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NEWS SUMMARIES FOR SEPTEMBER 2004
Understanding that experience is the best teacher, HFI staff catalogs news stories that appear in the major media each month as a way of keeping up with what’s happening around the country and how schools and researchers are responding to these trends. The following articles are some of those that appeared in publication or news broadcasts during the month of September 2004. In addition to articles related to reported incidents, we’ve also included several articles that deal with various policy issues which may be of interest to school administrators, educators, parents, students, researchers and policymakers. Those chosen for this summary represent topics on which visitors to the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site have indicated they would like more information.  Wherever possible, we’ve enriched the articles with links to resources that will help educators and parents reach a greater understanding of the topics presented.

SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Eighth-grader beaten to death in school bathroom

Source: Associated Press

Written by: Woody Baird

Published: September 1, 2004

A 14-year-old student died after a fight at a high school on August 31, and police were trying to determine if it was gang-related.  Eighth-grader Tarus DeShawn Williams was found unconscious in a restroom at Westside High after members of the school staff broke up a fight, police said. Students said several youngsters were involved in the fight, but police said only one teenager was taken into custody. Police Sgt. Vince Higgins said Williams did not respond to efforts to revive him and he was taken to LeBonheur Children's Hospital where he was pronounced dead. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Student arrested for pipe bomb incident
Source: Maryland Gazette Newspapers (Gaithersburg, MD)

Written by: Angela Pfeiffer

Published: September 2, 2004

School officials were silent this week on the fate of a Middletown High School sophomore who authorities say brought two pipe bombs to the school August 26, forcing an evacuation and early dismissal. A top school official said information on the school system's discipline of the student would not be released to the public, as is school system practice. The penalty for carrying an explosive weapon on school property ranges from three days' suspension to expulsion, according to the Frederick County Public Schools weapons policy. 

Teenage pipe bomb suspect says he meant no harm
Source: WRAL.com (Raleigh, NC)
Written by: WRAL news team

Broadcast: September 2, 2004
A Wake County teenager accused of having dozens of pipe bombs says he meant no harm. Jarrett Brown is out of jail and talking about his situation. Three weeks ago, police arrested the 17-year-old after he left the scene of an accident. He said he was worried how the accident would affect his parents' car insurance. Investigators found 24 pipe bombs in Jarrett's car and bedroom. They charged him with having weapons of mass destruction. Brown said he just wanted to see if he could build them, but he said he never intended to hurt anyone. He now wears an electronic house arrest monitor on his wrist. He can leave for court, doctors' appointments, school or work.

Terror Confusion

Source: ABC News (USA)

Written by: Dean Schabner

Broadcast: September 21, 2004

The mother of a Michigan teenager accused of plotting a terror attack on his school said her son is a good boy, but something bad got into him. Some of that may have been unveiled last week when police displayed some of the items they say they found at the teenager's home when they arrested him. Along with an AK-47, two rifles, pipe bombs, bomb-making supplies and other weapons were Nazi paraphernalia and literature, police said. And what brought Andrew Osantowski, 17, of Clinton Township, to the attention of authorities was an Internet dialogue he allegedly conducted with an Idaho girl who was so shocked by the virulence of the white supremacism, race hatred and threats of violence she read that she told her police officer father. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

When rites go wrong
Source: Cape Codder (Orleans, MA)

Written by: Bill Fonda

Published: September 27, 2004

Fourteen-year-old Sandwich freshman Garrett Watterson was hospitalized for emergency surgery to remove his spleen after he was grabbed by his ankles, upended and slammed to the ground by a varsity football player at practice. According to Sandwich police, a team captain ran up and down a line of players yelling "freshmen beatdown on three." Then, players charged the freshmen, tackling and bumping them. Nine varsity players-- two seniors, six juniors and a sophomore-- admitted their roles in the incident and were suspended from school for five to 10 days. Two players, a senior captain and a junior, were permanently removed from the team, which forfeit its game against Abington last week. Cape and Islands District Attorney Michael O'Keefe announced criminal charges against 17-year-olds Ryan C. Carroll, Michael Deletti, Matthew W. Payne and Andrew Haley. All were charged with hazing, and Carroll and Deletti were charged with assault and battery/causing serious bodily injury. In addition, the district attorney's office will file hazing complaints against five juveniles.
TOPICS


