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MAY 2005 NEWS SUMMARIES
HAMILTON FISH INSTITUTE NEWS & EVENTS

Persistently Safe Schools, the National Conference of the Hamilton Fish Institute

September 11-14, 2005

Philadelphia, PA

Join teachers, researchers, and administrators from around the country this September for a comprehensive conference covering the latest in research and its practical application in schools. HFI’s Persistently Safe Schools will be held at the Wyndham Philadelphia at Franklin Plaza September 11-14, 2005. For more information, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/2005/. 

Publications available from HFI

· The Hamilton Fish Institute quarterly newsletter, The Bulletin. In addition to its regular features, the Winter 2004 issue provides a review of the 2004 Persistently Safe Schools conference as well as tips for classroom management.  The Spring 2005 issue provides a preview of HFI’s Persistently Safe Schools 2005 conference and a feature on character education. You can read these and other issues of The Bulletin at the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site. 

· The 411 on Bullying. This 40-page primer is available as a PDF download from the HFI Web site and provides an overview of the problem of bullying, as well as current research updates and many resources for parents, teachers and students. 
AHS students learn through improv
Source: Arlington Advocate (Lexington, MA)
Written by: No author cited

Published: May 12, 2005
On May 17, the Safe Schools Task Force at Arlington High School and the Arlington Cultural Council sponsored an event for Grade 10 students presented by Urban Improv on Racism. Urban Improv is a violence prevention program for young people that uses structured theater improvisation to teach decision making, impulse control and values clarification. Now in its 13th year, Urban Improv provides interactive workshops that challenge students to deal creatively with major issues in their lives. Through the improvisational process, Urban Improv develops the skills of problem solving, conflict resolution, cooperation, and leadership.
· To learn more about Urban Improv, a program tested by Hamilton Fish Institute researchers and shown to be effective at reducing violence, visit http://www.urbanimprov.org.

RESEARCH NEWS

Bullying in Schools Pervasive, Disruptive and Serious 

Source: The Rand Center for Adolescent Health Promotion
Written by: No author credited
Broadcast: May 2, 2005
More than one in five 12-year-olds are repeatedly either bullies, victims or both, and bullies are often popular and viewed by classmates as the "coolest" in their classes, according to new research from the most comprehensive study on young adolescent bullying in an ethnically diverse, large urban setting. The study was conducted based on a longitudinal research on bullying conducted at UCLA in collaboration with the UCLA/RAND Center for Adolescent Health Promotion. … "Bullies are popular and respected: they are considered the 'cool' kids," said Jaana Juvonen, UCLA professor of psychology, adjunct behavioral scientist at RAND, and lead author of "Bullying Among Young Adolescents: The Strong, the Weak and the Troubled," published in the December issue of the journal Pediatrics. "They don't show signs of depression or social anxiety and they don't feel lonely.” Depression, social anxiety and loneliness are common among victims of bullies, who are nine percent of the students in the study.
· To learn more about this study, contact Dr. Sandra Graham at UCLA.
· An abstract of the article, "Bullying Among Young Adolescents: The Strong, the Weak and the Troubled," is available on the Pediatrics web site.
School violence worldwide linked to competitive test scores 

Source: Penn State Live (PA)
Written by: No author cited

Published: May 8, 2005

A Penn State study shows a significant link between school violence on a global scale and educational inequality. Contrary to popular perceptions, the United States is not the front-runner in school violence but places roughly in the middle of the international pack, says Dr. David P. Baker, professor of education and sociology. Despite keen media attention, outbreaks of mass violence such the Columbine High School massacre of 1999 are still comparatively rare. A far more pervasive problem is violence in the form of physical assaults, bullying and threats of violence, say the researchers. National patterns of school violence have little or no co-relation with the amount of violence among adults in a country or social trends such as the rate of divorce. Instead, these patterns are strongly influenced by inequities in the educational systems that, in turn, create inequities in academic attainment.
Living in a culture of anger
Source: Cincinnati Enquirer (Cincinnati, OH)

