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JANUARY 2005 NEWS SUMMARIES
UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Promising Practices for School-Based Gang Prevention & Intervention
March 21-23, 2005

Cincinnati, OH

A unique opportunity for educators, administrators, school resource officers, counselors and others to showcase their successful gang prevention/intervention programs or to learn more about gangs and the impact they have on schools and youth from other professionals. For registration or more information, visit http://www.commonwealthtraining.com/ or e-mail kypti@aol.com.

Persistently Safe Schools II, the National Conference of the Hamilton Fish Institute

September 11-14, 2005

Philadelphia, PA

Join teachers, researchers, and administrators from around the country this September for a comprehensive conference covering the latest in research and its practical application in schools. HFI”s Persistently Safe Schools II will be held at the Wyndham Philadelphia at Franklin Plaza September 11-14, 2005.  HFI is currently circulating its “Call for Papers” for conference presentations. For the more information, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/ and click on Persistently Safe Schools 2005.  And, while you’re there, you may want to read the conference proceedings from 2004.

NEWS SUMMARIES FOR JANUARY 2005
Understanding that experience is the best teacher, HFI staff catalogs news stories that appear in the major media each month as a way of keeping up with what’s happening around the country and how schools and researchers are responding to these trends. The following articles are some of those that appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of January 2005. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several articles that deal with various policy issues which may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they would like more information.  Wherever possible, we’ve enriched the articles with links to resources that will help educators and parents reach a greater understanding of the topics presented.

KUDOS

Clarkston kids send message about bullying with DVDs
Source: Detroit News (Detroit, MI)
Written by: Janet Sugameli
Published: January 17, 2005

Use friendship to combat bullying. That's the message a group of local sixth-grade boys wants to get across as the children write and perform scenes for their newly produced series of DVDs focusing on virtues. The students from Everest Academy [a private Catholic school] hope their efforts will not only spread among the student body at their own school, but also make waves elsewhere. The DVD is the students' second, and they are planning another seven -- working at the pace of three a year until they are in eighth grade.
SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Loaded gun found by 7-year-old girl at school

Source: Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL)

Written by: Jodi S.Cohen and Sean D. Hamill

Published: January 7, 2005

A 7-year-old found a .38-caliber revolver wrapped in a white plastic grocery bag on the floor of a bathroom stall at Kingsley Elementary School in north Evanston (IL).  Police said the gun held five bullets. Nobody was injured. Parents pressed for a quick investigation into how the weapon got into the school and at least one family kept their daughter home. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Violence spikes at Lodi Unified School District campuses
Source: Lodi News-Sentinel (Lodi, CA)
Written by: Sara Cardine
Published: January 15, 2005

District suspension records indicate that spikes in violent offenses are turning school grounds into battlegrounds. High school campuses across the Lodi Unified School District are trying to wrap their hands around a violence problem that many say has gotten out of control. A search for answers is leading school officials into the community, where they say a culture of violence mirrors what's happening in their schools. Students bringing weapons to school. Fights. Threats. Harassment. These are just some of the problems students and teachers are dealing with on high school campuses. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Trial starts for dad accused of gunning down bully
Source: WESH.com  (Winter Park,FL)
Written by: Eryka Washington
Broadcast: January 26, 2005

Prosecutors said Clyde Blount gunned down 16-year-old Lonnie Hillary after school last February. Blount's son, CJ, told his father about a fight he had with Hillary. Investigators said the man tracked down the boy after school and killed him. 

School shooting
Source: WAND-TV (Decatur, Illinois)
Broadcast:  January 27, 2005

A 15-year-old was arrested for allegedly firing three shots into a stairwell as students walked between classes at Woodruff High School. School spokeswoman Lynne King says up to 20 students witnessed the incident, which involved two Woodruff students who knew each other. No one was hit by the bullets. A police spokeswoman says the 15-year-old fled after the shooting and was later arrested at a relative's home in Peoria. She did not know what provoked the shooting. King says metal detectors will be installed and extra security will be on hand when classes resume [January 28].
Teen charged in school shooting to be tried as an adult
Source: Duluth News Tribune (Duluth, MN)

