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NOVEMBER 2004 NEWS SUMMARIES

HAMILTON FISH INSTITUTE NEWS

Ivey Presented with Hamilton Fish Award
Source: Montgomery County Sentinel (Rockville, MD)
Written by: Jackie Kucinich
Published: November 5, 2004
Prince George's County State's Attorney Glenn Ivey accepted the first annual Hamilton Fish Institute Violence Prevention Award for his work with violence prevention education award was presented at a luncheon ceremony during HFI’s Persistently Safe Schools conference held October 27-29, 2004. 

"We celebrate his commitment to making schools safer for high achievement," said Dr. Beverly Caffee Glenn, executive director of the Hamilton Fish Institute, as she presented the award to Ivey. "Mr. Ivey has furthered efforts to make our communities safe by supporting things like after school programs [and] gang prevention issues." According to Glenn, Ivey embodies not only the qualities that the organization represents but continues to promote Fish's legacy through his work with violence "prevention and intervention."

· To learn more about HFI’s 2004 Persistently Safe Schools conference and plans for 2005, visit http://www.hamfish.org/conference/
HFI Launches redesigned Web site

In September, the Hamilton Fish Institute launched the redesign of its Web site, located at http://www.hamfish.org. In addition to a new look, users will find new content and a greatly improved interface and search tool. As we continue to roll out new content, you’ll notice a bright orange icon labeled “The 4-1-1.”  

If you own a cell phone or live in a large city, you probably dial 4-1-1 for directory assistance or information. So established are these numbers for “information,” that they have worked their way into our national vernacular. To get the “4-1-1” on something means to get the essential information on something. As a national resource, the Hamilton Fish Institute has created the 4-1-1 Campaign to provide essential information on topics that visitors to our Web site have requested information on within the field of school violence. When you see “4-1-1” in the title of one of our products, you know that we have strived to provide you with the essential information on a specific topic. Stop by and visit our homepage at http://www.hamfish.org.

NEWS SUMMARIES FOR NOVEMBER 2004
Understanding that experience is the best teacher, HFI staff catalogs news stories that appear in the major media each month as a way of keeping up with what’s happening around the country and how schools and researchers are responding to these trends. The following articles are some of those that appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of November 2004. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several articles that deal with various policy issues which may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they would like more information.  Wherever possible, we’ve enriched the articles with links to resources that will help educators and parents reach a greater understanding of the topics presented.

KUDOS

Area teen starts non-violence advocacy group against all odds

Source: Montgomery County Sentinel (Rockville, MD)
Written by: Jackie Kucinich
Published: November 11, 2004

Tyrell Damato is a teenage CEO. His organization Stopping the Violence Foundation, a non-profit, has led him to be a recent recipient of an award by Republican Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. for his work to prevent violence among teens in Maryland. Damato is also full-time high school student, sophomore class president and part time employee. His resume is impressive to professionals twice his age and his energy fills the small, neat space. As he received the Most Gorgeous Youth Award from the Prince George's County Council a few days earlier, the adults behind him beamed with pride at the success of this young man. 

Students trained to settle squabbles
Source: OregonLive.com (Portland, OR)
Written by: Luciana Lopez
Published: November 12, 2004
As principal of Fowler Middle School and, before that, of Mary Woodward Elementary, Ted Feller has seen natural leaders who sometimes lead others astray, perhaps persuading them to bend a rule or two. It's worth it for the school to help them redirect those skills, helping the school at the same time. To that end, Fowler has begun inviting students to apply for slots as conflict managers. The students selected will help others resolve minor problems-- such as gossiping, cutting in line and lunchtime arguments-- among themselves, while keeping the mediation confidential and relatively adult-free. The program gives more children another chance at leadership, Feller said. "If put in responsibility roles . . . usually, they'll rise to those expectations." 

