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OCTOBER 2004 NEWS SUMMARIES 
HFI Launches redesigned Web site

In September, the Hamilton Fish Institute launched the redesign of its Web site, located at http://www.hamfish.org. In addition to a new look, users will find new content and a greatly improved interface and search tool. As we continue to add new content, you’ll notice a bright orange icon labeled “The 4-1-1.”  

If you own a cell phone or live in a large city, you probably dial 4-1-1 for directory assistance or information. So established are these numbers for “information,” that they have worked their way into our national vernacular. To get the “4-1-1” on something means to get the essential information on a topic. As a national resource, the Hamilton Fish Institute has created the 4-1-1 Campaign to provide essential information on topics that visitors to our Web site have requested within the field of school violence. When you see “4-1-1” in the title of one of our products, you know that we have strived to provide you with the essential information on a specific topic. Stop by and visit our homepage at http://www.hamfish.org to learn about topics you’re concerned about.  If you don’t find what you need, be sure to let us know. We’ll do the research and add it as quickly as possible.

NEW SUMMARIES FOR OCTOBER 2004
Understanding that experience is the best teacher, HFI staff catalogs news stories that appear in the major media each month as a way of keeping up with what’s happening around the country and how schools and researchers are responding to these trends. The following articles are some of those that appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of October 2004. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several articles that deal with various policy issues which may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they would like more information.  Wherever possible, we’ve enriched the articles with links to resources that will help educators and parents reach a greater understanding of the topics presented.

KUDOS

First grader’s actions echo trustworthiness and honesty

Source: Visalia Times-Delta (Visalia, CA)
Written by: Anita Stackhouse-Hite 

Published: October 22, 2004

Chad Boswell learned that character counts from his parents and his teachers at Garden Elementary School. Trustworthiness and honesty are parts of character, the 6-year-old was taught. He practiced what he learned during the beginning of the school year and was nominated for the Character Counts! pillar of trustworthiness. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Schools and communities rally around hotline during national safe schools week
Source: PAX Television Network

Written by: No author credited

Published: October 14, 2004

National Safe Schools Week (NSSW) is October 18-22, 2004. Based on the fact that in 75 percent of school shootings students are aware of the threats beforehand, 1-866-SPEAK-UP is the first-ever, completely anonymous national hotline for students to report weapon threats in their schools and communities. Launched late in 2002 by the national non-profit organization PAX/Real Solutions to Gun Violence, the hotline has already received almost 2,000 calls, leading to the almost certain prevention of numerous tragedies. The hotline is supported by a powerful national media campaign with millions of dollars in pro-bono support from partners including MTV, Channel One Network, Teen People Magazine, HBO, ABC, NBC and CBS and Atlantic Records, as well lesson plans and educational materials distributed in schools and communities nationwide.

· To learn more about PAX/Real Solutions to Gun Violence, visit their Web site at http://www.paxusa.org/.

SCHOOL VIOLENCE

School plots stopped in two states
Source: CBS News (USA)

Written by: CBS & Associated Press

Broadcast: October 7, 2004

Teenagers in Massachusetts and Texas are in custody for allegedly planning to re-create the Columbine massacre at their high schools. Cedar Park, Texas, police charged two boys, 15 and 16, with making terroristic threats. Their names were not released. They were being held at a juvenile detention facility. A 16-year-old Massachusetts student was in custody after police uncovered a plot that allegedly included plans to detonate explosive and kill teachers, students, police and firefighters.

More threats of school violence plague Somerset County Schools
Source: WBOC TV 16 (Sallsbury, MD)

Written by: Stephanie Douglass

Broadcast: October 14, 2004

A 14-year-old boy was brought into custody after a gun was found in his locker on October 13. Somerset County school officials say the student attends the J.M. Tawes Technology and Career Center in Westover. They say classmates overheard the boy bragging about having a gun while riding on the school bus. The students, who attended two different middle schools, told teachers about the situation. The principals from both schools notified local authorities. The .25 caliber automatic handgun was found in the student's locker. The handgun was unloaded. This incident comes on the heels of a stabbing at Washington High School last week, and a case of sexual harassment a week before that.