Written by: Associated Press

Published: January 27, 2005

A teenager charged in the fatal shootings of two fellow students at Rocori High School will be tried as an adult, after the state Supreme Court declined to review the case. John Jason McLaughlin, 16, is charged with first-degree murder, second-degree murder and assault in connection with the Sept. 24, 2003, shootings. If convicted, he faces the possibility of life in prison without parole. Aaron Rollins, 17, died the day of the shooting. Seth Bartell, 14, died 16 days later. McLaughlin, through his attorney, has admitted he brought a gun to school and fired the fatal shots.
Teen pleads no contest in classroom stabbing
Source: Sun-Sentinel.com (Fort Lauderdale, FL)
Written by: Jon Burstein

Published: January 27, 2005
A ninth-grader pleaded no contest to attempted first-degree murder for repeatedly stabbing another Deerfield Beach High School student with an eight-inch screwdriver in a classroom confrontation. Hector Medina, 15, had been charged as an adult, but as part of the plea deal he will spend no more than three years in a maximum-security juvenile detention center. He could have faced up to life in an adult prison if he was convicted of the Oct. 19 attack that left his classmate with a punctured lung and head and neck wounds.

Teen gets 100 years in school shooting
Source: Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD)

Written by: Jennifer McMenamin
Published: January 28, 2005

Saying he could not begin to imagine the terror that students and teachers felt walking out of their school last spring as gunfire erupted, a Baltimore County judge sentenced an 18-year-old former Randallstown High School student to 100 years in prison for his role in the shootings that left one student partially paralyzed and three others wounded.

Rumors of violence keep hundreds out of classes
Source: Daytona Beach News-Journal  (Daytona, FL)

Written by: Linda Trimble and Jeannine Gage
Published: January 29, 2005

Nearly 500 students checked out of Pine Ridge High School [January 28] after rumors spread that racial violence would break out on campus. Sports events and weekend activities were canceled. No fights were reported but extra sheriff's deputies kept an eye on the campus. Within the past week, four students have been charged with having knives at the and 200 students watched a fight between two girls [January 25]. The trouble on the 2,500-student campus began with an after-school fight between two groups of students January 21, leading to rumors one group would retaliate.
TOPICS


Bullying

Rochester school must turn over bullying files

Source: Foster's Daily Democrat (Dover, NH)
Written by: Marcus Weisgerber
Published: January 12, 2005

A superior court judge has ordered the Rochester School Department to turn over records of former students to lawyers representing a former Spaulding High School student involved in a bullying incident more than three years ago. The civil suit claims Kristen Bouchie suffered physical and emotional distress and is paying for ongoing medical treatment from incidents that occurred while attending Spaulding High School. The lawsuit, filed last year, claims Bouchie was harassed and intimidated by female gang members for eight months and also accuses the district of not enforcing its anti-harassment policies. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Middle school taunts take frightening turn
Source: Denver Post (Denver, CO)
Written by: Elizabeth Aguilera
Published: January 13, 2005

Determining when students cross the line between mischief and a criminal act isn't simple, metro- area school officials say. Early intervention is the key, they say, before shouts and taunts turn into shoves and fists.  Or worse. "If you don't catch these things, it can become sexual harassment because they begin to touch, gesture or say things that are inappropriate," said Gene Jacquez, manager of Safe and Drug Free Schools Programs in Denver Public Schools. What’s more, balancing the rights of the accused with those of the victim is one of many challenges schools face when managing intimidation and bullying, said Kenneth Trump, president of National School Safety and Security Services, a Cleveland-based school safety consulting firm.

UA prof who killed as student backs anti-bullying bill
Source: The Arizona Republic (Phoenix, AZ)
Written by: Robbie Sherwood
Published: January 19, 2005

University of Arizona psychology Professor Robert Bechtel was bullied and taunted in school from the age of 4 until he became a student at Pennsylvania's Swarthmore College in 1955. Then one day, he snapped. Bechtel brought a gun into his dormitory and shot one of his tormentors to death. Bechtel, who initially disclosed his violent past to his superiors and students in November, implored a legislative panel to take a crucial first step to outlawing bullying in Arizona schools.