Sixth grader works to stop bullying in her school
Source: 9News.com (Denver, CO)

Reported by: Amanda Martin

Broadcast: November 20, 2004

Ten-year-old Jamie Nagode and her parents felt it was important for her to take an active role in helping shape the environment at Maple Grove Elementary School in Golden, Colorado. It's already an environment where students' ideas are respected and parents are welcome. Jamie and her mom, Jill Nagode, started a campaign to stop bullies before they start. "It started back at the Columbine attacks. Jamie was 7 when they began. The program was simple and easy to follow: stick up for yourself and stick up for your friends. "I called it, 'Kids for Harmony, Peace Challenge.' We have an awareness ribbon and it says 'Kids for Harmony' on it."

· To learn more about “What Kids Can Do” to change their world for the better, visit What Kids Can Do!  

Violence down in schools 50 percent

Source: Seattle Times (Seattle, WA)

Written by: Curt Anderson

Published: November 30, 2004

Violent crime against students in schools fell by 50 percent between 1992 and 2002, with young people more often targeted for violence away from school. There were about 24 crimes of rape, robbery and assault for every 1,000 students in 2002, down from 48 per 1,000 a decade earlier, according to a report from the Education and Justice departments. In another finding, the report noted about 21 percent of students in 2003 said that street gangs were active in their schools, most often in urban districts. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information or click on the link below to download the full report.)
· Download or read the full text the 2004 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Two Marshfield teens plead not guilty in alleged attack plot
Source: Boston Globe (Boston, MA)

Written by: Shelley Murphy

Published: November 3, 2004

Two teenagers pleaded not guilty at separate courthouses to charges that they plotted to execute students, school officials, and police officers in a Columbine-style attack on Marshfield High School. High school students Tobin Kerns, 16, and Joseph Nee, 18, both of Marshfield, remain jailed without bail, but a judge said she will consider a request to release Nee, based on arguments from his lawyer that he's not dangerous and evidence that rebuts a student's assertion that she saw Nee with a gun on a school bus last June.

Teen accused of taking hit list
Source: Austin American-Statesman (Austin, TX)

Written by: Anita Powell

Published: November 17, 2004

Police arrested a 14-year-old boy at Florence Middle School after a fellow student spotted an 11-target "hit list" in the student's locker and reported it to a teacher, police said. The boy, whose name was withheld because of his age, has been suspended from school and might face charges of making a terroristic threat, a Class A misdemeanor.

Gun photos on Web site trouble chief and principal

Source: Portland Press Herald (Portland, ME)

Written by: Tom Bell

Published: November 19, 2004

Four Portland High School students have been suspended and could face more trouble after posting photos of themselves posing with handguns on a Web site. Portland's police chief says he wants them expelled and wants the guns surrendered. Michael Chitwood says the students in the photos identified themselves as belonging to a gang, and that some members of the group are under investigation for heroin trafficking and a recent assault away from school. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Missouri student allegedly makes plans for school shooting
Source: KTVO - Kirksville, MO
Written by: Associated Press

Broadcast:  November 21, 2004

A Joplin high school girl was taken into juvenile custody after being caught with a list of sixteen other students she allegedly planned to shoot.  Nobody was harmed in the southwest Missouri town. Police commander Jim Hounschell says the 14-year-old didn't have a gun, but she did have access to weapons at home. On November 17 the parents of another student learned the girl was planning what she referred to as a "school shooting." The parents called police, who got school administrators and the resource officer involved. 


One killed and three injured in school violence

Source: Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: Ira Porter

Published: November 23, 2004

A sophomore at Strawberry Mansion High School was gunned down and three other students were wounded shortly after school let out on November 22. Jalil Speaks, who turned 16 a month ago, was pronounced dead at Temple University Hospital within 30 minutes of the gunfire, which erupted around 3:10 p.m. near the school. Police said gunmen who had been “laying in wait” had shot him in the chest. Two of the wounded, both 16-year-old girls in 10th grade, were taken to Temple University Hospital. One of the girls was grazed on the left leg by a slug. She was treated and released. The other girl was hit in an arm and was listed in stable condition. 