Written by: No author cited
Published: May 15, 2005
For parents who grew up in the good-natured world of "The Brady Bunch," today's prime-time television programming can seem bracingly hostile and aggressive. But for their children, it's the norm-- violent videos, threatening music lyrics, movie characters who seem impulsive and out of control. And then there are the scenes of real life, where many children routinely see angry acts, from rude behavior between strangers to road rage and domestic abuse. Does it add to children's anger? Maybe not, but experts say it teaches children how to express anger in all the wrong ways.
Bullying behaviors survey
Source: Lansing State Journal (Lansing, MI)
Written by: Survey developed by Diane Kocenda, assistant principal at Larson Middle School, Troy, Michigan
Published: May 15, 2005
Click on the link above to see a sample of a survey developed and used by staff at Larson Middle School to gauge bullying behavior in the school, as where as where most bullying occurs and how students perceive their teachers respond to bullying.
Expulsion rate high for preschoolers
Source: Virginian Pilot (Norfolk, VA)
Written by: Philip Walzer
Published: May 17, 2005
The littlest students are the ones most likely to get suspended, according to a report to be released today by Yale University, and Virginia preschools kick out 3- and 4-year-olds more than most states. Nationwide, the expulsion rate for preschoolers is more than three times the rate in kindergarten through 12th grade, says the report from Yale’s Child Study Center. Virginia ranked 10th highest among 40 states surveyed, with a rate nearly seven times higher than the K -12 average. One in 97 pre-kindergarten students is expelled, the report says. Educators sharply questioned the report. State officials and local pre school directors said they never or rarely expel students. The author of the report, Walter S. Gilliam, an assistant professor of child psychiatry and psychology at Yale, stands by the results. The study is based on about 3,900 interviews with pre school teachers and federal data from kindergarten through 12th grade.
· Click here to download a PDF copy of this study.
Power and control drive school bullies: But silent majority can stop torment, experts say
Source: Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI)

Written by: Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki and Teresa Mask

Published: May 23, 2005
Frank Williams is a self-confessed former bully who remembers feeling a rush of power when he humiliated other kids. "It could be anything. I'd see someone walking down the hall and say, 'Uh, that looks so stupid,' " said the 18-year-old senior at Walled Lake Western High. John Piechocki, also 18 and a senior at Walled Lake Western, said he got a personal high from making others feel bad, calling other kids everything from fat to ugly. It's that high that's the driving force behind bullying, said Glenn Stutzky, a clinical instructor in Michigan State University's School of Social Work and an expert in school violence: "It's having power over another person's life. The ability to make someone afraid. To make someone cry. To make someone feel humiliated." Some experts say it's the taunting, the teasing and the name-calling that have driven some local kids to create hit lists at school. 
SPECIAL FOCUS ISSUE: GIRLS AND VIOLENCE
Research has allowed us to dispel many traditional stereotypes related to school violence. We know more about who perpetrates targeted acts of school violence, where and why.  And one of the latest myths to fall is that girls are less likely to be involved in violence than boys.  Until recently, “girl violence” was largely overlooked because it tends to be more subversive than the more overtly physical violence of boys. It was not until researchers recognized the use of social isolation by girls against one another that the full picture of female violence came into focus. What’s more, most prevention efforts were developed to meet the needs of physical violence perpetrated by boys. 

If violence is viewed on a continuum, perhaps it is not surprising that, left unchecked, girls’ violence has escalated over the years and has become more physical. In the United States between 1980 and 2000, female juvenile arrests for aggravated assault increased 121 percent, while boys’ rates increased 28 percent; and girls’ weapons law violations increased 134 percent versus boys’ 20 percent. (Juvenile Arrests 2000)
Today, girls are more likely than ever to be at risk for gang involvement, drug trafficking and similar “at-risk” behaviors once thought to be exclusively the domain of boys. Fortunately, research is catching up and programs have been developed to address the needs of both boys and girls and early, before the cycle of violence is set into motion. Reaching girls through their friendships seems critical. In every focus group conducted by the Girls and Violence Task Force in (??), the girls interviewed emphasized the role that friends can play in preventing each other from getting involved in violent and aggressive behavior. They emphasized that it’s important to have the right friends who will talk to you; know you well; support you and calm you down; watch your back, both literally and figuratively; comfort and hug you; help you think about the consequences; and get help for you when you need it. (Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence, 2004)

Some of the other features of effective prevention programs for girls, as identified in Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence,  are that they:
· Involve girls in program planning and design;
· Target pre-adolescent as well as adolescent girls;
· Involve smaller groups so that girls can get to know each other and develop positive relationships with each other and with staff;
· Educate about the risk factors, especially sexism, victimization, abuse, poverty, racism and relationships that can lead girls to aggression and violence;
· Educate about the protective factors, especially positive adult role models, communication skills and becoming allies rather than adversaries
· Help girls understand relational aggression and their roles in it;
· Teach girls to address appropriately their feelings of anger and frustration that otherwise could lead to aggression or violence;
· Tap and build on girls’ cultural strengths;
· Provide opportunities to learn how to develop and maintain appropriate, healthy boundaries in relationships;
· Build leadership skills, strengthen girls’ willingness and capacity to take action on issues that matter to them;
· Explore girls’ motivations for behaviors of all kinds, including violent behaviors.