2 suicides linked to bullying at Sask school
Source: CBC News (Canada)

Written by: No author credited
Published: January 26, 2005 

The town of Canora [Canada] is struggling to come to grips with the recent suicides of two teenagers who may have been victims of bullying at school. One of the teenagers, 16-year-old Travis Sleeva, was subjected to harassment over an extended period said his parents, Gary and Carol Sleeva. Parents said the school failed to deal the bullying appropriately.

Bullying stats surprising
Source: WHO-TV (Des Moines, IA)

Written by: No author credited

Broadcast: January 27, 2005

The fight against bullying started back in 2002 with a survey of more than 96 thousand students.  Their answers made school administrators sit up and listen. For example, 44 percent of kids surveyed said kids at their school don't treat each other with respect.  Twenty percent said violence is not the worst way to solve a problem, and 18 percent of kids said they, themselves, had threatened to harm someone physically within the previous year. It's called the Iowa Youth Survey, and the Department of Health does it every three years.  This year, they'll do it again.  They're eager to see how trends have changed, and they're even considering doing this survey more often.
Gangs

Ball rolling on gang reduction
Source: Long Beach Press-Telegram (Long Beach, CA)
Written by: Kristopher Hanson
Published: January 2005

The city is recruiting hundreds of at-risk young adults and teens for job-training programs in an effort to help reduce gang and youth violence. The job-training effort is a major focus of a task force established last year to steer young people away from violence and gang activity. The efforts were announced at the Youth and Gang Violence Prevention Task Force's monthly meeting, where members, who include police, residents, civic leaders and nonprofit organizations, laid out their goals for the new year.

· To learn more about gangs in the Los Angeles area or to learn more about how that city is meeting the gang challenge, visit http://www.streetgangs.com/.

Boston street gangs master intimidation

Source: Seattle Times (Seattle, WA)

Written by: Fox Butterfield

Published: January 16, 2005

Intimidation has gone hand in hand with a sharp increase in the number of street gangs, not just in their traditional strongholds such as Los Angeles and Chicago but also in affluent parts of Northern Virginia, Denver and Raleigh-Durham, NC. Every year in New York City, hundreds of witnesses in court cases report being threatened, and at least 19 have been killed since 1980, according to law-enforcement officials. The latest FBI Uniform Crime Report, for 2003, showed that while overall crime has been level or has fallen slightly in the past four years, juvenile-gang homicides have jumped 25 percent since 2000. The trend has led the bureau to make a major switch in the past six months, making combating street gangs its top criminal priority, said FBI Assistant Director Chris Swecker. The change is particularly significant because since the September 11 terrorist attacks, the bureau has made counterterrorism its main job and has cut back on some of its domestic crime fighting.

· Learn more about gangs, and find specialized resources and information about programs to combat gangs in schools and communities by visiting HFI’s gang resources page. 

Street soldiers train Valley kids to resist gangs
Source: The Arizona Republic (Phoenix, AZ)

Written by: Kamika Dunlap
Published: January 18, 2005

Street Soldiers Inc. has become a cornerstone of the Washington Elementary School District's effort to reduce violence among its students and the Phoenix and Glendale neighborhoods it serves. Earlier this year, the district received a $9 million grant under the federal Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative, and part of the money is being used to educate students about the high cost of joining a gang: dropping out of school, getting involved in drugs, possibly ending up in prison - or worse, dying.

Gangs deadly reach growing younger
Source: Washington Post (Washington, DC)

Written by: David Cho

Published: January 30, 2005

Johnny and Luzmila Campos fled their Arlington apartment five years ago after a violent Latino gang recruited their oldest son. They had high hopes for a quiet life in Fairfax County when they moved into a tiny rambler on Sheldon Drive. Last weekend, their youngest son, Anthony, 15, was sitting on the steps of a nearby apartment with two friends when he was gunned down. Anthony was killed almost instantly. Police believe gang members mistook him as a rival because of his clothes. The death of Anthony, who friends and family said was not a gang member, underscores a new kind of threat in the region. Ethnic gangs including Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13, and South Side Locos have lured hundreds of local children as young as 9 into their fold over the past few years, investigators say. And that has given them leverage to spread fear and extend their reach even into the area's most affluent suburbs, where such parents as the Camposes struggle to keep their children safe.