'Hit List' Found At West Hoke Middle School
Source: WRAL (Raleigh, NC)

Written by: Melissa Buscher

Broadcast: November 23, 2004

At West Hoke Middle School, three teachers and 17 students were singled out on a "people to die Tuesday" list. Sheriff’s officers said a teacher found the note on the floor in an eighth-grade classroom, and they were using handwriting from the note to try and match it with school journals. 

Student pleads guilty in school violence plot

Source: Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, UT)
Written by: Matthew D. LaPlante
Published: November 24, 2004

One of four Uintah High School students accused of plotting to kill fellow students, teachers, administrators and their own parents has pleaded guilty. The 16-year-old boy, who admitted to charges of burglary and making terroristic threats, will be sent to an observation and assessment facility run by the Utah Division of Juvenile Justice Services. Four teens-- two of whom have been charged as adults-- were arrested in October after one of the boys' parents contacted authorities to report suspicious behavior. Investigators later recovered a stolen shotgun, discovered plans to bomb the school and shoot students, and allegedly obtained confessions from all four suspects. A second youth is scheduled to appear in juvenile court on November 30. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
5 Valpo students slashed in class

Source: South Bend Tribune (South Bend, IN)
Written by: Tom Coyne
Published: November 25, 2004
A student carrying two hidden knives-- a machete and tree saw-- closed a classroom door and then began slashing his classmates as they were watching a Spanish class video, authorities said. Eight Valparaiso High School students were taken to the hospital, including the accused attacker, a 15-year-old freshman, said Police Chief Michael Brickner. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
TOPICS


Bullying

Bullying incident at BHS reported to Baldwin police
Source: Baldwin City Signal (Baldwin City, KS)
Written by: Kristen Dymacek
Published: November 18, 2004
It wasn't a typical physical fight, but an altercation between a few Baldwin High School boys was serious enough that a parent reported their son had his face rubbed in the groin area of another student forcibly and against his will. Then two other 14-year-old students allegedly kicked the sides of the victim repeatedly. The student wasn't seriously physically injured.

Fighting back without fists
Source: Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD)
Written by: Laura Shovan

Published: November 17, 2004

John Hannay knew that Running Brook Elementary's new bully-proofing program was working when he overheard his son tell a friend, "You have to think about other people's feelings and how they're going to feel when you do that." "He was using language ... he must have gotten at school," Hannay said of his son, Stefan, a third-grader at Running Brook. Principal Lisa Booth said the school did have concerns about children's behavior during recess last year. "Rather than responding piecemeal, we wanted to have a kind of systematic approach," she said. As a result, the school has worked “bully-proofing” into its character education curriculum. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Marion ISD to educate parents about bullying

Source: Seguin Gazette Enterprise (Seguin, TX)
Written by: Chris Hawkes

Published: November 16, 2004

Krueger Elementary Counselor Edel Philippi is organizing a Parent Involvement Meeting to help parents understand the correct methods to take when bullying starts and ways to stop it from erupting into a serious situation. Hopefully, she said, the meeting will help parents identify when bullying occurs and how to fix the problem. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

· To learn more about bullying and programs available to help reduce bullying in schools, visit the Bullying page on the Hamilton Fish Institute’s Web site. 
Gangs

Gang fears spur white t-shirt ban

Source: Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL)

Written by: Joan Napolitano

Published: November 11, 2004

The plain, white T-shirt, an innocuous garment found in dresser drawers throughout the nation, was banned from one Joliet high school after officials determined it might be used as a gang tool. The school, which serves students who have behavioral or emotional problems, has had issues with gangs and violence in the past. As a result, the school does not tolerate anything that might be construed as a gang symbol. Francis Ruettiger, a Joliet police detective who works in the school, understands that outsiders might find the ban ironic or unnecessary but the policy is warranted, he said. "The only kids who wore them are the ones that I had identified as members of a certain gang," he said, adding he noticed the trend on the first day of school. "One kid brought 10 of them under his arm. I asked him why he was bringing them in, and he said they were `for his boys.'" Ruettiger said he believed white had become an adopted color for one of Chicago's more notorious gangs and that the trend seeped westward to Joliet. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