Bullying

Back to bullies: Harassment in middle schools an ongoing issue

Source: San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, CA)

Written by: Bonnie Eslinger

Published: September 1, 2004

"Bullying is a big part of school. It does happen every day," said eighth-grader Eryn Kimura, student body president at Presidio Middle School. "Guys are all gangsta," said Kimura about gender-specific bullying styles. "Girls are verbally abusive." This week at Presidio, an anti-bullying message is being presented at assemblies for each grade level. Kimura and her student government cabinet are presiding over the "Operation Respect" message given to their classmates, with the help of a parent, Sherrie Rosenberg, a former PTA president. Operation Respect is an anti-bullying program founded by Peter Yarrow of the 1960s folk-music group Peter, Paul and Mary. Last January, Rosenberg was able to convince Yarrow to come to Presidio to do a special presentation to the students. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

· Click here to learn more about Operation Respect
Council passes legislation aimed at school bullies

Source: Newsday (Long Island, NY)

Written by: no author credited

Published: September 10, 2004

The City Council has passed legislation requiring the Department of Education to create new rules prohibiting harassment and bullying in the city's schools, overriding a veto by Mayor Michael Bloomberg. The council initially passed the legislation in June and overrode the mayor's veto 43-3. Bloomberg tried to block the measure in July, arguing that bullying is already prohibited and that the issue was outside the council's jurisdiction. The bill, called the Dignity for All Students Act, requires school officials to keep records of bullying incidents and a statistical summary of all cases. It also says staff school safety officers must be trained in new guidelines aimed at school bullies. The council said in a statement that 31.4 percent of students in New York said they have missed one or more days of school because they felt unsafe. 

Girls and Violence

Behind the surge in girl crime
Source: Christian Science Monitor (USA)

Written by: Susan Llewelyn Leach

Published: September 15, 2004

The headlines pull no punches: "Girls getting increasingly violent," "Violent crime by girls rising," "Girls not all sugar and spice." That apparent rise in aggression seems to be borne out by FBI arrest statistics for girls, which have skyrocketed over the past decade and a half, leapfrogging past the rate of arrests for boys. Girls now account for 29 percent of all juvenile arrests, up from 23 percent in 1990. So, have the butt-kicking antics of the likes of Lara Croft, the videogame figure turned film character, and the sexing up of female violence in the media finally spun out into real life? Many who study girls and violence say the statistics may not tell the whole story. 

Gangs

A new plan of attack: Task force announces new anti gang program
Source: Loudoun Times Mirror (Leesburg, VA)

Written by: Kali Schumitz

Published: September 2, 2004

The Northern Virginia Regional Gang Task Force announced a new initiative aimed at preventing youth from joining gangs. Using federal grant money, the task force produced brochures, posters and a public service announcement to discourage children from joining gangs and to raise parents' awareness. Both English and Spanish versions of the brochures and announcement are available U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf obtained a $250,000 grant for the task force's education efforts last year. A portion of that is supporting the current effort. 

POLICY ISSUES

Zero Tolerance

Zero common sense
Source: National Review Online (USA)

Written by: Paul Rosenzweig & Trent England

Published: September 8, 2004

In January, Adam Liston made a serious mistake. Liston, 18, a senior at Davis (CA) High School, dropped off a few friends at school on his way to the gun range with a new shotgun in his gun rack. Someone reported seeing the gun, and the next day, the vice principal asked to search Liston's Ford F-250 truck. Liston readily agreed. Six police cars arrived and officers swarmed the truck. As they searched, his heart sank. He realized he had forgotten to remove the shotgun, unloaded and still in its original box, from his truck after target shooting. Liston broke down in tears as officers confiscated the gun and arrested him. He was handcuffed and taken to the Yolo County Jail. Police charged Liston with two felony violations for possessing a firearm within 1,000 feet of a school: one for when he dropped off his friends, the other for when he returned the next day. In February, the school board voted 3-1 to expel him. Liston had been a model citizen since the first grade and had never been a discipline problem in school. He maintained good grades and already had college plans. His mother was president of the PTA. No matter. Administrators, police, prosecutors, and lawmakers used zero tolerance policies to throw the book at him. 