School Bus Safety

New bus belt law will strap schools

Source: Calaveras Enterprise (San Andreas, CA)
Written by: John Hall
Published: January 2005

After July 1, all new "Big Yellow Buses" delivered in California must be equipped with three-point passenger restraints. The seatbelt regulation will impact school budgets in a number of ways. Seatbelts reduce a bus' capacity by about a third, so an 84-passenger bus with lap-and-shoulder belts can carry only about 56 students. "Our buses, right now, are at about their limits,” Bret Harte Union High School District Transportation Director Patti Reid. “If you have 66 kids on a route now and the bus is limited to 56 passengers, you are going to have to have another means of transporting those other 10 kids." (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

· Learn more about school bus safety and the debate over requiring seat belts on school buses in HFI’s topical resources on school bus safety.

Family files suit over Jacksonville school bus beating

Source: Sun-Sentinel.com (Fort Lauderdale, FL)
Written by: Associated Press
Published: January 18, 2005
A middle school student and his mother have filed suit against a school bus company and the Duval County School Board, claiming they failed to protect the child, who was beaten on the way home from school nearly a year ago. In the suit, the family says the company is responsible because it did not intervene or call police or other assistance when several boys attacked their child. It also claims the School Board was liable because it had allowed boys who had bullied the child to board the bus with him. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Student achiever slowed down by fears of crime
Source: The Republican - Springfield, MA
Written by: Danielle Paine
Published: January 25, 2005

For the first time in his life, Myles J. Sanders, 15, won't receive a perfect attendance award for school this year. The reason isn't illness or apathy, but something far more insidious: crime. Sander's high school bus stop is in an area known for violence, and his mother is afraid to let him wait there. The predicament shows that the educational challenges for inner-city children, even National Honor Roll students such as Myles, go far beyond their commitment to study or the school facility itself.

Crash raises bus safety discipline questions

Source: Hernando Today (Brooksville, FL)

Written by: Paul Quinlan

Published: January 29, 2005

Questions have arisen among parents about discipline and safety aboard the district's school buses after an accident last week that hospitalized eight children. Much of the scrutiny immediately fell upon the bus driver, Ronald Gagliano, whom the school district suspended and the Florida Highway Patrol cited for taking his eyes off the road. Students said Gagliano turned around to tell them to quiet down just before he lost control of a school bus en route to Moton Elementary School. With a nearly full load of students on board, the bus careened, toppled and rolled along the side of Powell Road, flinging the 24 children from their seats. Eight were hospitalized. Many of the remaining 16 received minor scrapes, cuts, bumps and bruises. The incident has parents who depend on the buses to shuttle their children to and from school asking: Why should one man be responsible for both driving the bus and supervising and controlling the behavior of the more than two dozen children on board? (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

POLICY ISSUES

Zero Tolerance

Jell-O shots incident may be at end

Source: Times Picayune (New Orleans, LA)
Written by: Mark Waller
Published: January 5, 2005

The tangled saga of the 9-year-old girl who went to school with snacks that resembled liquor-spiked "Jell-O shots" may have reached its end after her mother made a last-minute effort to comply with school officials' calls for a drug test of the girl and family counseling. The incident got Noble's fourth-grade daughter suspended from Geraldine Boudreaux Elementary for nine days in violation of school system policies against possessing and intending to distribute substances that even look like drugs. The case, which centered in part on whether 27 small cups of gelatin contained alcohol and whether the policy against look-alike drugs is fair, exploded into a much-discussed, nationally publicized incident. 

Parents weigh in on zero tolerance
Source: Houston Chronicle (Houston, TX)
Written by: Helen Eriksen

Published: January 20, 2005

As Texas lawmakers ponder ways to revamp the law on student discipline, both to ensure fairness and keep schools safe, parents are frustrated and worried about the pervasiveness of so-called "zero tolerance" discipline. Critics say this policy gives school districts the green light to impose strict, uniform penalties for misbehavior without considering extenuating circumstances such as the students' intent to do harm or prior disciplinary records.