11 surrender after school footbrawl
Source: WPVI (Philadelphia, PA)

Written by: WPVI News staff

Broadcast: October 15, 2004

Eleven-people wanted in a brutal high school football attack have surrendered to Bucks County authorities. There are surveillance photos of the beating and kicking of 4-Central Bucks West students on July 22. Forty to 60 North Penn students and others allegedly went on a violent rampage. It's taken this long for Bucks County investigators to identify the suspects. 

Fear

Fear strikes at school

Source: Lansing State Journal (Lansing, MI)

Written by: Christine Rook

Published: October 18, 2004

Violence among high school students has declined. Fear has not. A growing percentage of teens view school as too unsafe to attend, according to nationwide CDC surveys of more than 80,000 students over 11 years. More than 5 percent of Michigan students surveyed in 2003 confessed they were too frightened to attend school within the past 30 days. That is up only slightly from 1997, which is the earliest available data, but during the same period, the percentages of students carrying weapons and who had been in fights dropped. It may be students are frightened by a few highly publicized violent acts. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

· Click here to learn more the CDC study of violence-related behaviors among high school students.
Terrorism

Schools abroad brace for terrorism
Source: Education Weekly (USA)

Written by: Sean Cavanagh

Published: October 6, 2004

Precautions, such as warning children not to pick up stray paper bags near the school building, and others like them, have taken on renewed relevance for school officials in Israel and other countries in the weeks since a 52-hour hostage standoff at a school in southern Russia resulted in the deaths of more than 330 people, about half of them children. The horrific incident underscored the vulnerability of schools around the world, where the scope of security varies greatly, school leaders and private consultants say. It has also prompted administrators to re-evaluate the safeguards on their campuses, a task that has become familiar to them in the wake of terrorist incidents in recent years, some of them affecting students. 

Schools warned after plans found in Iraq
Source: MSNBC (USA)
Written by: Associated Press

Broadcast: October 7, 2004

Federal law enforcement authorities notified school districts in six states last month that a computer disc found in Iraq contained photos, floor plans and other information about their schools, two U.S. officials said Thursday. The downloaded data found by the U.S. military in July— all publicly available on the Internet— included an Education Department report guiding schools on how to prepare and respond to a crisis, said one official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The officials said it was unclear who downloaded the information and stressed there is no evidence of any specific threats involving the schools. The districts mentioned are in Georgia, Florida, Michigan, New Jersey, Oregon and California.

School safety plans in place
Source: MetroWest Daily News (Framingham, MA)

Written by: Carolyn Kessel

Published: October 13, 2004

Terrorism in schools is unlikely, said local educators, but every school must be ready for a crisis. In response to the deadly terrorist attack last month at a school in Beslan, Russia, the U.S. Department of Education drew up a list of security tips for schools throughout the country. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the FBI and the Department of Education all claim that there have been no threats to schools or universities in this country, they just want to help schools prevent safety issues.

Associated Resources on Terrorism

· Read a summary of an international seminar on "School Safety and Security," hosted by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development in November 2003. 

· View the "2003 National School Safety Survey," from the National Association of School Resource Officers.  
· The National School Safety and Security Services offers tips on responding to terrorist attacks. 
TOPICS


Bullying

Dad banned from school after defending daughter


Source: MetroWest Daily News (Framingham, MA)

Written by: Carolyn Kessel Stewart

Published: October 6, 2004
A father who claims his special-needs, seventh-grade daughter is being harassed and bullied on the school bus has been banned from the JFK Middle School after criticizing school officials. Paul Mannion of Giasson Street said he became disgusted with JFK Middle School officials because he thinks punishment of the school bus bullies was too slow and too lenient. After a pattern of instances where others bullied his daughter, Mannion said he had to come to the school to find out what was being done. That is when he exchanged words with Vice Principal Art Peters and Brick, which led to the principal asking him being told not come back.

Teachers fight bullying

Source: Loudoun Connection (Virginia)

Written by: Andrea Zentz

Published: October 21, 2004

The school district will be conducting a survey to determine whether its bullying level is comparable to the national level. The administration developed an anti-bullying program and trained principals and counselors last year. Teachers received training before school started in September. Student Services Supervisor Betsy Young told the School Board September 28 that cyber bullying is compounding the problem, as a rising number of students are using the Internet to torment their peers. "A lot of the cyber bullying occurs in the afternoons and evenings, and parents need to be made aware of what is happening,’ she said. "The fallout usually occurs in school. Bullying used to happen in the schoolyard. Now it can reach thousands of homes where kids can be relentlessly bullied." (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Parents, teachers and students can learn more about staying safe in cyberspace by visiting the following links:

· Wired Safety: Online safety resource including information about cyberbullying and information about how to report cybercrime.

