are willing to step up and yell.

Technology

Mobile phone group launches anti SMS bullying campaign

Source: ABC Science Online (Australia)

Written by: No author credited

Published: February 6, 2005

The peak body representing the mobile phone industry is launching a campaign to help combat the increasing trend of schoolyard bullying by text messages. A recent study of first year high school students in Brisbane found 14 per cent had been harassed by SMS. Randal Markey from the Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association says people need to be aware these types of threats are against the law. "People who use mobiles think they can get away with it, they believe they were anonymous and they won't get caught, they are wrong on both counts," he said. "The law is very clear. It's a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to harass, menace or offend someone and almost all calls can be traced." He says the Mobile Telecommunications Authority is providing practical guidelines to dealing with the problem.

Bullying over Internet fought

Source: The Journal News.com (Westchester, NY)
Written by: Richard Liebson
Published: February 9, 2005 
Conventional wisdom dictates that the best way for youngsters to deal with bullies is to confront them face-to-face. That's all but impossible to do when the bullying is being done via the Internet, a practice that experts say is a growing problem among young people online. "This is a mushrooming problem that really has to be addressed,'' Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano said to more than 500 students, educators and law enforcement officials at what was billed as the nation's first "cyberbullying'' summit in White Plains. (Article is no longer available online. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Bullying goes high tech in cyberspace
Source: The Citizen's Voice (Wilkes-Barre, PA)
Written by: Jessica Matthews
Published: February 23, 2005
Bullies have moved from school grounds to cyberspace. Often cloaked in anonymity, these "cyberbullies" use Internet and communication technology to harass their victims. Their goals, however, do not differ much from traditional, schoolyard bullies. "They want to torment, intimidate, mock, frighten their victims," said Ted Feinberg, assistant executive director of the National Association of School Psychologists in Bethesda, MD. "The difference is the technology is making it easier." Just how widespread cyberbullying is remains unclear. There are few solid statistics about online harassment. One study, conducted by the University of New Hampshire in 2000, found that one in 17 youths has been threatened or harassed online. A 2002 study done in Great Britain by NCH, a children's charity, found one in four students had been bullied online. 

Lawmaker wants to prevent cyberbullying
Source: Seattle Post Intelligencer (Seattle, WA)
Written by: Kelly Kearsley
Published: February 23, 2005

Stephanie Gallardo doesn't spend much time on the computer since someone hijacked her instant-message screen name and sent out mean messages. "The person was pretending it was me, and using it to call people names," the 14-year-old Seattle student said. "I never found out who it was." Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles wants to stop such behavior. She's sponsoring a bill that would require school harassment policies to prohibit "cyberbullying."

SMS-based anti-bullying initiative for youth launched
Source: Digital Media Europe.com (Netherlands)

Written by: Leigh Phillips
Published: February 24, 2005
UK MMS services provider Dialogue Communications has announced it is to provide the technology behind a UK initiative to help young people threatened by bullying or racial abuse. Text2talk, a new service launched in the county of Warwickshire by the local police in conjunction with other partner organizations, will allow youngsters to text to a special number and type in either 'bully' or 'racist'. They will then be contacted by a member organization within five days to receive advice and support as necessary. Text2Talk has been launched by Warwickshire Police in partnership with Warwickshire County Council, Connexions, and the Positive About Young People group. The service is a new mechanism for young people to send a confidential message to help them stand up to bullies without using more traditional face-to-face methods that can sometimes be intimidating.

School takes aim at online bullying
Source: Danbury News Times (Danbury, CT)

Written by: Heather Barr

Published: February 28, 2005

In his long career as an educator, William Glass has seen a million different ways adolescents pick on each other. Name calling. Shutting someone out of the group. Teasing. Even physical violence. The assistant superintendent for the Danbury School District had seen it all. The widespread use of the Internet in recent years, however, has pushed bullying to whole new level. Glass said so-called "cyber-bullying" is "becoming a bigger issue across the country. Cyber-bullying is the newest permutation of traditional bullying." Kevin Dally, President of the Parent Teacher Association of Connecticut agreed. "New technology has developed bullying to a new level," he said. 