· Upcoming conference on gangs: Promising Practices for School-based Gang Prevention and Intervention is a unique opportunity for educators, administrators, school resource officers, counselors and others to showcase their successful gang prevention/intervention programs or to learn more about gangs and the impact they have on schools and youth from other professionals. The conference will be held March 21-23, 2005 in Cincinnati, Ohio. For registration or more information, visit http://www.commonwealthtraining.com/ or e-mail: kypti@aol.com.
Fighting

Loy Norrix battles student fights
Source: MLive.com (Michigan)

Written by: Lori Kurtzman

Published: November 21, 2004

Since the start of the school year, the fighting has been rampant at Loy Norrix High School, students and school officials say. Petty quarrels have quickly escalated to physical violence, and some students have been leaving in handcuffs. A security officer said his jaw was dislocated during an altercation between two girls in October. There were fights at the school before, but not like this year. In September and October, there were at least 36 calls to Kalamazoo police about assaults or fights at the high school, according to records from the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety. In the same period last year, there were seven. The school has suspended students 76 times for fighting-- up from 33 at the same time last year-- and has sent some 20 students to the district's alternative-education program, said Cindy Green, the district's assistant superintendent of student services. 

POLICY ISSUES

Craven County School Board takes action against bullying
Source: New Bern Sun Journal (New Bern, NC)
Written by: K.J. Williams

Published: November 20, 2004

The Craven County School Board took a stand against bullying, pledging to stamp out any problems with aggressive behavior on its property. Although school procedures are in place when threats are made, the state board now requires each district to create policies for addressing bullying, harassment and discrimination, said Larry Moser, associate superintendent for Craven County Schools. Anyone who witnesses or is victimized by such behavior is required to report it to a school administrator, according to the policy. The policy states that retaliation is a serious offense, as is making a false charge. It describes bullying as "unacceptable anti-social behavior," such as violence and verbal taunts. Harassment includes abusive verbal and nonverbal acts, while discrimination refers to treating others differently because of their sex, sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs, age, national origin, socioeconomic status or disability.

Richland 2 paves the way for single-gender classes
Source: The State (Columbia, SC)

Written by: Ellyde Roko

Published: November 15, 2004

A student at Richland 2’s new academies at Dent Middle School, Elizabeth doesn’t have to worry about what boys in her class might think. There aren’t any. Richland 2 is one of the first-- and officials think possibly the only-- districts in the state to start a full-day, single-gender program. And its first year is going well, those associated with the program say.

School violence often goes unreported
Source: KIRO-TV.com (Seattle, WA)

Reported by: Chris Halsne

Broadcast: November 23, 2004

A KIRO Team 7 exclusive exposed hundreds of violent acts going on inside Tacoma schools. Unprovoked attacks, sexual assaults and fistfights between students are all vastly under-reported, kept secret from police and from parents. To prove this, Investigative Reporter Chris Halsne used the schools' own never-before-seen data. Halsne documented only serious acts of violence, incidents where a student was suspended or expelled. He found that in just two years there were 468 students disciplined for fights, 180 assaults and 123 violent threats. He also discovered at least 11 sexual assaults and 58 teenagers got caught bringing knives or guns to class. What’s more, the investigation found that police are rarely notified even for serious, unprovoked attacks on students. District policy mandates police get called whenever a student gets assaulted or hurt in a fight, but that doesn't usually happen. Halsne knows because he reviewed every police incident report associated with Tacoma high schools. Of those 468 fights detailed in school internal files, police were called just 13 times. Of the 180 assaults, police came just 95 times. Threats? Schools kicked out 71 kids for threatening behavior, but police were notified just 29 times. School reports show in the past two years, kids brought 58 weapons to school. Officers were never contacted. Zero times. 

