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JULY 2005 NEWS & NEWS SUMMARIES
HAMILTON FISH INSTITUTE NEWS & EVENTS

Persistently Safe Schools, the National Conference of the Hamilton Fish Institute

September 11-14, 2005

Philadelphia, PA

What can be done to prevent the disruptive effects of school violence? What new strategies and methods have been effective in different cities in reducing the incidence of violence? What factors contribute to youth violence in school environments? These questions arise every day among educators, parents, and local government officials in communities where school violence remains a serious problem. These issues and more will be explored at an annual national conference focusing exclusively on school violence. Persistently Safe Schools 2005 will be held in downtown Philadelphia, at the Wyndham Philadelphia Franklin Center, September 11-14. Join us! For more information, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/2005. 
Publications available from HFI

· Hot off the press! Hours that Count: Using After-School Programs to Help Prevent Risky Behaviors and Keep Kids Safe. Developed in association with the After-School Corporation, HFI’s latest primer discusses how to develop successful after-school programs based upon the proven success of the After-School Corporation's work in New York State. Includes a helpful resource section! 42 pages. (PDF download)
· The 411 on Bullying. This publication provides an overview of the problem of bullying, as well as current research updates, information about cyber bullying and many resources for parents, teachers and students. 40 pages. (PDF download)

· A Comprehensive Approach to School Violence Prevention. No one strategy or program holds all the answers for any school, and what's right for one school may not be right for another. This primer is a guide designed to assist school personnel and community members in creating safer learning environments using a comprehensive approach. 22 pages. (PDF download)
NEWS SUMMARIES FOR JULY 2005
Experience is often the best teacher. The following articles appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of July 2005. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several news stories that deal with various policy issues that may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those articles chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they are most interested in learning more about. To read the full text of the articles summarized, Windows users should press the control key (CTRL) and then click on each article’s blue title link and/or the “click here” link.  Macintosh users simply click on the blue text to access the encoded URL.
RESEARCH NEWS

Bad genes may make a brute, but it takes a bad environment to make a bully
Source: FOX News (USA)

Written by: Jennifer Warner

Broadcast: July 15, 2005

A new study shows that it's bad influences more so than genes that are behind making children bullies. Researchers say the results show that the type of social aggression that makes young girls and boys hurt each other with social snubs and snobbery may have very different roots than the type of physical aggression involved in picking fights. In the study, researchers analyzed the roots of social and physical aggression in a group of 234 6-year-old twins. Researchers had the girls' peers and teachers rate their physical and social aggressiveness, and their results showed that the twins' shared genes explained most of the differences in physical aggression, but relatively few of the differences in social aggression.

· Click here to read the study entitled Examining Genetic and Environmental Effects on Social Aggression: A Study of 6-Year-Old Twins published in the July 2005 Child Development Magazine

Girls who were victims of violence more likely to commit violent acts
Source: American Medical Association (AMA)
Written by: No author credited
Published: July 28, 2005
Girls who report previous violence victimization are more than twice as likely to report engaging in violent behavior, according to a study in the August issue of Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine…Researchers found that at the baseline interview, 38 percent of the girls interviewed reported committing at least one type of violent act in the 12 months prior to that interview. Twenty-eight percent of the girls reported committing a violent act in the 12 months prior to the first follow-up interview, and 14 percent reported violent behavior at the third interview. The odds of violent behavior were 2.2 times higher among girls who reported previous violence victimization. Violent behavior peaked at 14 years. The probability of violence perpetrated by girls was higher in neighborhoods with higher homicide rates and concentrated poverty.