Girl gangs a growing issue
Source: WFAA-TV (Dallas, TX)
Reported by: Rebecca Rodriguez
Broadcast: May 7, 2005

As gangs are taking root in cities across North Texas, police are encountering more and more young women drawn into the vortex of violence. In the culture of gangs, such violence is a rite of passage no longer left to the boys. … "They're in the school; they are in the community," said DISD gang intervention specialist Charlotte Lewis. "They shoot; they kill." Lewis said about twenty percent of the gangbangers she sees are girls.
Bad girls
Source: New York Daily News (New York, NY)
Written by: Adam Nichols and Carrie Pelago
Published: May 15, 2005
A teenage crime wave is causing a spike in arrest figures - among New York's schoolgirls. Even as the NYPD continues to slash crime across the city, troubling police statistics show girls between 7 and 15 years of age are bucking the trend. Experts say these bad girls are getting mixed up in fights, street crime and gangs. NYPD figures show 1,902 girls were arrested last year, 252 more than in 2002. The following Web sites and documents provide more information on girls and violence:

Female teen violence increases
Source: NBC4i.com (Columbus, OH)
Reported by: Karin Hirschey
Broadcast: May 18, 2005
It's not just boys any longer -- violence among girls is increasing, NBC 4's Karin Hirschey reported. Statistics show one out of four violent episodes are being perpetrated by teen girls. The Center for Child and Family Advocacy President Yvette McGee Brown said violence among girls is a growing problem. "Girl violence is even more violent than boy violence," Brown said.

More information on this topic can be found at the following links:

· “Guiding Principles for Promising Female Programming” from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

· “Girls and Violence” from the ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education New York, NY
· “Girls and Violence” from Girls, Inc. (PDF)

· “Female Youths and Delinquent Behaviors” from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health.
· “Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence: A Report of the Girls and Violence Task Force” a report by the Governor’s Prevention Partnership, 2004. 

NEWS SUMMARIES FOR MAY 2005
Experience is often the best teacher. The following articles appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of May 2005. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several news stories that deal with various policy issues that may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those articles chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they are most interested in learning more about.

KUDOS
Students create PSA videos
Source: Newszap Arizona (AZ)
Written by: Mica Thomas Mulloy
Published: May 10, 2005
Deer Valley High School seniors Daniel Dixon and Skye Romero-Lay played a large role in creating nearly two dozen public service announcements for anti-violence month. The PSAs, which focus on how to recognize and report bullying and violence, were shown to classes throughout DVUSD throughout last month.
Bells students help STOP violence
Source: Sherman Denison Herald Democrat (Sherman/Denison, TX)
Written by: No author cited

Published: May 12, 2005
Violence in the school has been the recent focus of Bells High School students enrolled in Family and Consumer Science classes. Working on the project has been Joanne Kramer, Chris Cruz, Amber Baker, Rose Baker and Nathan Martin. The students recently completed STOP (Students Taking on Prevention) presentations made to Bells schools, the School Board, and at several 4-H and Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) competitions. The STOP program is the national FCCLA project.
POLICY ISSUES
Bullies unacceptable but firm policies are rare
Source: The Decatur Daily (Decatur, AL)
Written by: Emily McMackin
Published: May 5, 2005

School administrators call bullying unacceptable, but few local school systems have firm policies to prevent it. Verbal attacks, the most common kind in high school, fall under harassment in most codes of conduct. Harassment must often include intimidation or a menacing physical or verbal threat before a bully receives punishment. Schools take incidents involving sexual harassment, racial slurs, profanity, obscenity or battery more seriously. Decatur City Schools is the only local system with a policy addressing teasing and taunting, and immediately punishing students found guilty of it. On their first offense, offenders receive in-school suspension or an alternative school assignment. Most school systems give students a written or verbal warning first, and wait for a second offense before contacting parents or punishing offenders.