State educators look at stronger classroom management skills for teachers
Source: Biloxi Sun Herald (Biloxi, MS)

Written by: Cathy Hayden

Published: November 26, 2004

"Teachers need to be taught more about classroom management and discipline," Gov. Haley Barbour said during his October education summit. "They've got to know the principal is going to back them up and know the superintendent will back them up and the state Department of Education will back them up and the governor will back them up." Those remarks drew plenty of applause and murmurs of approval from the teachers present. Teachers say they agree with Barbour that discipline problems with students are a major factor in losing new teachers, who often lack the skills or the confidence to handle unruly students. "That's the biggest problem right now," said Peeples Middle School teacher and math coach John Bakelaar. "New teachers don't have a clue."

Schools rethinking safety measures
Source: Daily News Journal (Murfreesboro, TN)

Written by: Scott Broden

Published: November 29, 2004

Blackman Middle Principal Butch Vaughn used to think Rutherford County Schools provided maximum safety but changed his mind after a recent meeting on campus security. The principal said the district needs to provide schools with more satellite communications equipment that transfers messages when regular phone lines and cell phones are not working; install emergency generators in case schools lose power; adopt a uniform way to respond to emergencies; and increase faculty and staff training to carry out emergency response plans. "We need to be proactive," Vaughn said. "We hope that nothing ever happens. But if it does, we need to be prepared. We don't want to be like Columbine."

Police officer in school becoming commonplace
Source: Uniontown Herald Standard (Uniontown, PA)
Written by: Patty Shultz
Published: November 29, 2004

In the past, the presence of a police officer in Connellsville Area High School was an indication that a problem had arisen, said principal Bob McLuckey, but today, it has become commonplace.

"In addition to education, security is a high priority," he said. "I have 1,400 kids come into this building each day and I want to make sure each and every one of them returns home safely." Although the district has security personnel, Jaynes is the first active-duty officer to be at the high school and the district's other school facilities on a regular basis.

To learn more about school security and crisis response visit the following links:

· School crisis response and emergency planning resources from the Department of Education
· Crisis Prevention and Response: Is Your School Prepared (ERIC article)
· School Safety and Security Toolkit: A Guide for Parents Schools and Communities (PDF)
· School Crisis and Response Initiative
· Guidelines for Responding to Student Threats of Violence (PDF)
Zero Tolerance

School disciplinary plan irks judge

Source: Palm Beach Post (Palm Beach, FL)
Written by: Sonja Isger
Published: November 17, 2004

A new approach to creating a "culture" for good behavior in schools was panned by Palm Beach Circuit Judge Ronald Alvarez at a joint meeting of agencies that deal with children. After a brief presentation on the program from school district staff, Alvarez pounced, attacking zero tolerance and other policies that send problem children "to places I wouldn't send my dog." He slammed practices that treat all students who get in trouble the same, herd all the "rule-breakers" together at alternative schools and that have students arrested without thoughtful consideration from school principals. 

Better safe than sorry
Source: Bigfork Eagle (Bigfork, MT)

Written by: Katherine Head

Published: November 18, 2004

When five Swan River School students recently brought air guns onto school property, Principal Peter Loyda took disciplinary action. The incident took place at an after-school function. The students were caught with spring-loaded, air “soft guns” that emit small, hard, plastic pellets. Air guns are non-powder firearms that use air or another compressed gas to propel a projectile, like a BB, pellet or dart. Under the heading "Weapon-free School" in the Swan River School Student Handbook, a "'weapon' shall be defined as any type of firearm, knife, or other object that reasonably could be considered a weapon or dangerous instrument." According to the handbook, students found to be in violation of the Weapon-free School policy will be suspended from school and ordered to appear before the Board of Trustees for an expulsion hearing. In compliance with the policy, Loyda ordered the students to appear before the board last week.