· Click here to review the study, Violent Behavior by Girls Reporting Violent Victimization, published in the August 2005 issue of the Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine. 
HFI SPECIAL FOCUS: BACK TO SCHOOL 
It’s that time of year again—time for kids all over the country to say goodbye to the dog days of summer and head back to school. This year, while you’re helping your child get his or her notebooks and number 2 pencils together for the new school year, take a moment or two to review a few safety tips. Even veterans of previous school terms can benefit from a few reminders. We’ve pulled together a few basic tips for you to share with your children to get the dialogue started. 
General safety
· Walk with a buddy, and look both ways before crossing any intersection. 
· Walk your bike through intersections.
· Wear reflective material on clothing or backpack to increase your visiblity to street traffic. 
· Avoid writing your full name on the outside of your backpacks and books; keep your name out of view of strangers
School bus safety

· Wait for the bus to stop before approaching it from the curb.
· Try to use the buddy system when getting on and off the bus, and make sure your buddy is with you before you leave the bus.

· Stay out of the roads and on the sidewalk when waiting for the bus.

· Look both ways before crossing in front of or in back of the bus, and try to make eye contact with drivers so you’re sure they know where you are.

· Form a line and get on the bus one at a time.

· Stay seated when you're on the school bus.

· Do not cause disruptions or otherwise distract your bus driver.

· Avoid bending down in front of the bus to tie shoes, pick up objects, etc., as the driver may not see you before starting to move.
Bullies

Bullies are a problem for everyone, but the good news is that most schools recognize this now and have very strict rules against it. It’s hard to know what to do, but there are some skills your children can learn to help minimize the problem. Share these tips with your kids:
· Friends are one of the best deterrents for bullies. Be a friend to a new student or make new friends by finding other kids who like the same things you do and walk to classes with them. There is safety in numbers (and you’ll have someone to back your story up if you have to report a bully to a teacher). 
· If a bully or group of bullies bothers you, try to ask them to stop and walk away. 
· If a bully persists, report the problem to a teacher. If the teacher doesn’t take the report seriously, tell another adult until you get action. If the adults at your school do not take the problem seriously, make sure you tell your parents so they can discuss the importance of anti-bullying policies and their enforcement.
Want more information? Try some of these resources:

· Tips for back to school from the National Safety Council
· Tips from Family Education
· Tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics
KUDOS
Counselor honored for her anti bullying efforts
Source: The Gloucester County Times (Woodbury, NJ)
Written by: Martin C. Bricketto
Published: July 1, 2005
Birches Elementary School guidance counselor Donna Mills was recently honored by the state Department of Education with a 2005 Best Practice Award for running a sensitivity program that strives to show children their racial, religious and physical differences shouldn't become targets for teasing. The "Promoting Positive Peer Relations" program plays out differently in each grade, according to Mills, who said the school, from teachers to administrators, has a hand in its success. In fourth grade, for example, Mills touches on Cerebral Palsy, using simulations to introduce students to some of challenges those affected by the disorder must surmount. Students try to write with different objects taped to their hands and talk with marshmallows stuffed in their mouths. 

Carver teacher making “stars” out of would be young troublemakers
Source: Boca Raton News (Boca Raton, FL)

Written by: Nicol Jenkins

Published: July 4, 2005
Kenneth Rodriguez used to be afraid to go to school because of a fear of being picked on by one of his classmates…But after joining an after school club coordinated by one of his teachers, things started to change for the 14-year-old boy…The after-school club called the Robert Warren Success for Life has also made a world of difference for 27 other students attending Carver Middle School. The program teaches the students life skills and etiquette lessons, offers field trips and community involvement and provides them with a Carver employee as a mentor. Perry Stokes, a sixth-grade Social Studies teacher at Carver Middle, said he decided to head up the after school program with one goal in mind—to stop the violence among youngsters. 

POLICY ISSUES

Schools focus on modern bullying
Source: Bradenton Herald (Bradenton, FL) 

Written by: Richard Dymond

Published: July 3, 2005

School bullies can now be suspended for spreading hurtful rumors on the Internet or taking embarrassing cell phone photos, as well as physical attacks on fellow students. Manatee County took a step to short-circuit both cyber and old-fashioned bullies recently when the school board expanded the scope of what is considered bullying in the Student Code of Conduct…The district will now offer training to everyone, including teachers and bus drivers, on how bullies operate covertly.