Schools inconsistent in reporting crimes
Source: Akron Beacon Journal (Akron, OH)
Written by: Joe Milizia
Published: May 6, 2005
School officials are often lax in calling police after a potential crime, trying to shield themselves from media scrutiny and public scorn, experts say. Educators are tempted to handle crimes in-house to protect the school's reputation, which affects enrollment and the passage of tax levies. … Part of the problem is a lack of uniform reporting standards that would provide a clear picture of violence in schools, said William Lassiter, school safety specialist at the Center for the Prevention of School Violence in Raleigh, N.C. Not every state collects incident data, and state laws differ on the definition of crimes. It's up to states to determine what constitutes a crime, and the U.S. Department of Education has no plans to develop standard definitions, said Deborah Price, assistant deputy secretary for the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools.

School takes first step in eliminating bomb threats
Source: Chetek Alert (Chetek, WI)

Written by: Shane Samuels

Published: May 11, 2005
Superintendent Al Brown, along with co-facilitator Jeff Martin, led a meeting with a group of concerned parents, community members and teachers Monday night to discuss possible solutions to a bevy of bomb threats that have been discovered in the School District of Chetek this year. … The first line of the manual states that every threat should be treated like it's a real threat, Brown mentioned. … Brown said that each threat costs the district between $2,000 and $15,000 in transportation costs, lost teacher time, and meal costs. Emergency personnel also charge for their services, Brown said. Fines are levied through the judicial system, Brown said, and are not administered by the school district.
System moves to stop bullying

Source: Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD)
Written by: Hanah Cho and Larry Carson
Published: May 15, 2005
Howard County school officials have announced a systemwide initiative to fight bullying at county schools. The proposal includes the formation of an anti-bullying task force to find a "comprehensive and systemic" approach to the problem, said Sandra J. Erickson, the school system's chief academic and administrative officer. Many schools have programs and other policies to discourage put-downs, taunts and harassment among students, but the system wants to involve the broader community and other organizations through the task force, Erickson said. (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
Most local schools' bullying policies extend to Web
Source: San Luis Obispo Tribune (San Luis Obispo, CA)

Written by: Nick Wilson
Published: May 22, 2005
This article provides a review of cyberbullying policies at schools in San Luis Obispo County (California).

Technology
Cyber bullying on the rise
Source: WJRT News (Flint, MI)
Reported by: Dawn Jones
Broadcast: May 6, 2005
In the past decade, the Internet has become a powerful communications tool with e-mail, instant messaging and chat rooms. And while most interactions via the World Wide Web are positive, an increasing number of young people are using the power of the Internet to intimidate and antagonize their peers.

Products available to help parents prevent and track cyberbullies:
· E-mail Tracker Pro (Free shareware)
· SecuritySoft Predator Guard
· McAfee Parental Control
Scared of Cyber-Bullying?
Source: CBS News

Reported by: Thalia Assuras
Broadcast: May 11, 2005
Schoolyard bullying is nothing new, but now some bullies have found a way to follow their victims home and intimidate them in what used to be a safe haven. The Early Show national correspondent Thalia Assuras explains how the Internet is a new tool for schoolyard bullies. Alane Fagin of the Child Abuse Prevention Services says, “Being bullied in cyberspace can be extraordinarily devastating. We have kids really afraid to go to school as a result of the bullying. They live in isolation. They’re not sure who their friends are.” 

Student Talks About Dealing with Cyber Bullying
Source: WLNS (Lansing, MI)
Reported by: Anya Tucker
Broadcast: May 24, 2005
School yard bullies have gone high tech. With the help of the internet, their taunting and threats can follow kids home from school. For teens like Heather Simpson, the internet can be a great way to chat with friends, sending email and instant messages. But, Heather also knows a more sinister side of the internet where bullies use it as a tool to torment their victims day and night. … No escape from a constant barrage of hate messages. … And even death threats. 
· To review the cyberbullying policies of several schools in central California coastal communities read Most local schools' bullying policies extend to Web (May 22, 2005, San Luis Obispo Tribune)
How to protect kids from cyber-bullying
Source: SheKnows.com (Scottsdale, AZ)
Written by: Michele Borba, Ed.D.
Published: May 2005
Cyberbullying is most common around the middle school years, but is making its way into the younger set. Kids now a days are electronically savvy, but make no mistake: the behavior is all about intentionally causing another pain (bullying), and parents must be far more vigilante. The two biggest mistakes adults make is not taking children's complaints seriously, and allowing bullying in the first place. There are some specific ways to protect kids from bullying both in cyberspace and on the playground. Parents today need a closer "electronic leash" on their kids and need to be more tuned into the cyberspace trend. This isn't about being controlling -- this is good parenting. (Click to review 10 tips for parents.)
Suspension/Expulsion