Zero Tolerance
Source: Arizona Republic (Phoenix, AZ)
Written by: Michelle Woo

Published: November 22, 2004

While setting up for a school dance this fall, two students in Gilbert thought they'd get in a few squeaky giggles after inhaling balloons filled with helium. They didn't think they'd get suspended. Their principal saw the gag as a violation of district policy on the non-medical use of inhalants. For that, she issued five-day suspensions, which she later reduced to one day. Gilbert Public Schools spokeswoman Dianne Bowers said administrators must err on the side of caution when it comes to student safety. But state Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Horne said the Gilbert incident might be another example of a zero-tolerance policy that comes with zero flexibility.


School Bus Safety

School bus death revives seat belt debate

Source: Seattle Post Intelligencer (Seattle, WA)

Written by: Jill Barton

Published: November 19, 2004

A fatal school bus crash has revived the debate in Florida about whether seat belts should be mandatory, and what kind of protection they provide. Diana Kautz, a freshman at Royal Palm Beach High School, wasn't wearing a lap belt when her school bus collided with a pickup truck and rolled over last week. She was ejected and killed. "Just like when we as parents are going to work, we have a lap belt on and a shoulder harness. The same should be available to students on school buses," said Democratic state Rep. Irv Slosberg. His proposed bill last year to require shoulder belts on school buses was never heard. Palm Beach County School Board members have said they want to review the issue but will wait until an investigation of the crash is complete. At least four other states, including New York and California, require belts in school buses. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

School bus overcrowding sparks safety concerns
Source: Business Gazette (Gaithersburg, MD)

Written by: Jill Murphy

Published: November 18, 2004

When the school bus drives down the hill to the last stop on its route in the Greens of Marlton, Steve Trabbic Jr., 16, cringes as the bottom of the bus screeches against the pavement from the heavy load of students. After boarding the bus he finds seats packed with high school students, sometimes sitting three to a seat or standing in the aisle clasping the backs of seats. "I'm at the last bus stop, so, by the time I get on, there are already three or four kids standing in the aisle," Trabbic said in an interview this week. Trabbic and other Frederick Douglass High School students in Upper Marlboro are coping with the consequences of the county's ongoing bus driver shortage. 

School Security

County schools go high-tech
Source: Fredericksburg.com (Fredericksburg, VA)

Written by: Amy Flowers Umble

Published: November 17, 2004

As of the fourth week in September, all five of the county's high schools had Web-based security cameras staking out the hallways. Donald Alvey, director of secondary education for Spotsylvania, said each principal could choose up to 32 locations for the cameras. Now, Alvey says, "instead of having to wade through 16 different stories" after an argument, the school principal can just click on the computer. On the screen, the principal can look at the frames leading up to the argument and see who really did start the fight. The cameras record constantly but only save images when they perceive motion.

Local police train to handle school shooting
Source: Northwest Arkansas Times (Fayetteville, AR)

Written by: Kate Ward

Published: November 25, 2004

Police officers from the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville Police Department, Johnson Police Department and Bentonville Police Department attended the "Rapid Response to Active Shooter Training Course." The course was developed shortly after the Columbine High School incident in Colorado. The class teaches officers how to properly respond to and deal with an active shooter by using classroom instruction and actual scenarios. 

Technology

Cyber Bullying: New Age, Bigger Problem

Source: WLNS (Lansing, MI)
Reported by: WLNS news team

Broadcast: November 17, 2004

Kids now have access to the Internet, picture phones and text messaging, but with all that new technology comes new challenges for school administrators and parents as well. To keyboards, bullying has moved away from the classrooms and into the chatrooms. Cyber bullying doesn't involve any physical confrontation, making it less violent and less dangerous in that regard, but experts say that, in many other ways, modern technologies can make bullying even more dangerous. Experts call it more invasive because it can strike not only at school, but also in your home. They say it can be more widespread, since information can travel faster and to more people, and they say it can be even crueler. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
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