· Cyber  Safety: Teacher and Parent resources for safe student use of the Internet
· Text messaging shorthand translator for parents and youth

· Parents Teachers Associations present Internet and Instant Messaging safety tips
· Kids Health presents information on Cyberbullying and Safe Surfing Tips for Teens
· Cyberbullying.ca (Canadian site devoted to the topic)

Parents use courts to battle bullies
Source: Detroit News (Detroit, MI)
Written by: Marisa Schultz

Published: October 25, 2004

The bullying escalated so much that Christine DeLorme wouldn’t let her 10-year-old son walk to a friend’s house without a walkie-talkie in hand. Her son’s safety had been at the forefront of her thoughts since the 11-year-old bully in her Warren neighborhood delivered a regular barrage of taunting and name-calling. One time, the bully grabbed her son off his bike and slapped him. With no end in sight, DeLorme did what more Michigan parents are doing: sought help from the court system. The 11-year-old bully in the Warren case joined a growing number of minors between ages 10-17 who are ordered by the court system to stop harassing, stalking and being violent. Some 600 Michigan minors were restrained by personal protection orders in 2002 for incidents ranging from bullying to boyfriend-girlfriend harassment. By 2003, that number had grown to 696. 

Gangs

Collier forum teachers parents signs of gang activity
Source: Naples Daily News (Naples, FL)

Written by: Tracy X. Miguel

Published: October 15, 2004

Many times parents believe their children could not possibly be involved in gangs, but children at risk of falling into street gang activity are not limited to a specific area, said Sgt. Rich Hampton of the Collier County Sheriff's Office. There are about 300 gang members in Collier County, he said. In order to teach parents about gangs and how to spot warning signs in their children, the Collier County Sheriff's Office's street gang unit hosted a forum at Immokalee High School on October 12, the first of several this year.

The following Web sites have information for parents and teachers regarding the warning signs of gang activity:

· Parenting with Dignity presents Warning Signs of Gangs & Violence
· The City of Monroe, WA, provides tips for parents to help recognize gang activity.

· The National Foundation for Abused and Neglected Children provides tips for children and parents on how to help children avoid gangs.

· Conneticut Gang Activities group also provides tips for parents on how to recognize gang activity in youth.

Gang school gives kids a second chance
Source: KTVB (Boise, ID) 
Written by: Ysabel Bilbao
Broadcast: October 18, 2004
While a community comes together to combat crime, one Nampan says if you can get potential gang members interested in education-- it will keep them off the streets. To stop kids from joining gangs, Torrano says you have to give them a place where they have something to do, while feeling accepted by everyone. It’s a Nampa club that emphasizes tennis, swimming and getting gangsters off the streets. Surrounded by cardio machines and pool tables, about a dozen students from Nampa call the club their classroom. 

Combating gang violence

Source: Newsday (Long Island, NY)

Written by: John Moreno Gonzales

Published: October 22, 2004
A national anti-crime group urged a collaborative approach October 21 against gang violence on Long Island, calling for a "one-two punch" of honed police enforcement and muscular social efforts that force youth to choose alternatives to gangs. The organization, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, said that gang homicides are up 50 percent nationwide since 1999, with new suburban battlegrounds such as Long Island caught flat-footed and applying inconsistent remedies that are mostly law enforcement based. "There are proven prevention strategies to cut gang-related homicides and shut off the pipeline delivering new kids into gangs," Hempstead Police Chief James Russo said. Nassau and Suffolk police estimate there are some 5,000 gang members on Long Island, up from fewer than 500 about a decade ago. To combat the trend, Wiley and Russo called on Long Island officials to build programs modeled on efforts in Boston, Philadelphia and Baton Rouge, where youth homicides dropped as much as 63 percent after the measures were implemented. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
· Upcoming conference on gangs: Promising Practices for School-based Gang Prevention and Intervention is a unique opportunity for educators, administrators, school resource officers, counselors and others to showcase their successful gang prevention/intervention programs or to learn more about gangs and the impact they have on schools and youth from other professionals. The conference will be held March 21-23, 2005 in Cincinnati, Ohio. For registration or more information, visit http://www.commonwealthtraining.com/ or e-mail: kypti@aol.com.
Girl Violence