Students kicked out at higher rates in state, MPS
Source: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Milwaukee, WI)

Written by: Jamaal Abdul-Alim

Published: May 12, 2005
School attendance is at a record high, but so is the number of students getting kicked out of school, newly released state data. At Milwaukee Public Schools, students are getting suspended and expelled at an increased rate, but MPS officials say it could be because disciplinary actions being taken at charter and partnership schools are now calculated in the overall total. They also say MPS administrators may be doing a better job of reporting infractions. Roseanne St. Aubin, a spokeswoman for MPS, says the increase does not stem from any change in disciplinary policies. Rather, she says, the increase reflects "more accurate reporting and a more accurate database."
· For more on suspension and expulsion, see article in the “Research” section above.
Zero Tolerance
Lawmakers zero in on steroid use
Source: Education Week
Written by: John Gehring
Published: May 11, 2005
State lawmakers around the country are introducing a flurry of proposals that call for mandatory steroid testing of student-athletes and related education programs for coaches. The legislative activity comes in the wake of congressional hearings on steroid use in professional baseball, as well as national statistics showing an increase in steroid use among young people. While the legislative proposals vary in scope and timing, the action underscores the urgency that the issue is prompting at the state level, even as some skeptics see the concerns as overblown. (This article goes on to discuss specific actions being taken in several states to address testing student athletes for steroid use.)
Handcuffing of children raises questions
Source: Education Week
Written by: Marianne D. Hurst
Published: May 18, 2005
When police in St. Petersburg, Fla., handcuffed an unruly 5-year-old kindergartner at Fairmount Park Elementary School one day this spring, school officials had been trying to calm the girl down for more than an hour. “The floor was littered with things she’d knocked off the desk,” said George L. Kajtsa, a spokesman for the St. Petersburg Police Department. He said that police officers restrained the girl with plastic handcuffs because she had been punching at her teacher and the assistant principal, jumping up on tables, and tearing items off the walls. But the incident—recorded on videotape and aired on television newscasts nationwide—and similar events reported in other schools around the country this academic year have stirred concern among many parents, educators, and community leaders. Their question: Is it ever appropriate to handcuff an elementary school pupil? … The mother of the girl has filed a lawsuit against the 113,000-student Pinellas County school district and the police department, alleging child abuse, according to Mr. Kajtsa. 
School Security
Concern rising over kids making bombs
Source: WTNH (New Haven, CT)

Reported by: Bob Wilson
Broadcast: May 1, 2005
A growing trend among teens is causing concern for parents and police. … Students have been seriously injured or killed while experimenting with explosives. The state police bomb squad says about a third of their calls are for bombs made by teenagers, or kids even younger.

Knowing students key to preventing violence
Source: Lansing State Journal (Lansing, MI)

Written by: Susan Vela
Published: May 15, 2005
Bill Bond is turning a bad experience into a good one. He was principal of Heath High School in West Paducah, Ky., when freshman Michael Carneal, then 14, pulled out a .22-caliber pistol and opened fire on 35 teens participating in a morning prayer circle in December 1997. Three died. Five were injured. Bond now comforts school communities devastated by such rampages. He's a school violence consultant for the National Association of Secondary School Principals. "There's always a feeling by the faculty that 'we should have seen it coming, we should have recognized this,' " said Bond, who recently visited Red Lake, Minn. A 16-year-old shot seven people inside a high school there in March before taking his own life. … Bond said sometimes the best way to prevent aggressive behavior is to know the students. "There should be at least one adult that knows that student personally - their anxiety, their fears, their wishes, their dreams.
Schools often lack tools to track and stem violence
Source: Lansing State Journal (Lansing, MI)
Written by: Christine Rook
Published: May 16, 2005
It shouldn't be a surprise when teens turn violent. Schools were designed to teach academics, but today they're forced to mentor, socialize, discipline, feed and even clothe children. They are a safety net straining to hold too much at a time when some kids come to school with so little. …

The real issue isn't why schools must deal with violence but whether society gives them the tools to do it:

· Many student behavior records don't make it into the hands of teachers who need them.