For resources to help keep children safe in cyberspace, visit: 

· Wired Safety: Online safety resource including information about cyberbullying and information about how to report cybercrime.

· Cyber  Safety: Teacher and Parent resources for safe student use of the Internet
· Text messaging shorthand translator for parents and youth

· Parents Teachers Associations present Internet and Instant Messaging safety tips
· Kids Health presents information on Cyberbullying and Safe Surfing Tips for Teens
· Cyberbullying.ca (Canadian site devoted to the topic)

School Security

School districts review safety protocol after shooting
Source: WHOI (Peoria, IL)
Written by: Monica Landeros
Published: February 2, 2005

The chaos of the school shooting at Woodruff High School is still fresh in many people’s minds, including officials in Peoria Heights. “In lieu of what happened at Woodruff, it kind of brings everything to light, that you always go over your emergency response plans, which we have,” says Police Chief Dustin Sutton of Peoria Heights. Through monthly meetings, school and police officials in Peoria Heights are making sure they can respond to any school-related emergency. “Crowd control is a big one when something does occur because you have a lot of worried parents,” says Sutton. They’ve also gone high tech. “Our grade school has the whole first floor monitored on TV cameras which have the capability of, of course, videotaping anyone who comes in the building,” says District 325 Superintendent Roger Bergia. And with the help of a skeleton key on school grounds, emergency crews have immediate access to any part of the building.

Program focuses on response to school violence
Source: The Citizen's Voice (Wilkes-Barre, PA)

Written by: Heidi E. Ruckno

Published: February 5, 2005

Law enforcement officials got pointers from one of their own on how to respond to a bombing or shooting inside a school. Drawing from his years of SWAT team experience, police Lt. David Wood presented the program. His goal was to educate others on how handle an "active shooter" situation, such as the Columbine High School incident in 1999. About 85 people attended the seminar at Dallas Middle School. Also in attendance were emergency management officials and administrators from several area school districts. Wood said a teacher should close the classroom door and lock it during a crisis, cover the windows and keep everyone inside the classroom quiet. He also advocates that teachers and students not secured in classrooms exit the building as soon as possible.

· To learn more about school security and crisis response, visit resources available at the Department of Education.

School security issues debated

Source: Peoria Journal Star (Peoria, IL)

Written by: John Sharp

Published: February 5, 2005

Ever since the 1999 tragedy at Columbine High School in Colorado and Sept. 11, 2001, school officials throughout central Illinois, thanks to an influx of federal grants, have added surveillance cameras, more security officers and practiced disaster or crisis drills all designed to prevent incidents like the Woodruff shooting. No one was injured in the shooting and the high school, along with nearby Lincoln Middle School, immediately went into lockdown until authorities gave the all-clear signal. But the incident at Woodruff is the rare exception, rather than the norm. And some professionals wonder if schools are taking their preventive security measures too far. "You can turn a high school into a prison, but a determined perpetrator is still going to breach (school security systems) anyway," said Tom Ellsworth, a professor and chairman with the department of criminal justice at Illinois State University. "If there are electronic monitoring, dogs in the schools, alarm systems, and cameras, it conveys a message of fear around it." School administrators, however, claim you can never have enough security, and they point to the incident at Woodruff High School as an example for that need. (Article is no longer available online. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
CA school requires radio ID tags for students
Source: MSNBC
Written by: Associated Press

Broadcast: February 10, 2005
The only grade school in rural Sutter, CA is requiring students to wear radio frequency identification badges that can track their every move. Some parents are outraged, fearing it will rob their children of privacy. The badges introduced at Brittan Elementary School on January 18 rely on the same radio frequency and scanner technology that companies use to track livestock and product inventory. While similar devices are being tested at several schools in Japan so parents can know when their children arrive and leave, Brittan appears to be the first U.S. school district to embrace such a monitoring system. Civil libertarians hope to keep it that way.