Aggression among girls on the rise
Source: Bristol Press (Bristol, CT)

Written by: Angela Carter

Published: October 16, 2004

These days, more girls seem to be settling things with their fists, and experts are scrambling to figure why they act out and how to stop the aggressive behavior.  Educators and service providers need to provide gender-specific programming to prevent aggression and violence among school-age girls, according to a state report released on October 15. "Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence" was released by a statewide group, The Girls and Violence Task Force, during a day-long conference at Central Connecticut State University. The report focuses on data related to girls’ violence, factors that lead them into aggressive behavior and recommendations for prevention.

· Download and view the report “Preventing Girls’ Aggression and Violence” (requires Adobe Acrobat)

Female bullying is targeted
Source: DetNews.com (Detroit,MI)

Written by: Janet Sugameli

Published: October 18, 2004

Female bullying is different from the typical male stereotype of physical bullying, counselors say. Girls tend to send threatening instant messages online, make mean comments to one another, gossip or exclude others from a group. Diana Conklin, a counselor at Middle School-Central, said this year the school added a program on female bullying to its anti-bullying campaign. The male students were sent into a separate area to get a lesson on bullying while the females watched the Jewish Ensemble Theater's performance of "Mean Girls." That performance was followed up with two days of dialogue in the classroom about what happens in female circles. 

POLICY ISSUES

Birmingham superintendent defends placing stun guns in schools

Source: Sarasota Herald-Tribune (Sarasota, FL)

Written by: Jay Reeves

Published: October 6, 2004

The city's education superintendent defended a police decision to arm in-school officers with electric stun guns, a move critics say could endanger lives and harkens back to the days when slaves were prodded and poked like cattle. Police stationed in Birmingham schools already have guns, nightsticks and pepper spray, and Superintendent Wayman B. Shiver said adding shock devices to the mix is fine with him if police believe they need them. And anyway, Shiver said, schoolhouse cops wouldn't be needed at all if parents would "do their jobs" and raise kids who behaved. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Translation efforts a growing priority of urban schools
Source: Education Week (USA)

Written by: Mary Ann Zehr

Published: October 6, 2004

The New York City school system is setting up, for the first time, a centralized office to routinely translate school information into eight different languages. The nation’s largest school system is one of several urban districts that have recently upgraded their translation and interpretation services for students’ parents who speak little or no English. Factors fueling the attention include a rising number of students with limited English proficiency, increased federal accountability requirements for serving such students, and advocacy on behalf of immigrants. Adding translation and interpretation services is seen by educators as a way to overcome language barriers that can keep parents from contacting schools or asking questions that might help their children. 

LA to break all secondary schools into smaller units
Source: Education Week (USA)

Written by: Caroline Hendrie

Published: October 13, 2004

Joining a national trend among urban school districts, the Los Angeles board of education last week approved a plan to scale down all the sprawling district’s secondary schools into smaller units of 350 to 500 students apiece. The policy sets up a framework for how the nation’s second-largest school district will start new schools from scratch and break down existing large ones. Two years in the works, the policy approved October 5 is being billed as a milestone on a journey expected to take a decade or more. 


Districts rethink availability of data on school security
Source: Education Week

Written by: Sean Cavanagh and Kathleen Kennedy Manzo

Published: October 20, 2004

The news was vague, possibly months old, and transmitted from halfway around the world, but it eventually arrived in school districts in Florida, Michigan, Oregon and other states with the urgency of a fire alarm: A man detained in Iraq was found with computer disks containing information about crisis planning, emergency procedures, and possibly even floor plans for several U.S. schools. Since those initial reports surfaced late last month, federal authorities have said that the intentions of the man, who apparently culled data from the Internet, may have been harmless. But administrators whose schools were mentioned in the reports and security experts agree the incident underscores a challenge for districts across the country-- knowing how and when to restrict access to information such as emergency procedures and school floor plans. 