Schools weapons policies preclude leeway
Source: Contra Costa Times (Contra Costa County, CA)

Written by: Larry Slonaker and Maya Suryaraman

Published: January 23, 2005

In this post-Columbine era, when school districts say they have "zero tolerance" for weapons, students and parents often are shocked to find the policy can mean just that-- no tolerance at all for any transgression, no matter how trivial it might seem. But many administrators and district trustees maintain that, between the law and the community's demands for safe schools, they don't have a lot of discretion left.

Zero tolerance: Student suspended for taking medicine
Source: The Delaware County Times (Chester, PA)

Written by: Lois Puglionesi
Published: January 28, 2005
A Haverford High School honor roll student, known to all as a conscientious, high achiever, was suspended from school last week for taking what might be considered the equivalent of an aspirin. The suspension was based on a zero tolerance drug and alcohol policy, which expressly forbids any form of self-medicating -- including use of over-the-counter products -- without proper authorization. The student took an Aleve to alleviate menstrual cramp pain and later told the school nurse, who informed the assistant principal. The incident sparked an outraged response from parents, and raised questions about school policy.
School arrests spark furor on zero tolerance
Source: Newsday (Long Island, NY)
Written by: Wes Smith
Published: January 29, 2005
At least three times in recent days, Central Florida elementary schoolchildren were arrested on adult felony charges for misbehaving in school. Juvenile-justice experts, child-welfare activists, parents and even many educators have expressed concerns that zero-tolerance policies enacted since the Columbine High School massacre in 1999 have resulted in punishments for students -- particularly those in elementary school -- that neither fit, nor correct, their actions. But school officials and police say laws or policies demanded by parents concerned about safety give them no alternative but to have children arrested and entered into the criminal-justice system.

· To learn more about zero tolerance policies, visit the zero tolerance section on the HFI Web site.  

Technology

Blogs Versus Blahs
Source: Teacher Magazine
Written by: Grant Pick
Published: January 1, 2005

Patrick Delaney, a school librarian and coordinator of the San Francisco-based Educational Bloggers Network, estimates that some 1,000 teachers from kindergarten through high school have established blogs, which he calls “digital paper,” for their classrooms. Peter Grunwald, president of Grunwald Associates, a Maryland-based firm that does surveys of educational technology, predicts that it “will become more prevalent as kids—but also as teachers—become more comfortable with the technology.” Advocates of in-class curricular blogging say its rising popularity speaks to its ability to let students help teach each other. “If students are writing for an audience other than their teacher, it brings them out and makes them more thoughtful,” Zelkha says. “Blogging raises the standard of the whole room.”

Students booked with cyber stalking

Source: 2TheAdvocate (Baton Rouge, LA)
Written by: Debra Lemoine
Published: January 6, 2005

On January 2, deputies arrested three Loranger High School students following a week-long investigation into the teenagers' Web habits and booked them with cyber stalking, the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's Office said. A person convicted of the crime of cyber stalking faces a penalty of up to a year in jail, deputies said. The three Loranger High students were issued temporary suspensions before classes resumed on January 3, and a due-process hearing is scheduled to determine whether they should be expelled for the remainder of the school year, said Cindy Benitez, spokeswoman for the Tangipahoa Parish School System. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Sick craze leads to ban in schools
Source: This is Local London (United Kingdom)
Written by: Toby Nation
Published: January 10, 2005
Video mobile phones are going to be banned in schools after Crofton School in Lewisham [England] discovered students filming bullying and other assaults using multi-media mobile phones with video cameras. One mother has come forward to expose the trend for gangs of youngsters to make sickening mini-movies after discovering footage of bullying on her son's phone.

Tough cell: Cell phones, with messages and photos, throw educators a curve
Source: Daily News Tribune (Waltham, MA)

Written by: Jennifer Kavanaugh

Published: January 23, 2005

Schools have entered a brave new technological world, as students make greater use of cell phones, messaging, instant messaging and camera phones. Educators are trying to keep pace with the ever-evolving technology that students pick up instantly, but whose long-term implications are not as immediately clear. Some schools have completely banned the use of cell phones, messaging and computer instant messaging, others have more relaxed approaches or are in the process of crafting more formal policies, like Hudson. Several educators said they worry that the ability to send messages and take pictures with phones increases the opportunities for bullying. What were already difficult years for students learning about social interaction and responsible decision-making have been made infinitely more complicated by the technology, especially by things such as messaging.