School safety concerns cause a buzz
Source: Boston Globe (Boston, MA)

Written by: James Vaznis

Published: February 13, 2005

North Andover Middle School is among a growing number of public schools northwest of Boston that are locking the front doors to their buildings -- forcing visitors to ring a buzzer or bell to gain entry inside. Burlington police Detective Thomas Fournier compares the practice to home security systems. "You can have the best security system at home, but if you keep your front door unlocked, it's not that useful," he said.

Security has a price
Source: phillyburbs.com (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: David Levinsky

Published: February 15, 2005

There are limits to school security. Most start with taxpayers. That is the opinion of many educators who are discovering that protecting students and staff can be a pricey proposition. "My only limitation is the finances," said Norm Perry, director of security in the Willingboro School District. Ted Campbell, owner of Fortress Security, a Cherry Hill firm that specializes in securing schools, said expenses for measures such as providing students and staff with identification cards or training staff to recognize suspicious activity can be relatively small. Other measures, however, such as video cameras, electronic access controls and metal detectors, can range greatly in price, he said. "A video camera just monitoring the front door of a school might cost somewhere around $2,000," Campbell added. "If a school wants cameras campuswide in every hallway, then you're talking between $50,000 to $150,000, depending on the size of the school and the types of cameras they want." Electronic access controls, systems that permit students and staff to use bar-coded cards to unlock certain doors, can also range greatly in price. Campbell said an access control system for a single door could cost as little as $500. A network that secures all rooms and closets could cost $2,000 or more, he said.

School nurses unprepared for terror attacks
Source: CNN.com

Written by: Associated Press

Broadcast: February 21, 2005
Long associated with treating playground scrapes and tummy aches, school nurses nationwide say they need to be more prepared for emergencies such as terrorist attacks. Many are trying to work around tight school budgets and a lack of respect as front-line responders to get the training needed to prepare for the worst. "Because of 9/11, so many things have changed," said Kathy Steffey, a nurse at Lakeview High School in Cortland. "We have to be prepared for almost anything." Nearly half the nurses who responded to a National Association of School Nurses survey listed emergency preparedness as their highest priority. But, disaster preparedness trainer Deborah Strouse noted that many schools don't even have a full-time nurse or health services. "They're really on the front line before even the EMT person gets there," said Wanda Miller, executive director of the school nurses association. "They are the person that has to react, has to be prepared and must have some kind of plan in place to manage the situations that occur."

RESEARCH NEWS

How schools can safely deal with student threats
Source: Newswise (USA)

Written by: No author credited

Published: February 7, 2005

A new study demonstrates how schools can safely respond to students who make violent threats, thereby preventing them from being carried out. Conducted by University of Virginia professors Dewey G. Cornell and Peter L. Sheras, the study reports on guidelines for student threat assessment, a method the U.S. Department of Education recommends for all schools. The 188 incidents reported on were investigated and resolved by school threat-assessment teams without a single threat leading to violence.

Bullying linked to suicidal thoughts
Source: Ivanhoe Newswire/ Pediatrics Magazine

Written by: No author credited
Published: February 9, 2005
A new study out of Korea suggests school officials need to keep a careful watch on children who either bully kids or who are victims of bullying themselves. The study finds these children -- and especially those who are both bullies and the victims of bullying -- are more likely than other kids to have thoughts of suicide. The research was conducted in two Korean middle schools and involved about 1,700 seventh and eighth graders. All completed standard psychological tests and provided demographic information to the investigators. Results showed victim-perpetrators -- kids who both bullied and were the recipients of bullying -- were about two-times more likely to have engaged in suicidal/self-injurious behaviors and suicidal thoughts than kids not involved in bullying. Among girls in the study, those who were bullies or victims of bullies also had more suicidal thoughts.