City high schools are going smaller
Source: philly.com (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: Mensah M. Dean

Published: July 27, 2005
Smaller high schools will be the big thing in the Philadelphia School District this fall. The move is designed to reduce overcrowding while offering students a broader array of course offerings. Schools CEO Paul Vallas said that the decision to make schools smaller is, to date, his second-most important reform behind the implementation of a standardized curriculum.

Zero Tolerance
Law gives high schools new tool against hazing
Source: The Tampa Tribune (Tampa, FL)

Written by: Ronnie Blair

Published: July 15, 2005

High school students returning to school next month will find that tolerance is lower than ever for risky or abusive initiation rites for clubs and athletic teams. A law that took effect July 1 makes hazing illegal in Florida high schools and includes criminal penalties of as much as five years in prison.
Handbook hardened for BHS student athletes
Source: Bristol Phoenix (Bristol, RI)

Written by: No author credited
Published: July 27, 2005

Barrington High School student-athletes may make mistakes, said principal John Gray, but they may not want to repeat those mistakes after they see the re-drafted version of the student-athlete handbook. The new rules include an increased penalty for student-athletes who violate the substance abuse policy. From now on, anyone who is caught using alcohol or other drugs will face a seven-day suspension from practices and must miss at least two games. 
Take no prisoners approach to school discipline
Source: Black Voice News (Riverside, CA)

Written by: Chris Levister

Published: July 27, 2005

A comprehensive report issued by the United States Department of Education titled “Threat Assessment in School: A Guide to Managing Threatening Situations and Creating Safe School Climates,” suggests a troubling trend: Nervous school districts are increasingly teaming up with law enforcement to create a “double dose” of punishment—suspensions or expulsions and a trip to juvenile court for childish misconduct…Across the U.S. many public schools have turned into feeder schools for juvenile and criminal justice systems. Youths are finding themselves increasingly at risk of falling into the school-to-jail pipeline through push-outs (systemic exclusion through suspensions, and expulsions). Yet an even more direct approach to school safety is transferring a growing number of youth to the penal system.


· Click here to download a copy of Threat Assessment in School: A Guide to Managing Threatening Situation and Creating Safe School Climates (PDF)

Incident Reporting

School crime stats hard to decipher
Source: Miami Herald (Miami, FL)

Written by: Steve Harrison

Published: July 27, 2005

State records show that Broward high schools are getting safer because of a significant decline in violent acts during the past four years. On the other hand, the number of violent incidents recorded by outside police agencies at high schools is up almost 50 percent since 2001. The disparity raises questions about how school crime data are collected and analyzed, and whether the numbers accurately represent life on campus…The Herald compared data from 11 police agencies that patrol traditional Broward high schools with data for similar time periods that was compiled by the state, based on reports from school officials. The most recent comprehensive ''incident report'' submitted by Broward school officials had numerous flaws, officials have said.

One elementary school, for instance, reported one fight during the 2003-04 school year after having more than 200 the previous year. Such wide swings in the numbers may have coincided with the arrival of a new principal, who may have had a different standard about what should be reported.

School Security

SROs connect with kids
Source: NorthJersey.com (Hackensack, NJ)