School Security

Security flaws found in DC schools
Source: Washington Times (Washington, DC)

Written by: Jim McElbatton

Published: September 14, 2004

Security cameras in D.C. public schools often do not work, school doors are routinely left unlocked, and some of the school system's private security guards are inexperienced and fraternize with students who they are hired to protect, according to a report released by the D.C. Office of the Inspector General. 

Skills, scope of duties expand for hall monitor in schools

Source: Hampton Roads Daily Press (Newport, VA)

Written by: Matthew Paust

Published: September 17, 2004

At Gloucester High School and schools across the state, those employees in charge of maintaining order on school grounds are gaining more than just a new name. They're also getting more training in how to handle outbreaks of violence, do crowd control and deal with school gangs. The state hopes to have all school security specialists certified in these skills by September 2005. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

An exercise in disaster
Source: The News-Review (Roseburg, OR)

Written by: Juliana Renno

Published: September 22, 2004

They were held hostage; some were wounded. The expression on their faces revealed the terror of a school shooting. But the rescuers were there, ready to end the agony. Led by Sgt. Scott Fray, 14 members of the Douglas County Sheriff's Tactical Response Team got hands-on experience in reacting to a school shooting, similar to the Columbine High School shooting in Colorado in 1999. The Tactical Response Team, the local version of a SWAT team, trains every three weeks, Fray said. They work under different situations, including night operations, barricades and hostage rescue.

School safety officials learn disaster preparation

Source: Adrian Daily Telegram (Adrian, MI)

Written by: David Panian

Published: September 28, 2004

On September 27, school and public safety officials on learned from a nationally known school safety consultant how to prepare for a disaster and how to watch for warning signs that someone in a school might turn violent. Michael Dorn started his presentation at a staff in-service program at Tecumseh High School by demonstrating how someone might sneak a weapon into a school. And it wasn't just one weapon like a gun or a knife. He pulled 100 different weapons-- mostly rubber molds that look like weapons-- from under his clothing: Handguns, sawed-off shotguns, knives, and a sword. Dorn, a senior public safety and emergency management analyst for Jane's Consultancy who has worked with schools around the world, then gave presentations on bullying, emergency operations planning and designing an emergency prevention strategy. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Suburban schools under scrutiny
Source: Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI)

Written by: Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki and Lori Higgins

Published: September 29, 2004

The security spotlight is shining on suburban schools in the wake of two Macomb County incidents-- allegations of a planned Columbine-scale massacre at Chippewa Valley and the stabbing of a student at Romeo High School. Has violence moved to the suburbs while city schools have grown safer with tighter controls? Or are suburban schools simply seeing the same problems often associated with urban schools? 

City police may wield stun guns

Source: AL.com (Birmingham, AL)

Written by: Gigi Douban and Carol Robinson

Published: September 30, 2004

Police in Birmingham schools could soon be carrying stun guns that deliver an incapacitating electrical jolt up to 21 feet away, school and police officials said. In addition to Mace and pistols, stun guns would be an option a school officer could use to get violent situations under control, school Superintendent Wayman B. Shiver said. "You can talk to kids and try to calm them down and not use force," Shiver said. "But what you have to recognize is, when people get highly agitated, and most especially if they're under the influence of something, they have uncontrollable behavior." Shiver said of the officers, "We don't want them using guns in our schools, so you need to have some alternative method of controlling behavior." Birmingham Police Chief Annetta Nunn has signed off on a plan for resource officers to carry high-voltage stun guns in schools. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Other Policy Issues

Keeping order in the classrooms
Source: The Woodstock Independent (Woodstock, IL)

Written by: Rich Rostron

Published: September 1, 2004

Adding large groups of energy-packed teenagers and youngsters to a learning environment inevitably results in a certain amount of chaos. A certain amount of effort, therefore, is expended channeling student energy and focusing student attention in desired directions. While district personnel do an impressive job while performing the task, that's not to say there aren't occasional difficulties. As several of the district's principals put it, "Kids will be kids." All D-200 schools have codes of conduct for students to follow. At various grade levels, different behavioral issues predominate. (This is a two-part story explaining the policies in place and how they vary from grade to grade.)