Alton alters bullying policy
Source: Laconia Citizen (Laconia, NH)

Written by: Melanie Nelson

Published: October 20, 2004

In a change of the bullying policy at Alton Central School, parents of a child who is being harassed by another student will be notified as well as the parents of the child who is doing the bullying. The Alton School Board approved the changes after reviewing a copy of the bullying policy passed recently by the state Legislature. Bullying is considered to be actions such as taunts, threats, challenges, pushing, shoving or other forms of conduct that would intimidate or provoke a violent or disorderly response from the student being harassed. Any school employee who witnesses or has reliable information that a student has been subjected to bullying is required to report the incident to the principal. The principal is then required to notify the superintendent within 24-hours of receiving the information. In addition, as stated in the new policy, the principal shall by telephone and in writing report the incident to the parent or legal guardian of all students involved within 48 hours of the occurrence of the incident. 

Attendance

Attendance stressed

Source: Needles Desert Star (Needles, CA)

Written by: Lee Choquette

Published: October 20, 2004

Needles High School is building a reputation that it goes after students who don’t comply with attendance laws, according to principal Michael Kincaid. Missed days of school are directly correlated with falling grades, according to Kincaid. Students are not passing because they’re not attending, and parents need to be held accountable, he said. School resource officer Pat Murch began three years ago to deliver notices to parents to come before the School Attendance Review Board. Many initially shrugged off the notices, but word spread rapidly when he began citing those who failed to appear. Verified absences are permissible, however, only students actually in their seats are counted for budget purposes, regardless of whether absent students have a valid excuse. Just one percent absence means a $50,000 loss over a 180-day school year. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

More high schools try incentives to boost attendance
Source: Boston Globe (Boston, MA)

Written by: Associated Press

Published: October 24, 2004

There used to be pats on the back, or pizza parties, but now it's prepaid credit cards and new-car lotteries. What's next in the effort to get students to go to class? Lowell High School is offering seniors who maintain excellent attendance and gain acceptance to college or the military a free, $1,200 laptop computer at year's end. Nationwide, schools are turning to incentives in the face of the federal No Child Left Behind education law that requires every school to report truancy figures. Attendance is a factor that helps determine whether schools go on the ''needs improvement" list, which can force them to let students transfer and lose some government funding. At Trimble Tech High School in Fort Worth, Texas, attendance jumped nearly three percentage points last year to 94.7 percent after officials announced eligible students could win a 2001 Ford Mustang. It's one of several car giveaway programs at Fort Worth high schools. In Kansas City, Missouri, officials say incentives roughly doubled enrollment in summer school. Students who didn't miss a day received a prepaid Visa card worth $125.
Zero Tolerance

Incident raises zero tolerance concerns
Source: Bonner County Daily Bee

Written by: R.J. Cohn

Published: October 12, 2004

Failure to report an alleged incident involving a Sandpoint High School student seeking permission to bring a paint gun onto a school bus could put a Lake Pend Oreille School District employee in hot water. It's also throwing the controversial and touchy issue of "zero tolerance" -- whether school districts are placing too much or too little emphasis on the policy-- out from the shadows and onto center stage. At issue is a September 27 incident in which a LPOSD bus driver claims a high school student asked if he could bring a paint pellet pistol on the bus. The boy was told it was not permitted, and he boarded the bus without it.
Civil War buff suspended from school for having a replica rifle
Source: WSTM-TV (Syracuse, NY)
Written by: No author credited

Broadcast: October 18, 2004


It appears the Pine Bush School District is sticking to its guns-- and won't back down in charging a 17-year-old high school student who had a Civil War replica rifle in his car trunk. Crawford Police arrested the student, Joshua Phelps, earlier this month after a security guard saw the rifle butt. Phelps belongs to a Civil War re-enactment club, which was endorsed by the school, when he joined this year. He had all his Civil War costumes in his car truck, including uniforms, belts, hats and musket rifle in his trunk. He was suspended for five days and charged with criminal possession of a weapon, which could get him a year in jail. Valerie Michaels, the boy’s mother, says school officials over-reacted. 