Pennridge to stand up to cyber bullying
Source: Allentown Morning Call (Allentown, PA)
Written by: Jane Thompson-Smith
Published: January 27, 2005
Pennridge School District may soon be mobilizing efforts to eliminate a problem prevalent in American schools — cyber bullying. The school district defines cyber bullying as using technology to harass or threaten someone. This can be done by posting Web sites, sending single or mass e-mails, text messages on cell phones, and through instant messaging.

From bullies to blogs, middle school teachers talk shop
Source: Providence Journal, free subscription required (Providence, RI)
Written by: Daniel Barbarisi
Published: January 30, 2005

Middle school teachers from around the state gathered in Coventry to brainstorm on bullying and other problems and issues in teaching at the Rhode Island Middle Level Educators winter conference. It provided an opportunity for teachers to share what has worked in their schools with other teachers.  Sanzen and other teachers in Scituate Middle School have tried to raise student awareness of bullying through role-playing scenarios with students, and he said they've had some success. But the real challenge is to get students to involve an authority figure, and, to do that, you have to help them find ways around the code of silence. One of the keys is to create private avenues for students to quietly discuss the problems, without drawing attention to themselves. Teachers also learned about how using Web blogs has helped some students express themselves. 

· To learn more about using blogs to integrate technology in the classroom visit:

· http://www.glencoe.com/sec/teachingtoday/educationupclose.phtml/47
· http://www.edtechpost.ca/blogtalk_archive/Blogtalk_URLS.htm

School Security

State plans counter terror school sweeps
Source: Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: Kaitlin Gurney and Kristen A. Graham

Published: January 13, 2005

After information about Franklin Township schools showed up on a computer disk seized in Iraq in the fall, counterterrorism officials swept through classrooms, cafeterias and gymnasiums searching for security vulnerabilities. Acting New Jersey Gov. Richard J. Codey said he wanted to extend the same level of scrutiny to each of New Jersey's 26,000 schools. The state Department of Education said that a team of state police experts and local law enforcement officials would visit each New Jersey school between February and September to review and improve emergency plans. School officials also will be invited to a security summit in New Brunswick in the spring. New Jersey public schools have been required to develop crisis plans since the 1999 shootings at Columbine High School in Colorado. But Codey's initiative will focus on protecting schools from the kind of attack that killed more than 300 children and other hostages at a Russian middle school in the summer.

· Click here to learn more about planning for emergencies and to read resources provided by the Department of Education on threat response.

School District Reviewing Video Surveillance Policy
Source: Manteca Bulletin (Manteca, CA)

Written by: Mitchell C. Naylor

Published: January 19, 2005

In an age of increased surveillance at all levels of governance, the Oakdale school district trustees have postponed final approval of an amendment to the school student discipline policy in order to ensure parents have foreknowledge of video surveillance of students while they are on campus. At its Jan. 10 meeting, board trustee and past president Mike Tozzi removed an item from the consent agenda regarding use of video camera surveillance of students on campus in which that video may be used in a student disciplinary action. Tozzi's concern was that parents have adequate notice that such video recordings may be used in disciplinary hearings, and also that such recordings are not inadvertently erased if student misconduct is recorded and a hearing is in progress.

Cameras coming to Martin middle schools
Source: Stuart News (Stuart, FL)

Written by: Kelly Tyko

Published: January 19, 2005

High-tech, digital security cameras are coming to Martin County middle schools. On January 18, the school board unanimously approved a proposal that would put about 32 cameras in each of the four schools. The cost of the cameras and two recorders is estimated to be $150,000 for each school.