Written by: Robert Ratish

Published: July 5, 2005

It is third period, and police Detective Chris Wittig hears that a high school freshman plans to fight an eighth-grader at a middle school. He sets out to find the freshman—just to give him a little advice…It's all in the job for Wittig, a school resource officer at Wayne Hills High School. He is part cop, part teacher, part mentor. And he, like thousands of "SROs" nationwide, is changing the relationship police have with schoolchildren. In New Jersey, as SROs settle into the school scene, lawmakers are taking notice: In February, acting Governor Codey introduced a plan to have SROs assess the safety of their schools, and the Legislature is moving a bill to formalize training on the SRO's role for officers and school staff.
Texas school bus drivers training for terrorism
Source: Denton Record Chronicle (Denton, TX)
Written by: Associated Press
Published: July 15, 2005
More than 2,000 school bus drivers and managers across Texas are learning that the backpack left on the seat might be a sign of an impending terror attack. Prompted by the terrorist takeover of a school in Russia, in which more than 300 people were killed, the program School Bus Watch will eventually include 44,000 Texas school bus drivers, said Mike Martin, executive director of the National Association for Pupil Transportation. More than 600,000 drivers nationwide eventually will undergo the training, the first attempt to standardize a national program for school bus anti-terrorism training. Until now, each school district has conducted its own training.

Policy bars gang-tinged activities on school grounds
Source: Roxboro Courier Times (Roxboro, NC)

Written by: Phyliss Boatwright

Published: July 16, 2005

After several months of debate, the Person County Board of Education this week adopted a policy regarding gangs and gang-related activity on school grounds. . . . The policy, effective as of July 14, states that, “The Person County Board of Education does not condone gang membership or gang activity. The superintendent or designee shall regularly consult with law enforcement officials to identify gang-related items, symbols and behaviors and provide each principal with this information.” One thing the board members all agreed upon was a key point—that gang symbols and clothing change on a regular basis and it would be nearly impossible for teachers and principals to stay current on the latest insignia and clothing related to gang membership.

Policy change allows students to carry backpacks
Source: Springdale Morning News (Springdale, AR)

Written by: Denise Malan

Published: July 19, 2005

High school students can carry backpacks to school, and middle school students can carry backpacks that aren't see-through under policy changes approved by the Lincoln School Board. . . . The middle school handbook previously allowed backpacks that were clear plastic or mesh and thus allowed objects to be seen inside. King said the rule was in effect for seven to eight years. . . . Superintendent Jim Lewis said the response was good at the time of school violence, but Lincoln is now one of few schools with such a rule, and clear backpacks are hard to find. Student Council representatives asked King for the change at the end of last school year, and parents support it, King said.

District to get digital surveillance
Source: Fort Worth Star Telegram (Fort Worth, TX)

Written by: L. Lamor Williams

Published: July 30, 2005

During the early weeks of summer school at Sam Houston High School, a prankster pulled the fire alarm. He blended into the crowd, but sharper images taken by a new digital recording system led security to him an hour later…Sam Houston was the first of the district's high schools to get the new digital equipment. Elementary schools got the equipment last school year and the remaining high schools and all junior high schools are scheduled to get the new equipment within the next few months…Trustees are scheduled to approve $200,000 to purchase the technology for the remaining high schools and all junior highs at their Aug. 4 meeting.

TOPICS

Bullying
Anti-bullying law will soon go into effect
Source: Arizona Republic (Phoenix, AZ)

Written by: Sherry Anne Rubiano

Published: July 3, 2005

Arizona's first anti-bully legislation is giving students a chance to fight back against their tormentors. Gov. Janet Napolitano signed House Bill 2368 in April, which requires school districts to create and enforce policies that prohibit bullying. The legislation, which will go into effect in late July, requires guidelines to define ways for students and parents to report incidents. The law also forces school officials to be more accountable. Tucson students who proposed the bill, along with parents and educators, joined Napolitano during a ceremonial signing at the Capitol.