One student suspended for having aspirin in pocket
Source: KSL-TV (Salt Lake City, UT)

Written by: KSL news team

Broadcast: October 22, 2004

A mother isn't too happy after her daughter was suspended from school for having aspirin in her pocket. She says the school cited its zero tolerance policy towards drugs. But, when it comes to zero-tolerance, should there be a difference between an over-the-counter drug like aspirin, and an illegal substance?
School safety turns irrational?
Source: Pioneer Press (St. Paul, MN)

Written by: Laura Billings

Published: October 24, 2004

Poetry has always been a good way to exorcise our inner demons and darkest thoughts. That's just what the 17-year-old from St. Paul's Humboldt High School says he was doing when he filled a notebook and a Web site with some verse that police think crossed the line between macabre and criminal. Though the student in question didn't make any specific threats in writing, his graphic references to suicide, death and guns prompted prosecutors to charge him last week with disorderly conduct. The boy, who has not been named, pleaded guilty. But many of us are just as grateful to have graduated from high school before the Columbine tragedy made county attorneys so interested in student memoir. 

School Security

Vigilance is vital for safety in schools

Source: Minneapolis Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN)

Written by: James Walsh

Published: October 17, 2004

On a late September morning a year ago at Rocori High School in Cold Spring, Minnesota, joined the list of states struck by the horror of school violence. Last April, and again last week, two schools in Minnesota also provided lessons on how to avoid it through careful planning and open communication. Experts on school safety say events at Eden Prairie High School and St. Paul Harding High School illustrate how times have changed-- and how school and law enforcement leaders are adapting. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Geographic policing is working

Source: The Roanoke Times

Written by: Kathy Lu

Published: October 22, 2004

So far, the city's 2-month-old "geographic policing" system is doing exactly what police officials hoped it would for Roanoke schools-- increase police presence in schools; and provide more officers to fill in for school resource officers when needed. Police Chief Joe Gaskins and Lt. Greg Staples gave an overview and update on the new policing system, which divides the city into four zones. Each zone has its own set of officers and supervisors, including school resource officers, who are expected to interact with people in the community they cover. Toward that end, Staples said lieutenants have been regularly using schools in their zones to convene meetings, and officers are often eating lunch in school cafeterias. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Kids are our best security

Source: Chicago Daily Southtown (Chicago, IL)

Written by: Christina Chapman

Published: October 24, 2004

"Our 3,500 kids, those eyes are our best security. You can have all kinds of cameras and metal detectors, but kids are our best security." That was one area school official's take on how best to keep students safe in school as classes began this fall. Once again, administrators must concern themselves with maintaining a safe environment in schools. Students in that district were involved in an "awareness" program to encourage them to be proactive on issues of safety. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Schools fret over election safety

Source: Beacon Journal

Written by: Stephanie Warsmith and Katie Byard

Published: October 25, 2004

In an election where one of the hottest topics is security, this very issue has parents and educators worried about schools used for voting. The concern is being fueled by predictions of higher-than-normal voter turnout, bringing more people into schools that usually are not openly accessible to the public. Locally, across Ohio and nationwide, many districts are taking steps to remove polls from schools, cancel classes that day or make buildings safer. Other districts, however, aren't particularly worried about security, and say having voting in schools provides students with a good civics lesson. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
Technology

Cyber bullying worse than the real thing
Source: The Inquirer (United Kingdom)

Written by: Nick Farrell

Published: October 18, 2004

Bullying by mobile phone or email is more likely to have a bad affect on victims than a traditional face-to-face encounter, according to an Aussie study. Queensland University of Technology (QUT) researcher Marilyn Campbell said many child victims of cyber and Internet abuse felt they had no place to hide. She said cyber bullies were posting personal information about the victim on the Internet while letting all their peers know the web address via email. Dr. Campbell said the victim had no method of direct retaliation and could not even strike back physically. She said that there is a feeling that everybody in the peer group knows what's going on, whereas in face-to-face bullying it's at least more contained with only a small audience. More than 13 percent of students already had fallen victim to cyberbullying by year eight of school and 25 percent knew someone who had. More than half of kids thought the phenomenon was on the rise, the study showed. 