· Teachers aren't necessarily trained to spot violent students, let alone mentor them.

· People who are trained are spread thin.

· And schools may inadvertently undermine themselves by unknowingly creating a climate where aggression thrives.

Students urged to report crime
Source: Cincinnati Post (Cincinnati, OH)
Written by: Courtney Kinney
Published: May 30, 2005
Cincinnati students helped tackle crime this school year, and more will get to help next year. A successful pilot program that brought a campus-based CrimeStoppers program to Dater High School in Western Hills this school year will be expanded to seven more Cincinnati schools in the fall. "We gave students a voice for gun and crime prevention," said Liz Sabo, Cincinnati Public Schools' grant manager for the $300,000 grant funding the program from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a federal program that seeks proactive approaches to reducing gun violence and other crimes. …CrimeStoppers of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky is part of an international organization that sets up a tip line where people can anonymously report crimes. Rewards are given for some tips that help solve a crime.

· To learn more about approaches to school security, download the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Comprehensive Approach to School Violence Prevention primer (PDF).

TOPICS

Gangs
Rising street-gang violence sparks national debate over counterattack
Source: Seattle Times (Seattle, WA)

Written by: David Crary
Published: May 10, 2005
The spread of vicious street gangs such as MS-13 is causing alarm in cities and suburbs nationwide, igniting bitter debate about how best to combat the threat and inspiring a comprehensive anti-gang bill in Congress. The measure is depicted by supporters as the only effective way to counter gang violence, and assailed by critics as an overreaction that could clog both federal courts and adult prisons with youthful offenders.

Pomona schools outline gang plan
Source: Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (Ontario, CA)

Written by: Sara A. Carter
Published: May 11, 2005
In a major shift in philosophy, the Pomona Unified School District is trying something new when it comes to gangs and youth violence. Through a series of pilot programs, the district will focus on the needs of high-risk children by offering more than just a ‘‘ ‘you’re outta here’ attitude,’’ said Richard Martinez, a spokesman for the district. In collaboration with local universities and community volunteers, new programs to address high-risk students will be in place as early as fall. … The district is opting for alternatives that will keep children in schools and off dangerous streets. In September, an after-school tutorial program, Adopt-A-School, will be implemented for failing students in four elementary schools. The twice-a-week program will focus on reading and math skills. South Pomona will see changes as well. High-risk children in two middle schools no longer will be transferred out of school, but kept in specialized classes with trained teachers.
Heading off kids on the path to gangs

Source: Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, UT)
Written by: Cathy McKitrick
Published: May 11, 2005
Utah's second-largest city wants to take on rising gang violence one teenager at a time. The proposed remedy: Step in before kids join up. To help with that intervention, West Valley City commissioned the University of Utah's College of Social Work to survey students at four junior highs and two high schools in the city about why kids opt for gangs and what they do once they join. "Kids join gangs because they want to belong to something. It's almost always linked to school failure," said U. professor Russell Van Vleet. "Kids who succeed in school avoid delinquency." By age 12, an increasing number of youths feel pressured to join gangs as they search for acceptance. But with gang membership comes a marked increase in at-risk behavior, such as drug and alcohol use and acts of violence. (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
OJJDP Videoconference Focuses on Youth Gangs 

On August 11, 2005, at 1:30 p.m., OJJDP will air the satellite videoconference "Communities Respond to Youth Gangs in America." The videoconference, which may be viewed online, will feature community programs and strategies that effectively address the youth gang problem. (OJJDP) For more information and to register, visit http://www.trc.eku.edu/jj
· Click here to visit the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site and to learn more about gangs, how to spot possible gang involvement, and links to numerous resources for gang prevention.