Study targets how to cope with bullying
Source: Miami Herald (Miami, FL)
Written by: Debbie Glasser
Published: February 10, 2005
Bullying is a serious problem that affects many school-age children. While there are no easy answers, British researchers say they've identified a positive approach to coping with bullies. More than 200 adolescents participated in a study to develop anti-bullying strategies that enhance self-esteem and assertiveness. Researchers suggested certain social skills -- such as the appropriate use of humor or neutral, non-confrontational responses -- might be effective in keeping bullies at bay. Results were published last month by professors at the University of the West of England in Bristol. 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE

Pupil arrested after school shooting
Source: SABC News (South Africa)
Published: February 2, 2005

A student was arrested for allegedly shooting a fellow pupil at a school in the Grahamstown area, Eastern Cape police said. Mali Govender, a police spokesperson, said the 20-year-old pupil was expected to appear in court soon. The wounded student, also aged 20, and a group of friends were studying in a classroom at Ukhanyo Secondary School in Kwanonqubela, Alexandria, when the suspect arrived at the school and allegedly fired a shot.

Attack on principal shuts Kangiiqsujuaq
Source: Nunatsiaq News (Canada)
Written by: Jane Gorge
Published: February 4, 2005
A violent incident that rocked Arsaniq School in Kangiqsujuaq [Canada] is pushing all concerned - staff, teachers, their union, the Kativik School Board, students, parents and the municipal council - to improve safety and security in the school. Following a brutal attack on the principal by a teenaged student on January 13, Arsaniq School closed down for three and a half days. More than 100 people, including staff, students, parents and community leaders, met at the school to talk about the violent incident and find ways to prevent it from happening again. Among other things, teachers demanded that the Kativik School Board hire another special education teacher to help students facing difficulties in school. (Article is no longer available online. Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Teacher complaining of parent rage at schools
Source: CTV.ca

Written by: No author credited
Published: February 8, 2005

Canadian teachers and school principals say they're seeing a rise of "parent rage" -- increasing incidents of verbal abuse that are now sometimes turning violent. In the past few years, schools have been working hard to eliminate student bullying, and it now appears they have to add parent bullying to the list.

Mum warned school of son’s suicide risk
Source: Reading Evening Post (United Kingdom)

Written by: No author credited

Published: February 14, 2005

A Woodley schoolboy, Oliver Sabine, killed himself after being bullied by younger students at Waingel’s Copse school, an inquest heard. The inquest heard 17-year-old Oliver was found by his mum hanging from a tree in the back garden of his home in June 2003. Oliver, known as Ollie, had suffered from years of bullying and had had his nose broken and five of his bikes stolen. The inquest also heard Ollie had cut himself with knives, suffered from ‘modest to severe’ depression and was having therapy. His mother Shirley Owen said she had warned the school that her son was a potential suicide risk, but headteacher Richard Green said teachers had not known. Green did admit staff were aware Ollie was in a troubled state of mind.

Killer held grudge after bullying
Source: Melbourne Herald Sun (Australia)

Written by: No author credited
Published: February 15, 2005

A 17-year-old Japanese boy who stabbed a teacher to death at his former elementary school was seeking revenge for being bullied there as a child, reports said today. "While I was going to the elementary school, I got bullied and didn't like the school," the boy told police, evening newspapers reported.

Girl recalls terrorists, blood, explosions
Source: Toronto Star - Canada
Written by: Rosie Diranno
Published: February 15, 2005

To all outward appearances, Fatima Kanukova looks like a typical teenager but her eyes are old. They have seen things no child should ever have to witness. "I'm one of those who got older because of what happened. Others, they went backwards, they got younger. They hang on to their mothers. They are frightened of everything." Fatima is from Beslan, a survivor of September's horrendous siege at Middle School Number One, where militant Chechen and Ingush separatists took about 1,300 children and adults hostage. Officially, 344 civilians were killed — 172 of them children — some slain during the three-day crisis that riveted the world's attention, a great many more killed during the botched and chaotic storming of the school by Russian security forces and armed fathers looking to rescue their kids, to punish the rebels, one of whom was beaten to death in the town square.
=================================================

The Hamilton Fish Institute on School and Community Violence provides information, research, and support to make schools safer for high achievement.

 

You are receiving this communication either because you participated in a past conference or you have signed up to keep informed of news and information from the Hamilton Fish Institute.  

 

To be removed from this list, please respond "DELETE FROM MAILING LIST." 

 

To sign up or recommend these notices, visit http://hamfish.org/newsroom/alert.html