Cyber bullying leaves its scars

Source: NEWS.com.au (Australia)

Written by: Natasha Robinson

Published: October 19, 2004

The psychological effects of cyber and mobile phone bullying on school children may be even more severe than face-to-face abuse. A quarter of Year 8 students know somebody who has been cyber bullied. Thirteen percent had experience it themselves and more than half thought the phenomenon was on the rise. Cyber bullies send abusive or threatening text messages and emails and in some cases even set up websites to terrorize victims. Verbal and psychological bullying has long-lasting, detrimental effects on children, including anxiety, depression and poor academic performance. Students who experience cyber bullying feel even more powerless because they cannot retaliate and home provides no safe haven from the insults and threats. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

New computer center aims to curb gang violence
Source: Press-Enterprise (Riverside, CA)

Written by: Tammy McCoy

Published: October 19, 2004

A group of motivated Riverside residents celebrated the opening of a computer center targeting at-risk youth, but it was only the start of their larger plan to reduce gang-related violence. About 15 computer stations with pristine tables and machines equipped with Windows software and Internet access were set up inside the Bobby Bonds/Cesar Chavez Community Center awaiting users between the ages of 14 and 22. The facility, dubbed a safe zone, will be open Tuesdays through Thursdays from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.-- when teens are most apt to get into trouble, and will offer job and life-skills training in addition to links to community resources. 

Kids may have been videotaped while dressing
Source: WTVF (Nashville, TN)
Written by: No author credited

Broadcast: October 22, 2004

This week, parents of children who attended school in Overton County received a letter saying some of their children might have been videotaped changing while visiting another school for a basketball game nearly two years ago. Officials said up to 80 more children might have been caught on surveillance cameras. Parents of 19 children from Allons Elementary filed a lawsuit against the Overton County School System. The suit accused the district of violating students’ rights by installing the cameras, videotaping students in various stages of undress and then not securing the images. 

INTERNATIONAL

Little girl dies after Gaza school shooting
Source: International Online

Written by: No author credited

Published: October 13, 2005

An 11-year-old Palestinian schoolgirl, who was wounded by Israeli army gunfire while sitting at her desk in a United Nations-run school in the Gaza Strip, died of her injuries on October 13. Ghadir Mkhemar was wounded in the chest on October 12 when shots were fired into a classroom at her school in Khan Yunis, which is run by the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA). A 10-year-old Palestinian schoolgirl, Raghda Al-Assar, was killed in September after being shot in the head in an UNRWA-run school in Khan Yunis.

Moscow school security

Source: The Australian (Australia)

Written by: Jeremy Page

Published: October 14, 2004

School children in Moscow will soon have to wear military-style dog tags and carry special "passports" as part of security measures introduced in the wake of the Beslan school massacre. The dog tags will carry children's names and contact details, while the passports will contain fingerprints and basic medical information, such as allergies, and instructions on what to do in the event of a terrorist attack. The scheme, to be introduced in the Russian capital at the end of the year, is designed to prevent the sort of problems authorities faced in identifying the dead, injured and living in Beslan. Security will also be increased at Moscow's approximately 1500 schools and 3000 kindergartens, with better-trained guards. The authorities are considering installing alarm systems and erecting security fences. (This article has now been archived on The Australian Web site.  If you would like to receive a copy of this story, please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org.)
Bullying now a common problem in school buses
Source: Khaleej Times (United Arab Emirates)

Written by: Anjana Sankar and Muawia E. Ibrahim

Published: October 16, 2004
Unsupervised children in the school buses are turning their school transport into virtual battlefields. And the rule of the jungle seems to prevail inside the closed doors of the moving vehicle as the mighty overpowers the weak during the daily journey to and fro. Oblivious to the pandemonium behind him, the driver often ignores the children and ply on, thereby worsening the problem. While minor scuffles are common, many a time the situation goes out of control as children get aggressive and make revengeful assaults on fellow students. 

Girls stab terror

Source: Melbourne Herald Sun (Australia)

Written by: Paula Beauchamp

Published: October 20, 2004

A 10-year-old boy held a broken shard of glass to a classmate's chest and threatened to kill her in a schoolyard assault. The assault during a lunch break at a northeast suburbs primary school took place last month while a teacher was on duty nearby. But the nine-year-old girl's family is furious the school did not tell them about the incident. A Department of Education spokesman, speaking on behalf of the school, said the boy had been given lunchtime detentions and was not allowed to attend the school camp. The spokesman said anger management lessons had been given to the boy. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)
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