Post Falls police train for school shooting
Source: KXLY (Spokane, WA)
Written by: KXLY news team

Broadcast: January 29, 2005

Officers with the Post Falls Police Department trained for a Columbine-like school shooting scenario at Post Falls High School. In the scenario, officers faced multiple pipe bombs placed throughout the building and student volunteers posing as suspects with guns. They learned proper techniques for entering and securing the building. Since Columbine, tactics have changed such that officers will now enter the school right away rather than wait for SWAT teams to arrive, as did officers responding to the Columbine High School shooting.

Other Policy Issues

School threats create legal dilemma
Source: Seattle Times (Seattle, WA)

Written by: Christine Clarridge

Published: January 11, 2004

Since the 1999 shootings at Columbine High School in Colorado, schools and law-enforcement officials have struggled to form policies addressing threats of school violence, and hundreds of students have been arrested nationwide for threats of one kind or another. Yet, even when the headlines sound similar, what happens next isn't always so clear. Authorities must carefully weigh factors ranging from the First Amendment to the inner workings of the teenage mind before taking these cases further.

Alternative school touted over suspending problem students
Source: Rockford Register Star (Rockford, IL)
Written by: Carrie Watters
Published: January 12, 2005

Superintendent Dennis Thompson wants to put students with repeated behavior problems into an alternative school, rather than suspending them. Board member Mike Williams is not sold on the idea. Among Williams' concerns is a worry that the school will become a dumping ground for underperforming kids. Linda Hernandez, an assistant superintendent who led the committee that developed the proposal, says the vision is for students to get a 30-day placement, intensive intervention and then return to their home school. She said that under current discipline code, the only option is to suspend students out of school. An alternative school would keep more students in school, benefiting the student and benefiting the district's wallet. State funding is based on average daily attendance. 
Switching schools for safety is not an option with charters
Source: Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: Martha Woodall

Published: January 21, 2005

When Hosie Tart and Yolanda Cleveland-Tart moved from the Chicago suburbs to North Philadelphia in the summer, they thought they had found the perfect charter school for Cleveland-Tart's daughter, Kelsey Golding. But after the sixth grader told them she had been punched, kicked and choked by male students, they pulled Kelsey from Young Scholars Charter School on North Broad Street last month. Hosie, a furloughed airline pilot, and Yolanda, an educator, expected to move Kelsey to another city school where she would be safer. They were stunned to learn that provisions of the federal No Child Left Behind act allowing parents to transfer their children for safety reasons do not apply to charter schools.

Race relations big topic in district
Source: phillyburbs.com (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: Ben Finley

Published: January 28, 2005

The tensions began last fall. A small group of white students displayed Confederate flags on their clothing and the letters "WP" as an abbreviation for "White Power." A small group of black students responded by wearing the letters "NFL," which officials believe refers to black solidarity and is not a reference to the National Football League. Fights also occurred between black students and white students last fall. The incidents resulted in rumors about a riot at Truman, which led school board President Jamie Kravcak to request that police bring dogs into the school. No violence occurred. School officials had initially called in the commission to help resolve racial tensions. But after the police dogs were used, the commission decided to investigate.

DuPage schools try to build tolerance through language

Source: Chicago Daily Herald (Chicago, IL)

Written by: Kari Allen and Catherine Edman

Published: January 31, 2005
Sometimes high school students utter the words without even thinking. They'll say "that's so gay" about something they don't like or use words that are derogatory to homosexuals, said Naperville Central senior Ashley Keyser, a member of her school's Gay-Straight Alliance. That's why the group is trying to make administrators, teachers and students more aware of the language sometimes heard at the high school — words and phrases many students find offensive. Group members already have conveyed the concept to administrators and teachers; they plan to target peers next. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
RESEARCH NEWS

Curbing school violence
Source: Deseret News (Salt Lake City, UT)
Written by: Marin Decker
Published: January 11, 2004
School violence policies like "zero tolerance" and "three strikes you're out" may not be the most effective way to curb violence, according to a study by Brigham Young University and University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee researchers. In a paper published in the current edition of the journal Scholar and Educator, the researchers suggest that some current approaches may thwart individual acts of violence temporarily but don't address the root of the problem — teaching children how to deal with emotions and handle anger.