Parents must act early to stop bullying
Source: Lowell Sun (Lowell, MA)

Written by: Dennis Shaughnessey

Published: July 9, 2005

Experts say bullying can come in many forms, from hitting or threatening to something as seemingly harmless as “blocking” someone on an instant-messaging service, causing the victim to feel isolated, alone…Lowell Police Capt. Robert DeMoura pointed to early intervention. Parents should be the first to recognize bullying in all its forms and should take swift action to prevent it. (This story is no longer available online. For more information, contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.)
Taunting trend takes hold online
Source: Los Angeles Daily News (Los Angeles, CA)

Written by: Naush Boghossian

Published: July 10, 2005
Childhood insults, once relegated to the schoolyard, have begun to emerge in what experts say is a new, even more insidious venue: the Internet. Simple taunts like "you're ugly" can quickly be magnified through e-mails, instant messages, personal Web sites and chat rooms for thousands to see. "The issue of bullying, although it is an old, old issue, has never had the ramifications that it does today because of the use of the Internet," said Parry Aftab, an Internet lawyer and executive director of www.wiredsafety.org, a leading Internet safety and help group…Experts say cyber bullying is a nationwide trend and is particularly acute among middle-school students and well-off families, where kids have cellular phones and access to home computers…Already in the United States more than one-quarter of households with teenagers have a personal computer and Internet access. Cell phone ownership has topped 16 million among teens and 'tweens nationwide, with 44 percent of 10- to 18-year-olds owning a cell phone. (This story is no longer available online. For more information, contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.) 

· Click here to visit wiredsafety.org
Ten Tips to help your child deal with bullying
Source: South Florida Parenting Magazine

Written by: No author credited
Published: July 30, 2005

Even if your child is not the victim of bullying, chances are that, by late elementary, he or she has at least witnessed it. Here are 10 tips to teach every kid about how to react when confronted with a situation where children are hurting each other. Kids can be mean to other kids. But bullying is serious—because it can lead to depression, violence, suicide and anti-social behavior, by the child who is bullied as well as the bully himself. (Click on title link to view the 10 helpful tips for parents.)

· For more on bullying, see the “Policy” section above.

Gangs
Gangs: Stopping the violence
Source: Lompoc Record (Lompoc, CA)
Written by: Bo Poertner and Neil Nisperos
Published: July 28, 2005

In an effort to give police another strong tool for fighting gangs, Deputy District Attorney Gene Martinez and Assistant District Attorney Christie Stanley, head of the North county office, filed for a civil court injunction in April that would allow the city to create a "safety zone" to keep gang members from congregating in certain high-crime areas…Gangs thrive because young men and women usually join through their own families or through friends, he said, adding that gangs typically recruit members from the ranks of young people from troubled backgrounds…The injunction would be an important tool in the effort to control gangs, giving police an opportunity to halt activities, such as hanging out on street corners, before they develop into more serious offenses, he said. 

Police make strides in combating gang violence
Source: San Mateo County Times (San Mateo, CA)
Written by: Julia Scott
Published: July 28, 2005

Last year, an eagle-eyed probation officer stationed at South San Francisco High School noticed something odd: Seven students had started dressing the same and spending all their time together. They were caught making graffiti signs identified with the Sureos, one of two local Latino gangs. He and Cpl. Bruce McPhillips, school liaison officer with the South San Francisco Police Department, met with the boys' parents and the school. The parents were shocked…The moral of the story is that education and parental involvement are key, said McPhillips. In an ideal world, "every parent and every student would be educated about gangs every year," he said. 
· Also see the “School Security” under the “Policy” section above for more information on gangs.

Girls and Violence

All girl violence on rise
Source: Natalia E Arbulứ
Written by: The Republican (Springfield, MA)
Published: July 10, 2005

Violent crimes among girls statewide is increasing slowly, but in Springfield, the numbers have soared in two years…In the city last year, 71 girls were detained for such violent crimes as assault and battery, according to statistics provided by the state Department of Youth Services. In 2003, only 45 girls in Springfield were detained for violent crimes. By comparison, the statewide figures for girls detained for violent crimes increased slightly from 623 in 2003 to 631 last year. 