Bullying
Assistant principal accused of bullying

Source: WDEF-TV (Chattanooga, TN)
Reported by: Melissa Riopka
Broadcast: May 16, 2005
The mother of a Dade County High School sophomore complained that the assistant principal, David de Marche, bullied and belittled her son, along with her son's friend.  She said, "when they were taken into the office the next morning by Mr. De Marche, Mr. DeMarche told them they were a waste of space." Bolton claimed several kids have been bullied by de Marche.  As evidence, she cited letters written to her by a student and a former student. Bolton said she wanted de Marche fired from Dade County's school system.  The principal at Dade County High said he has every confidence in de Marche. The board, meanwhile, declined to take any action against him, but the board chairman, Nathan Wooten, did urge the kids to stay in school, telling them, "guys, don't ever quit, don't ever quit." (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
New Public School Program Combats Bullying
Source: CBS2 Chicago (Chicago, IL)
Reported by: Jim Williams
Broadcast: May 19, 2005
It can range from subtle teasing to physical attack and can have horrible consequences for everyone involved. Two recent UCLA studies show that bullying is far more widespread and far more harmful than most adults think. But a new program introduced in Chicago public schools is offering help for the bullies, the victims, and even the kids who stand by and watch. The program, called Operation Respect, is an anti-bullying project being used in 25 Chicago public elementary schools. Students and teachers work together to identify bad behavior and find ways to stop it while kids are still young. First, teachers are trained to spot trouble. Then there are frank classroom discussions about the trouble with teasing and how to keep conflict from escalating. Student council projects like a survey to detect bullying and special events, like an anti-bullying rally, are intended to teach kids that bullying is everyone's problem.

· For more information regarding Operation Respect, visit http://www.dontlaugh.org/
Power and control drive school bullies: But silent majority can stop torment, experts say
Source: Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI)

Written by: Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki and Teresa Mask

Published: May 23, 2005
Some experts say it's the taunting, the teasing and the name-calling that have driven some local kids to create hit lists at school. … Between 15 percent and 25 percent of U.S. students have indicated in studies that they have been bullied with some frequency, according to the Health Resources and Services Administration. Yet verbal bullying continues almost unchecked. There's a silent majority in our schools, watching bullies at work and never speaking up. Ironically, experts say, this silent majority could be the most effective tool in stopping bullying. 

Families turn to the courts to solve bullying and school violence issues
Source: WOOD-TV (Grand Rapids, MI)
Reported by: No reporter cited

Broadcast: May 24, 2005
24 Hour News 8 reported Monday that 60 percent of local students fear a violent attack at their school. So, what's being done to keep our kids safe? We discovered a state school violence hotline, set up after the deadly shooting spree at Columbine High School in Colorado in 1999, is ineffective by receiving only about 15 calls a year. Now more and more school violence is ending up in the criminal justice system.

· For more on bullying, see the “Policy” and “Research” sections above
· Be the first to get The 411 on Bullying, the Hamilton Fish Institute’s newly released primer providing you with a summary of research, program information and resources on this critical topic for parents, teachers and students (PDF).
Truancy
Talent development model seen as having impact
Source: Education Week
Written by: Debra Viadero
Published: May 25, 2005
A five-year study of some of Philadelphia’s lowest-achieving high schools suggests that an improvement program known as the Talent Development model may be leading students to come to school more often, take more algebra, pass more academic courses, and stay in school. … The Talent Development model was pioneered at Baltimore’s Patterson High School in 1994 by researchers from that city’s Johns Hopkins University. Though Patterson has since abandoned the program, it has spread to 80 other schools across the country, including a new high school in Baltimore that Hopkins is running jointly with the school district. ("Universities Team Up With Urban Districts to Run Local Schools," Jan. 19, 2005.)

51 parents of truants charged
Source: Louisville Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY)

Written by: Chris Kenning
Published: May 13, 2005
Fifty-one Jefferson County parents whose children had as many as 70 unexcused absences this school year have been criminally charged for their children's chronic truancy. It's the largest number of parents to face prosecution since Jefferson County began the controversial crackdown in 2001. … The Kentucky General Assembly recently reduced the number of unexcused absences constituting habitual truancy to six from nine. That's likely going to expand the number of parents receiving warning letters, officials said.
Parents Arrested for Children's Truancy Troubles
Source: WJXX (Jacksonville, FL)
Reported by: First Coast News Staff

Broadcast: May 19, 2005
The State Attorney's office has arrested four parents and have a warrant out for a fifth for failing to comply with school attendance laws and contributing to the delinquency of their children. The 13 children of the parents have missed a total of 3259 days or more than eighteen years of school when the numbers are all added up. The third grader of one of the parents missed 203 days or more since kindergarten.
INCIDENTS OF SCHOOL VIOLENCE
East Valley girl had script for school rampage    

Source: East Valley Tribune (Mesa, AZ)