Uniforms may result in suit

Source: Ashley News-Observer (Crossett, AR)

Written by: Deirdre Kelley

Published: September 2, 2004

Parents of three students questioned the legality of the uniform policy based on a 1999 constitutional amendment enacted by the General Assembly, and a lawsuit could be the end result. Richard and Jackie McMillian and Jan Newberry have opted not to comply with the uniform dress code for their children. The three students attend Daniel Intermediate School and have not worn the uniform dress as required by the district’s policy. The parents were given written notice that their children had been suspended after attending school out of uniform for the third day. The parents filed a grievance with the district concerning the policy, and the suspension was stayed until a suspension hearing could be held. McMillian said that the district's citizens were not given a reason for the uniform mandate. Cornelius said that the reasons were discipline, control, safety and several others.


School district stresses power of character
Source: Hilton Head Island Packet (Hilton Head Island, SC)

Written by: Diane Knich

Published: September 13, 2004

Beaufort County's students increasingly are being asked to develop the kind of character that will help them succeed in school and life. The school board has made character one of its six goals, and the district recently has completed a survey that administrators say will give the public some surprising news about what students think and feel. Although there is no district-wide character education program, the issue is addressed in some way at all levels in the Beaufort County School District, said John Williams, spokesman for the district. 

· To learn more about character education, visit the Hamilton Fish Institute Web site topical information on character ed. 

Conte strictest area for dress codes, policies

Source: North Adams Transcript (North Adams, MA)

Written by: Susan Bush

Published: September 16, 2004

A Conte Middle School policy forbidding all physical contact and a school-defined dress code may be the most rigid of such policies among Northern Berkshire public schools.  A sampling of schools that offer education to sixth through eighth grade students revealed that only Conte prohibits all physical contact. Dress codes at other schools also appear more relaxed. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Intervention and retention
Source: California Educator (California)
Written by: No author credited

Published: September 21, 2004

Veronica Cantu is one of nearly 300 Palm Springs students attending the Ramon Academy, a school created just for students who were not promoted to high school. Throughout the state, students like Cantu are learning that schools mean business. Schools have always had the right to hold students back, but most did not, citing concerns that retention might increase a student's chances of dropping out. But now California has outlawed social promotion. Already burdened with overcrowded classrooms, a teacher shortage and new accountability requirements, the state is only beginning to feel the impact of the mandate. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

 
RESEARCH NEWS

Indiana University professor examines how violence was averted
Source: Indiana University (Bloomington, IN)
Written by: No author credited

Published: September 27, 2004

Staff at schools that experienced "near misses," where violence was averted in student-to-student hostage situations, attributed their success to luck. A little prodding by an Indiana University Bloomington education professor has revealed that the teachers and staff already had taken steps that worked in their favor at those crucial times. Research on school violence typically examines situations where shootings or other forms of violence occurred. Jeff Daniels, an assistant professor in the Department of Counseling and Educational Psychology in IUB's School of Education, is pursuing a different angle-- learning as much as he can about how nightmarish situations ended without a shot. 
INTERNATIONAL SCENE


100 die in Russian school siege shootout

Source: Reuters News Service

Written by: Richard Ayton and Oliver Bullough

Published: September 3, 2004

One hundred or more people were killed when Russian troops stormed a school September 3 in a chaotic battle to free children, parents and teachers who had been held hostage for 53 hours by Chechen separatists. Amid confusion and carnage, authorities said they had been forced into an unplanned operation by hostage-takers who opened fire on fleeing children. Some children were still being held hours after the raid, officials told Interfax news agency. Tass news agency said there were more than 400 wounded, and witnesses saw around 20 bodies at a hospital morgue. Rebels fled with soldiers in pursuit. The authorities said events had forced their hand after insisting from the outset they would not resort to violence. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

Teacher training to deal with violence

Source: This is London (United Kingdom)

Written by: Dominic Hayes

Published: September 28, 2004

Special training in how to control unruly students is to be given to teachers working in London. 

London schools have seen some shocking examples of pupil violence in recent years. Earlier this month, the Standard revealed that a 15-year-old youth had appeared in court charged with raping a young female teacher at a school in Westminster. Mr Twigg was speaking as the Government launched a new breed of London super-teachers who will get a bonus for their expertise in skills including behavior management. Ministers hope that creating an elite group of Chartered London Teachers will stop the exodus of experienced staff to less stressful jobs in other parts of England. (Article no longer available online.  Please contact Allison Seale at aseale@hamfish.org for more information.)

=================================================

The Hamilton Fish Institute on School and Community Violence provides information, research, and support to make schools safer for high achievement.
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