· Also see “Research News” above for more information about girls and violence.
Racial Tensions
Inland districts target tensions
Source: Press-Enterprise (Riverside, CA)

Written by: Cadonna Peyton

Published: July 12, 2005
At least six racial incidents at Inland schools in 2004 and 2005 and several others in Los Angeles-area schools have prompted school officials to take action. While there is disagreement to what degree race played a role in the melees on some Southern California campuses, Inland school officials agree there is a need to address the issue before the next school year. They're considering some of the factors that experts say contribute to such fights, such as demographic shifts, community conditions, media portrayal and little intergroup communication. Some local districts are finalizing plans this summer, such as adding cultural-sensitivity training for students and staff, implementing an anti-bullying curriculum and increasing security. 

Truancy
Parents nailed for kids’ truancy
Source: Cincinnati Enquirer (Cincinnati, OH)

Written by: Karen Gutierrez

Published: July 3, 2005

After short trials before a Kenton County judge this week, 11 parents were found guilty of educational neglect because their children missed too much school this year. One mother, Star Morgan, was found not guilty after proving that her child was absent from a Covington elementary for medical reasons. The parents were among 32 who pleaded not guilty on June 2, when District Judge Doug Grothaus held a special court session to deal with 86 truancy cases. On that day, most of the parents pleaded guilty, and Grothaus sentenced them to pay not only the maximum fine of $100 but also several hundred dollars in restitution to the Covington and Kenton County school districts, which lose state funding when kids are absent.
City’s mayor, superintendent uniting to curb truancy
Source: WIFR (Rockford, IL)

Written by: Brad Broders

Broadcast: July 13, 2005

Despite a decades-long background in school districts across the nation, Rockford superintendent Dr. Dennis Thompson has never seen a city-wide approach against truancy like this…That's at the forefront of a daytime curfew ordinance, now being discussed by a city council committee. The plan would fine any student under 18 up to $500, along with public service work, if caught ditching school unexcused. The ordinance's purpose? Restoring attendance, and restoring order, between a city and its schools.

Truancy program makes strides
Source: The Dallas Morning News (Dallas, TX) 

Written by: Tawnell D. Hobbs

Published: July 23, 2005

Dallas County truancy courts are getting a lot less business these days because of a new DISD program. The early-intervention program, developed last school year, helps truant kids before sending them off to court. The initiative reduced the number of truancy cases sent to court from 20,076 in 2003-04 to 14,556 last school year…District officials said students assigned to the early-intervention program are evaluated to determine the best course of action. Options include doing community service or receiving a truancy prevention presentation and a college prep program. Students are monitored for a year but can be sent to court if other truancies occur. Parents also are educated about what is at stake. (This story is no longer available online. For more information, contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.)
Teachers heading D.215 truancy program
Source: Munster Times (Munster, IN)

Written by: Phil Rockrohr

Published: July 31, 2005

After almost 15 years of teaching, Lisa Bouler Daniels believes she has found her "true calling." And it couldn't be more rewarding. Daniels is one of two teachers in Thornton Fractional Township High School District 215 working in the state-funded Truancy Alternative Option Education Program. Under a three-year, $240,000 grant from the program, the teachers work with at-risk students to prevent them from dropping out of high school…District 215 started the program with this year's seniors when they were sophomores, Kilrea said. Despite a shaky state budget, the district received word last week that the program will be funded again this year. Under the program, Daniels looks for students with 10 or more absences and a combination of failures in English, math, social studies or science.
INCIDENTS OF SCHOOL VIOLENCE
Teen convicted of Minnesota school shootings

Source: LA Times (Los Angeles, CA)
Written by: Pat Condon

Published: July 18, 2005

A 16-year-old boy who prosecutors say smirked as he pulled the trigger in a school shooting that left two teenagers dead was convicted [July 18] of murder. John Jason McLaughlin faces a life sentence unless his lawyer can persuade a judge that the boy was mentally ill at the time. If so, McLaughlin could be sent to a mental hospital instead of prison. A judge who heard the case without a jury found McLaughlin guilty of first-degree murder in the death of Seth Bartell, 14, and second-degree murder in the slaying of Aaron Rollins, 17. The two were killed in 2003 at Rocori High School in Cold Spring. McLaughlin was tried as an adult. A defense psychiatrist testified that McLaughlin was suffering from schizophrenia and heard a voice that urged him to shoot Bartell, whom McLaughlin regarded as a bully. (This story is no longer available online. For more information, contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.)