Violence hinders brain development
Source: Kansas City Star (Kansas City, MO)

Written by: Mara Rose Williams

Published: January 23, 2005

Witnessing violence can make anyone feel bad, but it especially hurts children because their immature brains are more vulnerable to stress. So says Linda Chamberlain, a research scientist who spoke about the effects of childhood exposure to violence on brain development. Chamberlain said trauma experienced by a child might not show up in destructive behaviors until the teen years. She suggested that when teachers, school counselors or social workers work with children who are abusing alcohol and drugs, having sex, experiencing eating disorders or threatening suicide, the adults should look closely for violence in the home.

Mixed Methods research examined
Source: Education Week

Written by: Debra Videro

Published: January 26, 2005
A recent study conducted in Milwaukee makes a good case for a push going on at the national level to shine a spotlight on “mixed methods” research in education—in other words, studies that blend different research strategies. Although various methodologies have always been part of researchers’ toolkits, much of the renewed attention to that strategy is a reaction to the U.S. Department of Education’s current emphasis on using randomized field trials to answer questions about what works in schools and classrooms. Some experts say such studies, in which subjects are randomly assigned to either experimental or control groups, are the best way to answer questions about what works best. Many education researchers complain, however, that the Bush administration’s focus leaves out other valuable forms of research.

PROGRAM NEWS

CHS students battle violence in school
Source: Clinton Sampson Independent (Clinton, NC)
Written by: Chris Berendt
Published: January 21, 2005
Clinton High School students are working to combat violence by increasing awareness among their peers of what can be done to both keep safe and prevent instances of violence from occurring in their school and community. Students Against Violence Everywhere, or SAVE, is an organization that promotes non-violence in the school system. It promotes the virtues of peace, civility and non-violence through compassion by helping students of all ages learn how to care for other people.

· To learn more about SAVE, visit the national SAVE Web site by clicking here.

Learning to chill out
Source: Ft. Worth Star-Telegram (Ft. Worth, TX)

Written by: Jessamy Brown

Published: January 30, 2005

Teaching youngsters to take deep breaths to help calm themselves when frustrated, confused or angry might seem like common sense. But the technique doesn't always come naturally. Porter Elementary School in Hurst is helping students in kindergarten through second grade learn how to deal with their emotions, control their impulses and understand the consequences of their actions. The Second Step: A Violence Prevention Curriculum was designed by research psychologists and educators, who say that students can learn simple techniques to help them get along better and reduce playground squabbles. … The yearlong program being run by Miller includes lessons on how to avoid a fight, handle peer pressure and gossip, interrupt a conversation and resist the impulse to lie or cheat.

· Click here to learn more about the Second Step program by visiting the Committee for Children Web site.

INTERNATIONAL SCENE

Violence at schools ‘the order of the day’
Source: Independent Online (South Africa)

Written by: Terri-Liza Fortein and Theresa Smith
Published: January 19, 2005

The death of a 15-year-old Bothasig boy after an alleged fight with a classmate is a grim reminder that child-on-child violence in the Western Cape is on the increase. Chadh Rowley, a pupil at Bosmansdam High School, collapsed and died in a Richwood park last week after he was allegedly attacked by a classmate who is a gang member. The principal of Chadh's school has denied that there is a gang or drug problem at the school.

Parents and schools liable for bullying
Source: Chosun IIbo (Seoul, South Korea)

Written by: No author credited
Published: January 24, 2005

The Seoul High Court has ruled that students who bully their classmates, as well as their parents and the schools they attend, are liable for damages to the victims.

Antibullying forces thousands of pupils to leave school after GCSEs
Source: Independent (United Kingdom)

Written by: Sophie Goodchild

Published: January 30, 2005

Homophobic bullying in British schools is forcing thousands of gay pupils to leave early, prompting calls for the introduction of sexual orientation lessons to the curriculum. As part of their Education for All campaign, Stonewall has drawn up a 10-point plan to encourage teachers to create an inclusive culture that does not assume all pupils are heterosexual. There are an estimated 450,000 gay and lesbian pupils in schools. But research done in 2001 by the University of York has shown that gay pupils with six GCSEs are more likely than heterosexual students to leave school at 16.
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