Written by: Kristina Davis
Published: May 6, 2005
Dressed in long black overcoats and leather gloves, they planned to shoot the school security guards and police officer in the front office first. Diagrams show stick figures standing in the middle of the gym, shooting into the bleachers, where the three Basha High School students planned to then massacre their classmates and teachers. The drawings, diagrams and notes police found in a 17-year-old girl’s backpack reveal the grisly details of what they believe to be serious plans to carry out a Columbine-style shooting at the Chandler high school.
Students admit to creating hate list

Source: Culpeper Star Exponent (Culpeper, VA)
Written by: Alicia Petska
Published: May 7, 2005
Officials said two 14-year-old girls confessed [on May 5] to being the authors of the online “hate list” that sparked rumors of another Columbine brewing in Culpeper. The trouble started when an online blog (or web log) appeared listing over 100 Culpeper students, mostly freshmen, that the authors hated. Comments posted to the site continued that theme, officials said, with some questionable statements made, although it was determined there was no threat to student safety. The girls, whose names were not released due to their age, have been suspended, officials said, and will be meeting later this month with both the school disciplinary officer and a juvenile probation officer. (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
Alleged School Shooting Plot Foiled
Source: 7Online.com (New York, NY)
Reported by: Lauren Defranco
Broadcast: May 10, 2005
On Long Island a high school student, armed with not only a loaded, semiautomatic rifle, but additional ammo, is stopped, police say, just feet from what was believed to be his target - a bus carrying the Amityville track team. Students here are shocked that a popular athlete was allegedly targeted over a petty dispute. Police say two young men intentionally followed the track team armed with a fully loaded weapon. … According to police, 17-year-old Rashad Hayward and 23-year-old Michael Willis were armed with a fully-loaded semiautomatic rifle. They hopped into a car and followed a bus transporting the entire track team to a meet. Investigators say Hayward threatened to shoot one of the team members over a petty dispute, and while on the bus the alleged target got a phone call warning him. The coach called 911.
Arrests in Sacramento school stabbing
Source: The Sacramento Union (Sacramento, CA)
Written by: Fox 40 staff
Published: May 11, 2005
Four suspects are now in custody after the stabbing of a 15-year old student at a high school. Police rushed to Luther Burbank High School after a confrontation turned ugly just after school began on May 11. Police say during the argument between three students and several other men on campus, someone stabbed a 15-year old sophomore in the chest. … The victim is listed in stable condition. Police are not identifying the 17-year old they believe did the stabbing. All 4 suspects will be charged with assault with a deadly weapon, conspiracy, and street gang terrorism.
350 miss school following rumors of violence

Source: Durham Herald Sun (Durham, NC)
Written by: Shaun Lockhart
Published: May 13, 2005
About 350 students stayed home from Person High School on May 13 after rumors of some sort of school violence swirled about the community. Principal Gregory Hicks said that 350 of the school's 1,700 students stayed home -- up from the average of about 55 to 75 students who normally do not attend. Hicks said there were never any specifics, just talk that some sort of "Columbine-like" incident was supposed to happen at the school. Columbine High School was the location of the Colorado school shooting in which 13 people were gunned down in April 1999. (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
Two dead in Cumberland school shooting

Source: York Daily Record (York, PA)
Written by: Brent Burkey
Published by: May 18, 2005
An apparent murder-suicide Tuesday at a Cumberland County elementary school left a man and a woman dead. No students or staff were harmed during the shooting at Highland Elementary School in Lower Allen Township. Cumberland County Coroner Mike Norris said he made a preliminary identification of the victims, but he would wait until family was notified to release their names. Norris said the incident "appears to be the result of domestic violence." (This story is no longer available online.  For more information on this article, e-mail aseale@hamfish.org.)
INTERNATIONAL SCENE

School violence
Source: The Cape Times

Written by: A’eysha Kassiem
Published: May 6, 2005

Premier Ebrahim Rasool appointed a special committee to probe racial discrimination among pupils following the alleged fatal racial attack on pupil Marawaan Blackenberg at Ned Doman High School in Athlone in February. The decision follows a report that concluded integration at schools has a “high potential for conflict.”
Sweden prepares new school bullying laws
Source: The Local (Sweden)

Written by: No author cited

Published: May 13, 2005
Sweden is preparing legislation aimed at curbing school bullying, putting the onus on academic institutions to prevent the occurrence and making it easier for students to take their school to court if it fails to protect them, officials said. 
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