Second suspect arrested in deadly school shooting
Source: 7Online.com (New York, NY)
Written by: Anthony Johnson

Broadcast: July 19, 2005
Police have arrested a second suspect in the deadly shooting of a school security officer…It took Newark police less than 24 hours to round up both suspects wanted in the murder. The first suspect was taken into custody right after the shooting. The second suspect was picked up today and he was turned in by members of the Newark community…Officer Dwayne Reeves was gunned down while trying to break up a fight between two females. Police say one of the girls called her brother [who came to the scene with a man who was reported to be a fellow gang member, and that man reportedly fired the fatal shot that killed the officer.]…The fight between the two girls actually began during the school year and carried over into the school. Apparently the fight was over a boy at the school. 

Teen convicted of threatening terrorism sentenced
Source: Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI) 

Written by: No author credited
Published: July 21, 2005
A teenager accused of plotting a massacre at his suburban Detroit high school was sentenced to a minimum of 4 1/2 years in prison Thursday for threatening terrorism and amassing an arsenal in his home…A jury found Andrew Osantowski guilty last month of threatening an act of terrorism and using a computer to threaten terrorism after authorities found Internet chat room messages in which he wrote he may kill students at Chippewa Valley High School. Osantowski also was convicted of receiving and concealing guns and possessing a firearm in a felony. 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE

Teenage girls committing more crime
Source: Ireland Online (Dublin, Ireland)
Written by: No author credited

Published: July 3, 2005

Teenage girls are committing more crime than ever, according to research carried out for the Government. It shows a sudden rise in juvenile crime since 1999—with behavior in girls getting considerably worse. The Juvenile Justice Study examines criminal offences by young people in Ireland since 1976. It shows 78 percent of female juvenile crime was carried out by girls aged between 17 and 20. The most common offense is theft but there has been a sharp rise in violence among girls since the late 1990s.

Bullying takes on epidemic proportions in German schools
Source: Monsters and Critics.com (Glasgow, UK)

Written by: Ernest Gill

Published: July 7, 2005

Bullying has taken on epidemic proportions in public schools across Germany, according to an alarming new survey that is backed up with first-hand accounts. A representative survey of 1,200 secondary school students showed 41 per cent claim they have been the targets of bullying in the past semester. Verbal taunts and intimidation are most common, of course. But there are worrying reports of increasing violence of a sort unheard of only a few years ago…Whether those clichés were entirely true or not, shaky video camera footage of kids being kicked and beaten have shocked post- unification Germany. The advent of video cell phones has made the issue more current than ever. Bullies proudly post the video evidence of their attacks on the Internet, humiliating their victims even further. 

Seoul school bully groups spawned crime syndicates
Source: Boston Globe (Boston, MA)
Written by: Jon Herskovitz and Kim Yoo-chul

Published: July 11, 2005

The old problem of school bullying has taken a modern twist in South Korea, where gangs use the latest communications technology and form mini-crime syndicates that combine gangs from several schools. With names such as the "Seoul Association," the syndicates, recently the target of a clampdown, linked bullying gang members from several schools in the capital Seoul to carry out extortion, assault, robbery and prostitution. South Korea's National Police Agency stamped out the syndicates earlier this year and cut down on bullying with a forceful nationwide campaign.

But experts on the subject say what happened in South Korea may represent the future for school bullying in the country and other parts of the world. (This story is no longer available online. For more information, contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.)
=================================================

The Hamilton Fish Institute on School and Community Violence provides information, research, and support to make schools safer for high achievement. 
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